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“If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against 
itself, that house cannot stand.”  Mark 3:24 & 25

I don’t recall a time in my life when there has been such blatant division. Not only have  
folks become entrenched in their “side”, now there are numerous arenas in which we  
must pick a side. And sometimes we even pick a side within a side. A sub-side if you will. 

It seems communication has virtually shut down between sides. We can’t hear another 
person as a person; rather we filter everything they say through the “side they are on” and 
we are already preparing a response they are done speaking. It is tense. It is exhausting. It 
is heart breaking.

It reminds me of the story of the man stranded alone on a deserted island for twenty years. 
One day a passing ship noticed the fire he’d built on the beach. The ship veered toward the 
island and lowered the gangplank. The ecstatic man ran up the gangplank only to be met 
by the captain halfway up. He said, “Thank you so much for rescuing me! I’ve been alone on 
this island for so long, and I’m finally getting off of it!”

The captain said he was happy to help. But before they disembarked, the captain had a 
question. “I notice three structures along that ridgeline up there. What are they?”

The man excitedly explained, “Well the one in the middle is my house and the building on 
the right is my church.” Anxious to board the ship, he tried to get past the captain. The  
captain grabbed him by the arm and said, “But wait, what’s the building on the left?” Rolling 
his eyes the man said, “Oh... That’s the church I used to go to.”

You see, we think we can eventually find a group of people who will agree with all of our 
views and everything we believe, but the truth is we can’t always agree with ourselves! 
Remember, Jesus said a house divided against itself cannot stand. 

Since coming to Gainesville, I’ve really enjoyed a monthly breakfast with clergy from 
some of the other local churches. We are from different denominations, different races,  
different backgrounds, males and females, but what we have in common is so much greater 
than our differences.

With the Lenten Season approaching, the local clergy have created a schedule for  
community worship services and lunches. These will take place on the Wednesdays of Lent 
at noon. We will be rotating the locations, choir and preachers, and everyone is invited. 

You’ll find the entire schedule here in The Anchor, but I wanted to highlight several: 
• March 15 - GFUMC will host, Pastor Cynthia Park from Grace Episcopal will preach and  
   Antioch Baptist Choir will sing.
• March 22 - First Baptist on MLK will host, Pastor Lee Koontz from First Presbyterian will  
   preach and our very own Chancel Choir will sing.
• March 29 - Grace Episcopal will host, I will preach, and St. John Baptist Choir will sing.

Then, on Good Friday, at noon, we will process from Grace Episcopal to First Baptist,  
observing the Stations of the Cross as we join together and walk down Green Street. 

In the midst of all the division, I hope you will take advantage of these opportunities to 
unite.

Words cannot express Sandy’s and my gratitude to be a part of GFUMC and this great 
community.

Thankful,

Pastor Scott

Sunday Services:   
        8:30am             Classic Worship   
        9:30am             Chapel@9:30   
        9:45am             Sunday School   
        10:55am          Classic Worship   
        10:55am          Modern Worship

Wednesday Activities:   
        6:00pm             All Areas

Learn about our services, ministries, 
and events at gfumc.com.

Listen to our most recent sermons 
at gfumc.com/sermons. 

a:word:from
Pastor Scott Hearn
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Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson, 
the episcopal leader of  the  
North Georgia Conference, will  
be preaching Sunday, March 5 in 
two special combined worship 
services. 

9:30am Modern Worship
(ONE service, combined Chapel@9:30 and 
10:55 Modern Worship in the Great Room) 

10:55am Classic Worship
(ONE service, combined 8:30 and 10:55  

Classic Worship in the Sanctuary)

also 

Sunday, March 5
2:30-5:30pm

An Afternoon with Bishop Sue

GFUMC members are invited to 
join us for an afternoon  with the 
Bishop, as she shares her story 
and vision for the North Georgia 
Conference.



Registration is open for Revive 225, our spring break 

mission trip to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, April 2-8. This 

week will be an awesome week of service for those in 

need in the Baton Rouge area, as we do construction, 

repair, and clean up, as well as share the love of Jesus 

with those we are with during the week. Register online 

at gfumcyouth.com/events by March 12. Cost is $325. 

