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There are rhythms and seasons in our lives.  As July ends and  
August begins, the relaxing days of summer give way to busy 
schedules that come with the start of school and the fall season.  
New seasons give us opportunities to begin new routines.  

I want to personally invite each of you to include at least one  
of our Fall Discipleship small group offerings in your routine. 
We will begin Wednesday, August 16, with a great family  
kickoff that includes a wonderful meal, a fun celebration and  
time for fellowship.  We will close our time together by celebrating 
Holy Communion.  

We have a broad and varied offering of discipleship studies that 
are detailed in this edition of The Anchor.  Descriptions and  
registration details are included.  Small groups gather during 
the week day, as well as, the evenings.  Our broadest offering is 
on Wednesday evenings when we have something for everyone, 
no matter your age or stage of life.  Families, there are groups for 
the parents, the students and the children!  

As important as coming together as the body of Christ on Sunday 
is, it is equally important for us to gather during the week to  
celebrate where and how God is working in our lives and to  
hear the same from others.  Each of these small groups offer an  
opportunity to connect with God and with one another.

We will study the Word of God together, engage in robust  
dialogue and grow in our love of Christ.  Small groups allow 
space for us to discover God’s truths through engaging with one  
another.  These small groups feed our souls. 

Small groups provide a place for old friendships to grow deeper  
and new friendships to form.  We learn from other’s perspectives 
and experiences we share in our small groups.  Our faith and our 
journeys with Christ are designed to be lived out in community.  

Yes, I am writing to you as your Minister of Discipleship, but I am 
also writing to you as one whose life has been deeply enriched 
and profoundly changed through small group studies.  I know  
schedules are busy, but we all have the opportunity to set our  
priorities.  Make the One who gave it all for you, the priority for  
you and your family this fall.  

Blessed to be on this journey with you,

Rev. Liz Millar
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August 6 - September 3 with Rev. Scott Hearn
8:30am Lakeside Worship & 10:55am Classic Worship

Our lives really boil down to choices.
When pushed to our limits, what choices will we make?  
As we prepare to return to school and our routines,  
we’re taking five weeks to look at the life of Daniel to  
see what we can learn from him about taking a stand for 
God when times get tough.

Do you ever feel stuck in the same place with 
the same struggles?
We all need change. Whether it’s in discipline, faith,  
finances or relationships, making changes can often seem 
impossible. But all change starts with a simple step. In  
this series, we will talk about what needs to happen in  
order for us to change and how we can experience the  
joy that comes with making changes in our lives
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August 6 - 27 with Rev. Jamey Prickett
9:30am Chapel Worship & 10:55am Modern Worship



GFUMC’s Student Ministry participated in both sessions of 
GAP 2017. Students served those around the community 
who needed help with yard work or repairs inside and outside 
their homes. Their participation in GAP allowed students to 
learn ministry can be taken outside the walls of the church to 
wherever they go. 

 MSM & HSM

IGNITE_____________
   -  live worship
   -  relevant teaching_____________
Resumes Wednesday, 
August 23 at 6pm.

GFUMC hosts a Soccer Camp every summer at the Baker  
and Glover soccer field. Thanks to our sponsors, kids are  
able to experience this camp for free!

“It’s an awesome feeling being able to give back to something I once 
participated in.”  - Jairo (volunteer)

“Soccer camp is fun!”  - Genesis (pre-k camper)

All kids, rising K-5th grade, are invited to join us for a Back-to-
School Block Party August 6, from 9:30am-noon. Don’t miss the 
giant slide, obstacle course, and much more! All children need 
to be checked in at the Children’s check-in desk on either floor 
before attending the party.

We want to partner with you to disciple your kids. Join us  
August 6 at 9:30am in the Children’s Worship Center for a FREE 
continental breakfast and hear about the exciting things going 
on in Kids Ministry and learn about free resources for parents 
just like you. 



ADULT STUDIES THIS FALL
Register now at gfumc.com/studies.

Wednesday, August 16 / 6:00pm 

Join us to kickoff the new Discipleship year of Splash, Ignite,  
and Adult Studies.  We’ll have food, inflatables, and fun for all 
ages!  We will also feature a sampling of all our offerings for  
discipleship learning and a chance to chat with class leaders.  
Join us August 16 in the Great Room and MAC parking lot,  
then all programs and studies begin August 23.

Lunch Bible Study 
Led by Rev. Carolyn Clifton.  
Aug. 21 - Dec. 11.  Noon - 1pm.
HoneyBaked Ham, 1237 Thompson 
Bridge Road.  No cost.
How would you hear the sermon differently 
if you prepared your heart in advance? 
Join us as we discuss the Scripture texts 
for the upcoming Sunday sermon.

Men’s Bible Study 
Epic: The Story God Is Telling 
Led by Rev. Scott Hearn.  
Aug. 15 - Dec. 19.  7 - 8am. 
Reception Hall.  No cost.
Have you ever walked into a movie 20 
minutes late? It’s obvious something  
important is going on, but for the life of 
you, you have no idea. Have you ever 
viewed your life like that?

Join Pastor Scott to explore The Story 
we’ve all found ourselves in the middle of. 
Because there is a larger story, and you

the Old Testament. With a better grasping 
of the Old Testament, the New Testament 
will also become richer in meaning.

