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   But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare  
   the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  1 Peter 2: 9

As United Methodists, we celebrate Laity Sunday this month. I think one Sunday is a nice gesture but it isn’t enough of a celebration, 
especially for us! Laity comes from layperson and layperson refers to a member of the church. A member like you.

Methodism was founded on the shoulders and the faith of laypeople, not clergy (ministers). In fact, in the early days, a preacher may 
only show up once every couple of months for a church service. But the church worshiped every Sunday. The church cared for her 
members, day in and day out. The church visited the sick and ministered in times of death. And the church did all of it with very little 
involvement of a trained professional. It’s also interesting to note that this is when the Methodist Church experienced revival and 
spread from one side of the Atlantic Ocean to the other.

The Apostle Peter says that you as a church member are a chosen people, a royal priesthood. You are God’s special possession. You are 
the ones that declare the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. 

You continue to be good Methodists. It’s you, as church members, who assembled and shipped over a thousand cleaning buckets to 
Texas last month. It’s you, laypersons, who are investing sacrificially and generously in the futures of the children in the Baker & Glover 
community. It is you, laity, who sit on the floor with our children and in circles with our middle and high schoolers, sharing with them 
the Good News of a God who loves them. You are the ones who gather to pray for the church. You are the ones who teach and lead in 
worship. You, the laity, are the ones who serve on teams and committees and make this church the great church that it is.

I speak for the entire staff in saying, it is such a great honor to serve alongside each of you in the mission and ministry of Gainesville 
First United Methodist Church.  One Sunday isn’t enough to celebrate you.

So thankful to be in it with you,

Pastor Scott
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Tell your friends and neighbors Gainesville 
First’s annual Pumpkin Patch is back in October! 
Lots of different sizes will be available. We have 
pumpkins for everyone! Proceeds go to benefit 
Student Ministry scholarships and mission 
opportunities.

The Pumpkin Patch will be open October 2-31. 

Sunday: 1pm – 7pm
Monday - Saturday: 10am – 7pm 

Do you want to volunteer at the Pumpkin 
Patch? Visit gfumc.com/events to sign up.



Each week, during Wednesday’ Spotlight Bible Study and Sunday’s Illuminate 
/ Life Group, dinner is served for students.  Meals, which consist of a main 
course, side, drink and dessert will cost $5.  In an effort to simplify the process 
of payment and record keeping, we have instituted three separate meal plans.  
You may now pay online at gfumc.com/students in one payment for the plan 
you choose.

____________________________________________________________________

MEAL PLAN #1 is the Wednesday Night Meal Plan.  This plan consists of 14 
meals between the dates of Sept. 6 and Dec. 31.  If a student does not attend a 
particular Wednesday, we cannot offer a refund, but will accept your payment 
as a donation to Student Ministry.  See gfumc.com/students for current pricing.

____________________________________________________________________

MEAL PLAN #2 is the Sunday Evening Meal Plan.  This plan consists of 13 
meals between the dates of Sept. 10 and Dec. 31.  If a student does not attend 
a particular Sunday, we cannot offer a refund, but will accept your payment as a 
donation to Student Ministry.  See gfumc.com/students for current pricing.

____________________________________________________________________

MEAL PLAN #3 is the Combo Meal Plan.  This plan consists of 27 meals 
between the dates of Sept. 6 and Dec. 31, covering both Wednesday nights 
and Sunday evenings.  If a student does not attend a particular Wednesday or 
Sunday, we cannot offer a refund, but will accept your payment as a donation to 
Student Ministry. See gfumc.com/students for current pricing.

____________________________________________________________________

You may pay for individual nights, but we encourage you to think about and 
purchase a meal plan to avoid the hastle of having to find cash every week.
We hope this meal plan will be helpful and relieve an area of stress in your life.  
New plans covering January thru May 2018 will be shared later.

Wednesday, October 25  /  6:30 - 8pm  /  Front Parking Lot
Trunk or Treat is one of the biggest community reaching events we do all 
year! It’s a free, fun-filled event (costumes encouraged) for the whole family, 
and we need you to help make it incredible for our guests!