All students in 8-12 grade are eligible for this trip. 

Wednesday, March 29 
6pm / Great Room

___________________________________________________

Join us for our SPLASH year end program  
Crown Him With Many Crowns,  
a musical celebration of faith in the life,  
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Register online at gfumcyouth.com/events.



Bloody, beaten, and 

nailed to a cross, a 

dying Jesus looked at 

those around Him and 

spoke His final words 

as a man. What did he 

say? Join us in worship, 

Sundays this Lent 

(March 5 - April 2), as 

we relive Jesus’ final 

hours, and celebrate 

His ultimate victory 

on this Red Letter Day.



Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5  /  6-7:15pm  /  Room S-06  /  Book cost $9

Join us for this five-week study, facilitated by Wanda Kaminski and Ouida Stough, 
where our minds, bodies, hearts, and souls will be awakened and engaged in  
creatively praying to God for ourselves and for others. 

Lenten prayer stations will be available for all to visit. Also, a table of suggested 
resources will be offered for additional experiences in creative prayer. 

Lent Worship Schedule 
*Each host church will provide a light lunch 
for a suggested donation of $5 per person.

Wednesday, March 1  /  Noon & 6pm 
Ash Wednesday at GFUMC
Noon Speaker: Pastor Kathy Lamon
6pm Speaker: Pastor Scott Hearn

Wednesday, March 8  /  Noon
Community Service at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church
Speaker: Pastor Isaac Whitehead 

Wednesday, March 15  /  Noon
Community Service at GFUMC
Speaker: Pastor Cynthia Park

Wednesday, March 22  /  Noon
Community Service at First Baptist 
Church on MLK
Speaker: Pastor Lee Koontz

Wednesday, March 29  /  Noon
Community Service at Grace 
Episcopal Church
Speaker: Pastor Scott Hearn

Wednesday, April 5  /  Noon
Community Service at First 
Presbyterian Church
Speaker: Pastor Jaime Barona

Wednesday, April 12  /  Noon
Community Service at St. John 
Baptist Church
Speakers: Pastor Bill Coates &
Pastor Stuart Higginbotham

holy week Schedule 

Sunday, April 9
Palm / Passion Sunday

Thursday, April 13  /  7:30pm
Maundy Thursday Classic Worship 
Service in the Sanctuary

Friday, April 14  /  1pm
Community Good Friday Service at  
Grace Episcopal 
Stations of the Cross: One prayer set  
will be in the Nave at Grace Episcopal.   
The other is a prayer walk to First  
Baptist on Green Street.

Friday, April 14  /  7:30pm
Good Friday Modern Worship
Service in the Great Room

2017 LENTEN STUdy & 
LAByRINTH PRAyER WALK

Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5 
6-7:15pm  /  Room S-49

Join David Lee and Pastor Jamey Prickett 
as we explore the challenge and grace of the 
messages from the cross of Christ. 

In life and death, Jesus’ words were powerful 
and meaningful. The last seven words from 
the cross have long been a source of reflection, 
challenge, and soul-searching. These simple 
statements contain the full range of human 
emotions and divine self-revelation: grief, 
compassion, despair, forgiveness, physical 
need, and the promise of redemption. In many 
ways they embody the core of the gospel.

Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5 
6-7:15pm  /  Room S-13/15

Book cost $6

Join Rev. Liz Millar for this five-week 
study, as we explore the many gifts 

Christ provided to us at his crucifixion. 
These gifts include not only the gift 

of the cross, but also the thorns that 
pierced his brow, the nails that tore 
his flesh, the seamless robe that he 

removed for us, and the empty tomb 
where he forever defeated  

sin and death.  

Lenten studies  *Learn more at gfumc.com/lent.

Space for the Lenten Studies is limited, register online at gfumc.com/adults.



GIVING
UPDATE

Jesus changed the world with His two hands... 

