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It’s easy for us longtime churchgoers to become set in what we think of 
when we think of church.  There is a familiarity which breeds a comfort.  
After a while, church becomes routine and predictable, and we get bored.  
Church becomes a box to check, and other things subtly climb their way up 
our priority list.

But the truth is, when ushers hand out bulletins on Sundays, they should 
also issue crash helmets.  When we find our seat, there should be seatbelts 
waiting for us.

       The church is the entity that changed the world! And changed it  
       for the good! 

In times of familiarity and ho-hum, we need to rediscover our origins, how it 
used to be back in the day.  2,000 years ago back in the day. 

On Sunday, September 10, we will begin a message series entitled, “I Love 
My Church.”  We believe as we look back and rediscover the original call of 
the church, and how the church originally lived that call out, a clarity and 
passion will be rekindled in us as we seek to live out that same call in our 
church family, our community and in the world today. 

During this series, we believe we’ll rediscover it’s the church which supplies 
me with a cause, gives me a story, makes a difference, and gives me  
something to invest in that really does make a difference. 

Celebration Sunday is September 24.  As I thought about Celebration  
Sunday, I remembered a couple things from the visits Jamey and I made 
when we arrived last year.  First, with four Sunday morning worship  
experiences, you said you missed seeing each other.  But where in the world 
is there space for all of us to gather?  Which leads to the second takeaway 
from listening to you.  You said, preacher, you can change a lot of things but 
whatever you do, don’t you dare change the Lakeside Service.

So we’ll be gathering at the lake, all of us!  If you’re concerned about the  
hill, don’t worry, we’ll have covered, easily accessible seating available in the 
parking lot.

And to make the day even more irresistible, we’re going to enjoy one of my 
fondest memories from serving at Gainesville First before.  Ralph Brooks, 
Sr., has volunteered to barbeque up some of his famous chicken for us.  You  
who have had it before can taste it already, can’t you? 

We, at GFUMC, don’t have to go back 2,000 years to rediscover our  
original call and passion.  We can simply gather at Lakeside.  Because that’s 
where those who went before us originally gathered for worship when they 
faithfully crossed the bridge as a response to God’s call. 

I believe we’re all going to fall in love with our church and her mission again.

So thankful to be in it with you,

Pastor Scott
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a:word:from
Rev. Scott Hearn - Rediscovering Church

September 10 - October 8
in all worship services

Our world is changing.
It needs a church rooted in scripture and  
tradition; but fluent in the language and culture 
of the world today. During the season of  
stewardship, we will examine God’s purpose 
for the church and discover in that purpose our  
essential role in making disciples for the  
transformation of the world. We will be 
reminded our focus is on discipling people in 
the way of Jesus for the purpose of joining 
God’s mission of going out and serving the 
world. Join us, beginning September 10th as 
we discover what we mean when we say,  
“I Love My Church.” 

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES

SUNday SERvICES:   
        8:30am Lakeside Worship   
        9:30am Chapel@9:30   
        9:45am Sunday School   
        10:55am Classic Worship   
        10:55am Modern Worship

WEdNESday aCtIvItIES:   
        6:00pm All Areas

Learn about our services, ministries,  
and events at GfUMC.COM.



We celebrated going back  
to school in style with a  

Block Party on August 6.

Our Kids Ministry Volunteer Team Training in August was a blast! 
Want to join the fun? Contact Becca at bmcconnell@gfumc.com or 
Julie at jnorwood@gfumc.com for available opportunities to serve in 
Kids Ministry. 

gainesvillefumckids
________________________

gainesvillefumcstudents

SUNday MORNING
9:30aM - 10:30aM

SUNday EvENING
4:45PM - 6:00PM

SUNday EvENING
6:00PM - 7:00PM

WEdNESday EvENING
6:15PM - 7:30PM

So many new things are happening in Student Ministry,  
learn more about them at GfUMC.COM/StUdENtS.

“To improve is to change; to be perfect is  
to change often.”  - Winston Churchill

Gainesville First’s Student Ministry is in a season of change that 
we’re very excited about.  And while perfection may be a stretch, 
excellence is not.  As your new Director of Student Ministries, I 
can say that I am totally pumped to serve with our adult leaders, 
the parents I’ve met and especially the amazing students I have 
had the pleasure of talking with.

As we begin to roll out ministry programming in support of 
students and their families, you can be assured that our primary 
goal; our mission is to help students experience the life changing 
power of Jesus Christ.  While we are about information; the 
teaching of Biblical truth, we are really about transformation; the 
living out of Biblical truth.  In Romans 12:2, the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be  
transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

Our ministry programming will be excellent and intentional.  Our 
leaders will be receiving quality training.  Our communication with 
you will be accurate and often.  I encourage you to stay tuned in 
to our website for up to date information about what’s going on.