Decorated Trunks | Free Food | Snow Cones | Inflatables 
Bungee Jump | Rock Wall | Photo Booth | And of course CANDY!

How can you help?
     1. Donate Candy. Please drop off bags of new, individually wrapped  
          candy in the collection bins located around the church.

     2. Decorate your trunk and pass out candy to kids. Prizes awarded for     
          most participation and best trunks! Sign up to decorate your trunk at  
          gfumc.com/kids.

     3. Invite your family, neighbors and co-workers. 
 

Student Fall Retreat

When was the last time you had 2 days to do 
nothing?  You probably can’t remember it.  This 
October 27-29, we’re giving students the gift of 
boredom.  For two days, we’ll be at the Athens Y 
Camp with no agenda except to relax, eat and be 
together.  Sounds like fun, right?  We’ll be talking 
about Jesus Christ, but the atmosphere will be 
chill and laid back.  And, oh yeah, we’ll be tuning in 
for the Georgia/Florida game on the big screen.  
Register online at gfumc.com/students by  
October 20.

As we head toward fall, things continue to heat up 
at Ignite Student Ministry.  We’re excited about the 
programming we’ve developed and implemented. 
We have a great Leadership Team comprised of 
adults and students.  Attendance numbers are up 
and continue to trend higher.  God is so good.



international missions
GFUMC is proud to be a supporter of several excellent international missions. Learn more about them at gfumc.com/missions.

Honduras – Orphanage Emmanuel 
Gainesville First provides funding to: 
     - Help house, feed and educate 500 children daily, many of  
        whom have been physically and sexually abused 
     - Pay shipping for a container to deliver much needed supplies  
        to sustain the orphanage with items they are unable to  
        purchase locally 
     - Send mission teams for 3 weeks to share the love of Christ  
        through loving, caring relationships with those that feel  
        most abandoned

Honduras – Reed & Kim Skinner 
Gainesville First provides funding to: 
     - Teach life skills and bring hope to single young mothers in  
        Tegucigalpa living in poverty 
     - Sponsor conferences to teach and encourage Honduran  
        pastors 
     - Take the word of Christ, food and medical help into the  
        mountains of the indigenous people

Honduras – Mike & Karen Madsen 
Gainesville First provides funding to: 
     - Build a vocational education shop and education program to  
        teach boys a trade that can be used to support themselves  
        and their family when they leave Emmanuel 
     - Teach parenting skills to young girls who have no life  
        experience to be loving nurturing parents 
     - Teach classes on conflict resolution, anger management and  
        self-esteem to children who have been thrown away by their  
        families and their country 
     - Work to make changes throughout the compound to reduce  
        energy and water consumption

Honduras – North Shore 
Gainesville First provided funding that allowed the mission 
team to: 
     - Provide medical care to 594 patients 
     - Lead 215  children in VBS classes 
     - Establish a science lab and training with teachers at Utila  
        Methodist School 
     - Pour a large concrete pad for a staircase 
     - Built and painted classroom book cases

Romania – Dave & Jen Cox 
     - Lead a ministry team of 10 in Bucharest 
     - Building a healthy team, providing strategic leadership,  
        mobilizing resources and developing leaders through  
        coaching 
     - Area leader in ReachGlobal

Serbia – Kovocica Methodist Church
(Partnership/sister church) 
     - Our partnership helps pay the salary of the pastor there,  
        Daniel Sjanta who visited here in June 
     - Funds also helped the church install central heat, which they          
        had never had.  It was difficult to heat the worship space with  
        small heaters throughout. 
     - Ministry that provides a wholesome atmosphere to young  
        couples and families 
     - VBS to 100 children

Missionary Dave Cox
will be preaching in 

Classic Worship Services 
Sunday, October 22

Dave and Jen Cox are missionaries to Bucharest, Romania, with ReachGlobal. They are in their 21st 

year of working in discipleship, church planting, and Muslim ministry in this city of 3 million people. 

