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“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.”  - John 3:17

The Advent and Christmas seasons at Gainesville First is always such a wonderful 
time. You are such joyful and generous people. The staff and I are looking forward 
to anticipating and celebrating the coming of Emmanuel. 

You have a long history of being especially generous towards the cause the 
church leadership has sensed God placing on our collective hearts. I’m happy to 
share with you that there are two community ministries we will be celebrating 
and supporting with this year’s And So We Are Christmas Eve offering. These 
two organizations share a similar focus, serving vulnerable women and children 
in Gainesville/Hall County and around the state.

Many of you are familiar with the Gateway House and its mission of providing 
a safe, healthy and healing place for victims of abuse. The need for this service 
continues to grow, and the Gateway House has realized to be able to continue to 
effectively address this need, they will need to relocate from their current space. 
Half of the Christmas Eve offering will go to assist the Gateway House. You can 
find more information at gatewaydvcenter.org.

The second organization supported by this year’s Christmas Eve offering 
is a ministry that seeks to provide safety and long term healing to victims of 
sexual exploitation and trafficking. Sacred Roots Farm is based in Hall County 
and seeks to help these women and their children rediscover a sense of trust, 
dignity and hope, while living and working on a sustainable farm. Their goal is 
to be up and running by January. Your generosity through the Christmas Eve  
offering will go towards Sacred Roots meeting their monthly financial needs. You 
can learn more about them at sacredrootsfarm.org.

Most all of us know John 3:16 but I especially like verse 17 during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons. So many people in the world today experience condemnation; 
it’s such a joyful thing to be a presence of God’s hope, restoration and salvation.

What do you give to the person that has everything? Consider a donation in their 
honor to one of these ministries through the Christmas Eve offering.

Looking forward to being joyful and generous with you,

Pastor Scott

“‘See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are.’”  - 1 John 3:1

a:word:from
Rev. Scott Hearn

Don’t you wish you could experience 
Christmas with a child-like wonder again? 

This time of year we’re all so consumed 
by our checklist, shopping, decorating, 
and traveling, that by the time Christmas 
gets here, we’re worn out! Still, every 
now and then, we get a glimpse of the 
wonder of Christmas, and it often comes 
through the eyes of a child.  You see, the 
pregnant teenage virgin, the donkey 
ride to Bethlehem, the cattle stall, the 
shepherds, the angels, the royal visitors, 
the birth of the Son of God recapture the 
wonder of it all. Join us this Advent season 
to experience the wonder of a God who is 
with you and for you.

ADVENT 
SERMON SERIES

SuNDAy SERVIcES:   
        8:30am Classic Worship   
        9:30am Chapel Worship   
        9:45am Sunday Groups   
        10:55am Classic Worship   
        10:55am Modern Worship

WEDNESDAy AcTIVITIES:   
        6:00pm All Areas



In late October, 62 of our student community went “Off the Grid” for a weekend away from 
the business of life and the constant barrage of white noise that surrounds us. Our theme 
verse came from Mark 6:31 where Jesus says to the Disciples; “Come with me by yourselves 
to a quiet place and get some rest.”

We had an amazing time building relationships and strengthening community. It was a rainy 
and cold weekend, but as I looked around, the warmth I saw went deeper than just a blanket 
and some hot chocolate. There was a true sense of love and acceptance all around us. The 
smiles and laughter; the buzz from conversation; it was a beautiful thing.

We decided to take a chance that teenagers would enjoy a weekend of basically doing  
nothing. We hoped it would be meaningful and would give them a short respite in a world 
that just spins way too fast. Midnight dance parties, rock painting, basketball, the  
Georgia/Florida blowout, and relaxing on a porch while overlooking a lake with a mountain 
backdrop… These are special highlights that I hope will be remembered for a long time.

Life is lived in moments, and for two and a half days, we stole away to seek Jesus, slow down 
and live in the moment. We had a great time and I’d encourage us all to find a way to lean into 
the same words from Mark 6:31.  - Ric Clark

This is one of our favorite events each year! Join Santa Claus and 
his helpers for a delicious, free pancake breakfast you don’t want to 
miss! Our friend, Cameron the Camel, will read a Christmas story 
to all the boys and girls, and afterwards Santa will be available for 
pictures you can keep for a lifetime. Parents, please take a moment 
to reserve your spot online and choose a 9am or 10:30am seating 
time at gfumc.com/kids. Hurry, spots are filling up fast!