Check out our new weekly ministry program offerings and should 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  To quote 
Churchill again; “I am always ready to learn, but I do not always like 
being taught”.  Regardless, I’d love to hear from you.

I look forward to the coming season of ministry here at Gainesville 
First.  I’m really excited about what God is going to do in our 
midst.  Let’s all join Him for an incredible ride.  - Ric Clark



The pastors and staff of 
Gainesville First UMC invite you to

Where everyone will worship together
Sunday, the 24th of September 

 10am at Lakeside Worship.

Preaching:
Rev. Scott Hearn

Rev. Jamey Prickett

Music by:
Chancel Choir 

Modern Worship Team 
Brush Fire

Lunch immediately following: 
Ralph Brooks Sr. serves his famous BBQ chicken

Homemade Desserts
Fun and Fellowship

RSVP online at gfumc.com/ilovemychurch
or call the church office at 770.536.2341.



The Legacy Continues

“My family has always loved the Lakeside service 
and look forward to it starting each year. We 
would take a blanket  and/or chairs for our 
children as we do now for grandchildren. It is a 
time when we all can sit together and enjoy God’s 
beautiful outdoor creation. The service provides 
beautiful music and a special message - but not 
too long that the children cannot enjoy. The  
Lakeside has always been a special part of our 
family memories since the first Sunday it started 
many years ago!”  - Ginny Crumley

“I am so glad our church has the ability to have 
church outside and especially next to Lake  
Lanier. My family has been attending Lakeside 
services since I was born, 31 years ago, and I 
cannot imagine worshipping in the Summer any 
other way. My favorite aspect of Lakeside is  
being able to be outside in God’s handmade 
chapel listening to His word. Being parents now, 
Morgan and I enjoy being able to lay out a quilt 
for our children to sit on and experience worship 
as I did as a child. If any member has not come 
to Lakeside, I strongly encourage them to come 
out and experience worship in the outdoors as 
many followers of Jesus did.  GFUMC truly has a 
gift from God by having an outdoor sanctuary.”

- Trey Wood

“The reason I love this venue most is I love being 
surround by the beauty of nature, the lake,  
family, and friends that God created for us to 
come together. So what better place to worship 
Him in the openness of His beauty. There is a 
“closeness” to God that is felt in this sanctuary 
unlike any other. I have enjoyed this service since 
its conception. It just gets better and better.”

- Mary Beth Begley

Did you know Gainesville First UMC  
worshiped at Lakeside before the church 
was built on this property?
On June 5, 1977, services were held at the rustic cross for the 
first time. Most of the congregation sat on blankets or beach  
towels. As the service grew in popularity, a small stage was  
built and since then, it has been expanded twice. Church  
members have continued over the years to attend with their  
blankets or chairs, coming by car or boat.  Today, this service is  
still a huge part of Gainesville First UMC.

When is “I Love My Church Celebration 
Sunday?”
On this special day, Sunday, September 24, at 10am, we will  
all come together at Lakeside Worship to celebrate all the great 
ministries of Gainesville First and look toward 2018.

How will everyone sit in this space if we 
all worship together?
So we can accommodate everyone, we will have easy access  
seating and a large tent for more shade. We will also have the  
golf carts running to help transport those who may need  
assistance.

What else is planned for this special day?
Everyone in attendance will enjoy a free lunch, featuring 
Ralph Brooks Sr.’s famous BBQ chicken, sides, and homemade  
desserts. The kids will also enjoy inflatables and games.  It will be 
a great time to be together as church family.

What if it rains that day?
Rain or shine we will all worship together. If it is raining or too wet 
to be at Lakeside, we will move into the Sanctuary for worship.

Frank & Nell Wiegand worshiped at Lakeside from the time it began. The  
legacy continues with their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.



GIVING
UPDATE

“In your relationships with one another, have the  
same mindset as Christ Jesus...”Philippians  1:5

While practicing my guitar one evening, I played one string at a time, listening to the distinctive 
sounds of each string.   Yet, they all share a common goal: harmony.

Before I get started, I have to take the time to tune my guitar.   A well-tuned guitar helps us 
recognize songs.  On the other hand, try playing the guitar out of tune, and all you get is a lot of 
noise that nobody wants to hear.  

Once I have the guitar tuned, I must take the time to practice it so that I can play well with 
other musicians.   If even one string is out of tune, it affects the whole song.  