Dave grew up at Gainesville First around the time the church moved to its current location. His mom, 

Brenda Cox, is one of our members. Dave and Jen are very grateful for the support they’ve received 

over the years from GFUMC. Jen is attending mission meetings in MN the week of October 22nd, 

but Dave will be here visiting his mother and is looking forward to worshiping with us that day.



Missions are a vital part of ministry at Gainesville First, so the 
Missions Market folks wanted to share what your generosity 
has provided during the last 3 years and also cast our vision for 
the future.

Thanks in huge part to you, the last three Missions Markets 
have benefited Orphanage Emmanuel, For His Kingdom (Reed & 
Kim Skinner), The Village of Eden, Honduras North Shore/Utila 
Ministry (Rev. Ferris Hardin), Journey of Trust (Mike & Karen 
Madsen), Serbia and Romania (Dave & Jen Cox). 

Over $67,000 has been distributed to the seven mission areas 
listed above through the sale of merchandise, culinary dishes, 
gift cards and donations. From that amount gift card sales of 
$20,225 has gone directly to needs specified by each ministry. 

The Gainesville First UMC membership has had opportunities 
to hear directly from the missions and the missionaries we serve, 
better educating us and connecting our congregation to their 
work and needs. Gainesville First members have participated 
in mission trips to Honduras and Uganda, finding themselves 
ministered to in more ways than they have ministered.

By participating in Missions Market, we have all received an  
intangible benefit of giving hope to our sisters and brothers 
across the globe, living the Great Commission and uniting our 
membership around a shared vision of service.

What will Missions Market 2017 look like?
Mark your calendar for November 12, 8am - 1pm! This 
will be “Give Hope Sunday.” You will not want to miss the 
light breakfast offered to our shoppers. This year’s focus 
will be delicious culinary treats, just in time for Thanksgiving 
entertaining; “Give Hope” Gift Cards; and a scaled back 
offering of merchandise. Still available will be our personal 
favorites - the Chrismon Christmas ornaments, the silver 
GFUMC cross charms, Debra Hewitt art, and some  
interesting new items.

We will again be enlisting some of Gainesville First’s best 
bakers, grillers and cooks. If you are willing to provide a 
dish for the Market or if there is a dish you have purchased 
in the past and want to see brought back, please contact 
Mary Casper at marycasper@hotmail.com. Volunteers are 
needed, and there are many options available. Please  
contact Sharon Bozeman at sbozeman@me.com for more  
information. More details about Give Hope Sunday will be 
included in Sunday bulletins and church emails as we get 
closer to the event!

We want to thank you for your gifts of hope in the past and 
ask you to continue your generous giving. What a blessed 
body of faith is GFUMC! We are so fortunate to have 
HOPE. Let’s join together to give HOPE.



GIVING
UPDATE

BE StRONg, DRESS WELL, AND PRAy

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put 
on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people.”  Ephesians 6:10-11, 18

Between Harvey, Irma and the possibility of more storms as 
we weather this hurricane season, we’ve been inundated with 
the forces of nature so strong that even some of our mightiest 
buildings, homes and trees could not stand firm or for that matter, 
even stay upright!  While nature is unleashing its strength, so too 
is our Lord.   

Our instinct is often to think we can handle all the difficulties in 
our lives.  But this was never God’s intention for us to be self- 
sufficient.  In truth, the Bible teaches us that it is exactly the  
opposite.  We are designed to be dependent upon our Lord for 
our strength. 

Be Strong  ============================================================
As Disciples of Christ, we do have the strength to be strong.  Paul 
writes in the closing verses of the letter to the church at Ephesus, 
that we can be strong, not out of our own will or power, but by 
finding our strength in Jesus and claiming His mighty power.  The 
very power of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ is living inside 
each of us.  So how do we claim this power? 
 

LABOR DAy PICNIC
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Dress well  ===========================================================
To do so, Paul offers a very specific way for us to “dress.”  We are 
to don for ourselves all that God offers us:  truth, righteousness, 
peace, faith, salvation and the word of God.  In other words, we 
are to claim the gifts that God has given us.  His word is our truth 
and Jesus offers us our salvation through faith and promises us 
peace.  Not a worldly peace, but peace for our soul.  