What will you do with yours?
Join us to serve the community for GFUMC’s 11th annual

Christ calls His people to serve one another and  

make a difference. Great Day of Service is the  

perfect opportunity for us to live out our faith. 

Will you answer the call?
two of our service projects:

Register to serve now 
at gfumc.com/gds.

Saturday           March 25

LAMP Ministries
Yard Work and Cleaning 

LAMP Ministries is a faith-based non-profit 
organization dedicated to helping North  
Georgia’s most disadvantaged teens and  

families. They provide emergency shelter, food 
and basic necessities to those in desperate 

need.  They deliver guidance, counseling and 
compassion and work to enrich the lives and 

spirits of all who pass their way.

Challenged Child
Cleaning Classrooms 

Challenged Child’s mission is to serve 
children with disabilities and their typical 

peers through state-of-the-art educational, 
therapeutic, nursing and family support 
services in an integrated environment.

*More service projects at gfumc.com/gds.



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

JANUARY2017

GOAL  $332,032 
ACTUAL  $415,073                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $332,032 
ACTUAL  $415,073                                 

Welcome Rev. Liz Millar, GFUMC’s 
new Minister of discipleship 
What a privilege it is to be part of the GFUMC 
family of faith!  I’m Liz Millar and am leading our 
Discipleship Ministries.  My passions are helping 
all of us grow, individually and corporately, into 
who God has created us to be, to study, worship  
and  “do life”  with one another and all those God 
brings into our lives, and to live lives that reflect 
the love of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

A lifelong Methodist, I was called into vocational 
ministry during my business career.  Currently, I 
am a commissioned Deacon in the UMC.  I have
served three other churches in leadership
capacities.  Most recently, I served Midway UMC 
as Associate Pastor of Outreach and Fellowship 
and with The Matthew Initiative as their CFO 
and Spiritual Director.  The Matthew Initiative is 
a non-profit organization focused upon church 
revitalization through leading our churches to 
reach the children in their community.  Prior to 
Midway UMC, I served Creekside UMC as their 
Discipleship Pastor with oversight for ministries 
from nursery through adult.  I also served North 
Springs UMC as their Children’s Pastor and 
Business Administrator.  Along with my Master’s 
degree from Asbury Theological Seminary, I hold 
an MBA and this experience coupled with my 
business background help me bring a strategic 
lens to our ministries, a lens that will help us build 
upon our current ministries, and take us to where 
God is calling us.  

My husband, Bill and I have been married for 28 
years and together we enjoy traveling, especially 
internationally, tending to our plants, and golf.  
We are both very excited about getting to know 
you and serving with you all!  

What is the Preschool Spring Showcase? 
It’s the largest annual Preschool fundraiser that allows our parents to raise money 
for the school in a fun way! The proceeds help the Preschool grow and provide a 
loving, nurturing, Christian environment for children to learn, explore, and thrive! 
Educational materials, curriculum, books, and much more is directly provided 
through this event.

Lunch will be served (reservations required), contact ebchitwood@gmail.com, or  
reservation forms will be available in the Preschool Office or GFUMC Church Office.

The Silent Auction is open to all! The Preschool children will perform, and their 
artwork will be displayed along with photographs of the children at play. For 
more information on the event, contact Kristy Bowling at klc1082@gmail.com or 
678.897.1352.
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For more info on all events, visit gfumc.com/calendar.

1 Ash Wednesday Services
 *No Regular Wednesday Night Activities 

2 World Day of Prayer

5 Combined Sunday Services  
 with Bishop Sue Preaching
 & afternoon with Bishop Sue

8 Wednesday Night Activities

12 Daylight Saving Time ends
 Sunday Services

15 Community Lent Service
 Wednesday Night Activities 

19 Sunday Services

21 50+ Event

22 Wednesday Night Activities 

23 Chestatee High School Event

25 Great Day of Service

26 Sunday Services
 Foster Care Informational  
 Meeting

29 Preschool Spring Showcase
 SPLASH Year End Program

Feature  Events  CalendarMARCH   2017