In Modern Worship, I play the harmonica.   This is why it’s important I take the time to practice 
the songs I’m given for that particular Sunday. I have a team beside me to play alongside.  If I’m 
not prepared, it affects the image of the whole band.   If I’m the only one in the band who hasn’t 
taken the time to prepare then essentially, I don’t have the same mindset as the others who 
have taken the time to practice. 

As the body of Christ,   each one of us is like a different string on a guitar, distinct and different.    
In our different roles, whether it’s parents and children or pastor and parish, musicians and 
congregants, we are called to one purpose; to glorify Christ.   

This is why Discipleship is the most basic fundamental of our faith.  Like tuning a guitar,  
Discipleship helps each of us to stay in tune with each other and with God.   There are several 
ways we can engage in Discipleship; one on one, an accountability group, small groups, or a 
church class.  

“After the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out two by two  
ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go.”  Luke 10:1

As Disciples, God has called us to be in community.   As we walk this journey, let’s commit to 
walk in community together through Gainesville First United Methodist Church.  We have 
several opportunities available this coming season.  Come get in tune with others around you.  
Let’s be like-minded in our fellowship together, and grow to be who God calls us to be: His 
Disciples.  Go in peace.  - devotion by Trey Wilson

Do you love to write or blog devotions? If so, feel free to submit a devotion to Rebeccah Damon at 
rdamon@gfumc.com for consideration to be printed in The Anchor.

WalkING IN COMMUNIty tOGEthER

dISCIPlEShIP faMIly kICkOff



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

JUNE2017

GOAL  $269,745 
ACTUAL  $314,673                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $1,711,706 
ACTUAL  $1,973,003                                    

Sunday, September 3 

In town for Labor Day? Celebrate the holiday with your church family! Join us as we enjoy a picnic 
lunch, games and activities with the family, and some fun football themed surprises in the back  
parking lot Sunday, September 3, after the 10:55am worship services. Contact info@gfumc.com for 
more details.

Happenings in September
A lot is going on this month! See more events happening at Gainesville First at GfUMC.COM/EvENtS.

Sundays, September 9 & 16 

Lay Servants partner with clergy to extend Christ’s message in the church and community through 
leadership in small groups, stewardship, evangelism, worship, etc.  Join us for 1 of the 3 courses, the 
Lay Service Basic course, the God’s Mission Our Journey course, and the Worship course. Go to 
gfumc.com/events to find more info on how to register to attend.

Monday, September 18 

The Great Day of Service Golf Tournament directly funds the Great Day of Service and other local 
outreach ministries. On that Spring Saturday, the people of GFUMC reach out to the community by 
completing service projects and sharing the love of Christ. Join us Monday, September 18, for a fun day 
of golf, and leave an eternal impact on Gainesville! For more info or to register, visit gfumc.com/golf or 
contact Misty Leach at mleach@gfumc.com.

Sunday, September 24 

Accomplished jazz vocal artist Virginia Schenck’s world music influences come from her own vocal  
exploration of circle singing, which she studied under legendary Bobby McFerrin. She appears  
frequently at numerous jazz venues in Atlanta, sitting in with other artists or fronting her own quartet. 
She brings an emotional connection to her craft and takes listeners on a pilgrimage with music that is 
both authentic and soul-inspiring. It’s a journey you’ll want to take! Join us at 4pm for this free event, 
childcare will be provided for children 5th grade and under. Contact jcauller@gfumc.com for more 
details.

Monday, September 11 

We’re excited to start another year of our After School Program with a Back-To-After School Party. 
The ASP kids will have a blast Monday, September 11, from 4-6pm, playing on inflatables, and enjoying 
food and games! The ASP is a vital ministry of our Kids Outreach, where children from the Baker- 
Glover community are transported to Gainesville First each Monday throughout the school year for 
help with their homework, a snack, recreation time, and a Bible lesson. If you are interested in being 
part of the After School Program, please complete the “I’m Ready To Serve” form at gfumc.com/serve.
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3 Sunday Services 
 Family Worship Sunday 

4 Labor Day
	 Church	&	Office	closed

6 Wednesday Night activities

10  Sunday Services 

11 After School Program begins

13 Wednesday Night activities

15-17 Club 345 Retreat

17 Sunday Services

17-24 Family Promise Week

18 Great Day of Service  
 Golf Tournament

20 Wednesday Night activities

23 Chancel Choir Fall Workshop

24 Celebration Sunday at Lakeside
 Sacred Jazz Concert

27 Wednesday Night activities
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