These are the gifts from God that will enable us to stand firm 
against whatever adversity we face in this very moment.  But 
there’s more. . .

Pray  ==================================================================
Pray in the Spirit on all occasions.  Prayer is our lifeline, our  
constant connection to Christ.  So pray, pray for yourselves and 
pray for others.  

And remember, while the electricity may go out, our power as 
Disciples of Christ never does!

Blessings upon you all.  - devotion by Rev. Liz Millar  

     SuBMIt A DEvOtION
          Do you love to write or blog devotions?  If so, feel free to  
          submit one to Rebeccah Damon at rdamon@gfumc.com    
          for consideration to be printed in a future Anchor.



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

AUGUST2017

GOAL  $217,240 
ACTUAL  $228,439                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $1,928,950 
ACTUAL  $2,201,242                                    

Thursday, October 5 

The Modern Worship Team of Gainesville First will host a night of worship Thursday, October 5 at 
7:30pm. We will be gathering at lakeside for this worship event. This worship experience is designed 
for everyone to spend time worshiping the Lord through music, scripture, storytelling, and prayer 
apart from our Sunday morning experiences. We look forward to seeing what God will do in and 
through us on this night! Childcare will be available (preschool & under). Contact Misty Leach at 
mleach@gfumc.com for more information. 

Happenings in October
A lot is going on this month! See more events happening at Gainesville First at gFuMC.COM/EvENtS.

Sunday, October 15 

Methodism, in all its roots, has a long history celebrating and recognizing the ministry of you, the  
people. Established by the General Conference, this special day is observed on the third Sunday in  
October. Laity Sunday focuses on the celebration of the ministry of the people in the church.  It is a day 
to celebrate the ministries each of you carry out day to day and in the church body.  Join us for this  
special day and hear from our very own members and a testimony of the church. Contact Jackie  
Powers at jpowers@gfumc.com for more information. 

Monday, October 9 

Please put our second annual UMW Conference on your calendar! We will meet Monday, October 
9, 10am - 1pm, in the Reception Hall. Your voice in these “changing times” needs to be heard, and we 
want to hear from you! This is an open meeting, your suggestions are welcome. We’ll have special 
guests with us as well, and after the meeting you will be the first to tour the “new GFUMC Library.” 
Lunch will follow, bring a covered dish to share, UMW will furnish the rest. After lunch we will stuff 
the decorated shoe boxes for children to be distributed at Christmas. Contact Rebeccah Damon at 
rdamon@gfumc.com for more information. 

Sunday, November 5 

During each of the worship services Sunday, November 5, a roll call of the Gainesville 
First UMC members who have passed away since October 10, 2016 will be read. Make 
plans to join your church family as we remember those who made a significant difference 
to our families, church and community.

We will remember:
Phyllis Anderson, Martha “Louise” Barnett, Elizabeth Lauren Beebe, Keith Beverly, 
Winifred “Winkie” Boomershine, Harrison Bryan Brinson, Shaw Carter, Ellen R.  
Collicott, Anne Dadisman Collier, Dale Duncan, Mary Ann Groome, Milton “Milt”  
Grover, Donald E. Hammond, James Bertram Hawk, Dr. Henry Smith Jennings, Jr., 
Kathleen Head Johnson, Sharon Leazer, Jane Fleenor Lower, Charles Edward Mason, 
Jr., Leon Ellis McCook, George Walton Moore, III, Bobby Jo Painter, John Harold Platt, 
Talbert “Tab” Shelton, Elizabeth B. Sherman, Lovedia “Dee” Snow, Martha C. Stillwell, 
Doris Herrin Sutton, Clyde Thomason, and Max F. Ward.

If there is a church member who has passed and should be added to the list, please  
contact Julie Julian in the Church Office at 770.536.2341 or jjulian@gfumc.com.
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