ThE chRISTMAS GAThERING
Thursday, December 7  .  7:30pm  .  Chapel

We’ve been looking forward to this one for a long time! We can’t wait to see you at The  
Christmas Gathering. The Modern Worship Team of Gainesville First will be sharing a joy-filled 
night of holiday favorites, hot chocolate, scripture, and community to prepare our hearts for the 
most wonderful time of the year. 

ThE LONGEST NIGhT SERVIcE
Thursday, December 14  .  6pm  .  Chapel

As joyous as the Christmas season is, often it can be over shadowed by the struggle with  
darkness and grief faced by those living with loss. Join us December 14 at 6pm in the Chapel for 

a service of healing and hope.

chRISTMAS FESTIVAL cONcERTS
Sunday, December 17  .  4 & 6:30pm  .  Sanctuary

One of the highlights of the Advent season is the Christmas Festival Concerts, which features  
the 60-voice Chancel Choir and 34-piece symphonic orchestra, conducted by Worship Arts 
Director John LaForge. Performances are at 4pm and 6:30pm Sunday, December 17 in the  
Sanctuary. Admission is free and childcare is provided. This concert is a great way to invite 
friends and neighbors to visit Gainesville First and enjoy some wonderful Christmas music.

ANGEL TREES 

Stop by the Gathering Room or MAC Lobby, in early December, to select an ornament from an 
Angel Tree and make a difference in the life of a child. Our gifts support Murphy-Harpst  

Children’s Centers, an independent, not-for-profit organization committed to meeting the 
needs of abused and neglected children and young people. Learn more at murphyharpst.org.

STAFF LOVE OFFERING

Gainesville First, you are blessed with an outstanding and talented church staff who strives year 
round to be salt and light in our church and the Gainesville area. During the first weeks of Advent, 
you will receive a Staff Love Offering envelope with your weekly bulletin on Sundays.  Will you 
prayerfully consider brightening your church staff’s Christmas season with a monetary gift? If  
possible, we would like to receive your offering by Sunday, December 17. Thank you for who you are 
and for your generosity.  - Alan Scott, SPR Chairman



For more information on all the Advent events at Gainesville First, visit GFuMc.cOM/EVENTS.

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

chRISTMAS EVE SERVIcES
_____________________________________________________________________________________

11AM 
Family Worship

*Service in the Sanctuary  
featuring Children’s music.

*Church and Church Office closed Christmas Day, Monday, December 25. Church Office closed Tuesday, December 26.

5PM 

Modern Worship
*Candlelight service  
in the Great Room.

5, 7, 11PM 
Classic Worship

*Candlelight services in the Sanctuary.  
Communion at 11pm.

Gainesville First has an incredible opportunity to demonstrate the love of Christ 
through our Christmas Eve Offering. We will be collecting the offering during the 
season of Advent and the final opportunity will be at our Christmas Eve Services. 
This year’s offering will benefit two local organizations working on behalf of  
vulnerable women and children, The Gateway House and Sacred Roots Farm.  
Go to gfumc.com/give to give today.



ThE WONDER OF uS ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
Advent is a season of preparation for our hearts as we anticipate the wondrous coming of our Savior. 
This Advent season, we are publishing a series of Advent devotions written by our congregation that will 
lead us through the Christmas story through the lens of Wonder. The awe and wonder of God who loves 
us so, the wonder we witness as we see God working in our lives and the lives of those closest to us, and 
the wonder we experience as we share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the world. Be sure to pick up 
a copy of The Wonder Of Us this month at Gainesville First.

WINTER ADuLT STuDIES
We’re gearing up for several new Adult Study  
opportunities in January. You can learn more  

about a few of them below. Registration begins  
December ?? at gfumc.com/studies.

Led by Rev. Scott Hearn

Ever read the Bible and wondered if the 
places mentioned really existed? Do you 
find yourself thinking you’re reading 
something more along the lines of The Lord 
of the Rings or The Chronicles of Narnia?

Well, the land of the Bible really does exist 
and it’s still there today. Join Pastor Scott 
for a virtual tour of holy sites throughout 
Israel and Palestine, the land of the Bible.

All are welcome to join us in January to 
learn more about the Holy Land, and this 
class will serve as a great primer for  
pilgrims participating in Pastor Scott’s 
April 2018 trip to the Holy Land.

Led by Rev. Jamey Prickett

This study will focus on the history and 
theology of John Wesley and the early 
Methodist. Join us as we explore what we 
believe, where we came from and what 
does it mean for us today. 

We will hold weekly discussions on The 
Wesley Family, Rise of Methodism,  
Maturing of Methodism, American  
Methodism, Ash Wednesday, God and  
Human Understanding, Creation and 
Humanity’s Need, Jesus and the Gift of 
Salvation, Holy Spirit and God’s Presence, 
and Means of Grace and the Church.

A Virtual Tour of 
the Holy Land

Led by Rev. Liz Millar

Whether you are new to Gainesville First, thinking about joining, or have been with us 
for years, we invite you to join us for a 5-week discussion of who we are as United 
Methodist. We will discover our Methodist history, examine our beliefs, look at what we 
have in common with other Christian and what sets us apart, and spend time exploring 
how we live our faith in our day to day lives.  

This is also a great time to meet some other people at Gainesville First. You can help us 
out by simply sending an email to lmillar@gfumc.com and letting me know you’ll you be 
part of our discussion. So, please join us!

living as
uNITED 
METhODIST

Wesley
Led by Rev. Liz Millar

The Gospel of John is a unique account  
of the life of Jesus. John, the devoted 
follower of Christ, has given us a personal 
and powerful look at Jesus, the eternal 
Son of God. As we study this Gospel, we 
will gain new perspectives on common 
Gospel stories and passages. We will 
discover the original context in which this 
Gospel was written, while discovering its  
relevance for us today as we live as  
followers of Jesus Christ.



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

OCTOBER2017

GOAL  $287,744 
ACTUAL  $293,179                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $2,452,937 
ACTUAL  $2,673,549                                    

Wesley Covenant Service
Sunday, December 31 / 10:55am services only / No Sunday Groups this day. 
In 1775, John Wesley introduced a covenant service as an important part of spiritual life in the  
Methodist societies. This renewal service was a time for the Methodists to gather annually for self- 
examination, reflection, and dedication, wholly giving up themselves and renewing covenant with God. 
Let’s start the new year by reminding and renewing our commitment to Christ.

Connecting Point Lunch 
Sunday, December 3 / after 10:55am services 

Interested in becoming a member of Gainesville First? We don’t want you to miss the opportunity to 
learn more about who we are and what we believe. Join us for a free lunch and hear about all the  
ministry that happens here, meet pastors and staff, ask questions, and get answers. Then following 
that lunch, two Sundays later, December 17, we will celebrate the new members God has brought to 
us on Connecting Point Sunday. RSVP now at gfumc.com/connectingpoint or contact Misty Leach at 
mleach@gfumc.com for more information.

Happenings in December
So much is going on at Gainesville First! See below and find more details and events at GFuMc.cOM/EVENTS.

Senior Adult Christmas Gala 
Friday, December 1 / 6pm / Reception Hall 
Senior Adults, we can’t wait to see you at the Christmas Gala! Shane Wilbanks, an acclaimed Christian 
illusionist, speaker and artist will be our guest. We’ll enjoy a catered meal and plenty of surprises!
Cost: $10 per person, plus a gift for a man or woman that will be donated to a local nursing home. 
Questions? Contact Mildred Smith at msmith@gfumc.com for more information.

Ignite Student Ministry First Annual Reindeer Games 
Sunday, December 10 / 5pm / Student area 

Students, join us for the coolest time ever and play some seriously ridiculous games. Prizes awarded 
all night long for: Tackiest Christmas Sweater, Glitteriest Christmas Sweater, Best Boy Band Accapella 
Carol, Best Girl Band Accapella Carol, Best Dance Moves to a Random Christmas Song, and Best Free-
Style Christmas Rap. White Elephant gifts! Did we forget to mention food? There’s going to be great 
food. This is a night you don’t want to miss. Bring your friends. Rudolph lets everyone join in these 
Reindeer Games!

NEW yEAR SERMON SERIES
Gainesville First United Methodist Church is transforming lives and 
communities by building bridges to Jesus Christ. When you look at 
scripture it becomes apparent that there are unique qualities and 
characteristics of a Jesus follower. As we begin 2018, we want to 
invite you to join us as we spend three weeks exploring what it means 
to live out the transformational values of a life committed to building 
bridges to Jesus Christ.
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1 Senior Adult Christmas Gala 

2 Breakfast With Santa

3  Sunday Services
 Connecting Point Lunch 

6 Wednesday Night activities 
 Student Christmas Party

7 Weekday Preschool  
 Christmas Program
 The Christmas Gathering

10 Sunday Services 
 Kids Christmas Program

13 Wednesday Night activities

14 The Longest Night Service

17 Sunday Services
 Connecting Point Sunday
 Christmas Festival Concerts

24 Christmas Eve Services

25 Christmas Day
 (Church Office closed, 25-26)

31 Sunday Services
 Wesleyan Covenant Services
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