Amazing Collection
Led by Cathy Burns.  
Sept. 12 - Dec. 19.  10am - noon. 
Room S-06.  Cost $10.
The Amazing Collection is a very unique 
Bible Study. The material allows women 
who are new to God’s Word to comfortably 
begin their journey while a seasoned Bible 
student experiences ‘aha moments’ as she 
sees the pieces of God’s Word fit together.
This fall, we will begin with the last book in 
the Early Minor Prophets, Micah, then we
will move on to the Later Minor Prophets. 

Women, join us Wednesday mornings 
for coffee, light food and fellowship 
at 10:30am in Room N-119. After our 
time of gathering, we will breakout 
into two small groups at 10:45am for a 
scripture based study. 
  
 

Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

have a crucial role to play.

Men of all ages gather Tuesday mornings 
for biscuits, coffee and Bible study. The 
majority of the morning is spent in a small 
group environment. Small groups enjoy  
table fellowship, discussing how the week’s 
Bible study informs daily living and sharing 
of concerns. The study is open to all men. 
Nothing to sign up for, just join us at 7am.

Ladies’ Bible Study
Epic Of Eden
Led by Sheri Duke.  
Sept. 5 - Dec. 12.  10am - noon. 
Room S-13/15.  Cost $22.
Does attempting to read the Old Testament 
ever feel like trying to put together a 
jigsaw puzzle? You feel overwhelmed even 
trying to figure out where to start? Try as 
you might, there are still some pieces you 
know are important, but for the life of you, 
you just can’t figure out where they fit in? 
You wind up putting all the pieces back in 
the box, because it’s too complicated.

You are not alone. Join us for 12 weeks as 
we explore the message and meaning of 



1. Young Mom’s Group:  
Led by Shelly Winterboer.  
Aug. 23 - Dec. 13.  10:45am - noon.       
Room N-120.  No cost. 
Designed for younger moms or those new 
to the faith, this women’s group will help 
you meet the challenges and embrace the 
joys of motherhood. Fellowship, study, 
support and faith-based approaches to 
family are foundations of this group. 

Childcare provided for this group. Fill out 
the Childcare Request Form online or  
contact Julie Norwood at 770.536.2341. 

2. Wednesday Morning Women’s  
Bible Study 
Led by Michelle Alexander.  
Aug. 23 - Dec. 13.  10:45am - noon. 
Room N-119.  No cost.
No matter what your age or where you 
think you are in your faith journey, there’s 
a place for you in this group. This is a 
scripture based study featuring in depth, 
open discussion and fellowship in a casual 
setting.

Streams Of Living Water
Led by Dick Baxter. 
Aug. 23 - Dec. 13.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-01.  Cost $8.
In this landmark study, we will examine 
the “streams of living water” - the six 
dimensions of faith and practice that 
define Christian tradition. We will lift up 
the enduring character of each tradition 
and show how a variety of practices, from 
individual study and retreat to disciplines 
of service and community, are all essential 
elements of growth and maturity. We will 
examine the unique contributions of each 
of these traditions and offer, as examples, 
the inspiring stories of faithful people 
whose lives defined each of these “streams.”

Paul’s Letter To The Romans
Led by Rev. Jamey Prickett.  
Aug. 23 - Oct. 25.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-49.  No cost.
How does it happen that in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, world history took 
a new direction, and at the same moment 
the life of every human being on the 
planet was eternally affected? What does 
it mean that Jesus ‘saves’?

The letter to the Romans is a piece of  
passionate thinking. Paul takes the reality

bit more for this challenge by beginning 
with Beth Moore’s study on the prophetical 
book of Daniel. Join us in this “free  
discussion” of each chapter and verse. All 
are welcome!

Faith Café: Fervent
Led by Pam Katz & Nancy Evans.  
Sept. 7 - Nov. 9.  10am. 
Panera Bread Co., 625 Dawsonville 
Hwy.  Cost $11.
You have an enemy... and he’s dead set on 
destroying all you hold dear and keeping 
you from experiencing abundant life in 
Christ. What’s more, his approach to 
disrupting your life and discrediting your 
faith isn’t general or generic, not a one-
size-fits-all. It’s specific. Personalized.  
Targeted. This study is your chance to 
strike back. With prayer. With a weapon 
that really works. We will guide you in 
crafting prayer strategies that hit the  
enemy where it hurts, letting him know 
you’re on to him and that you won’t back 
down. Because with every new strategy 
you build, you’re turning the fiercest  
battles of life into precise strikes against 
him and his handiwork, each one infused 
with the power of God’s Spirit.

Paul’s Letter To The Romans
Led by Rev. Jamey Prickett.  
Aug. 24 - Oct. 26.  1 - 2pm.
Loco’s, 601 S. Enota Dr. NE.  No cost.
If you cannot make it to Jamey’s  
Wednesday evening group (see description 
under Wednesdays), take a lunch break 
with us Thursdays at 1-2pm. 

Accountability Groups:
Do you want more out of your spiritual 
journey? Take the next step forward by 
joining an accountability group. Groups 
are available for all. Contact Rebeccah  
Damon at rdamon@gfumc.com.

of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
and thinks through the implications. Join 
us this Fall as we explore the mind of the 
apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans.

Epic Of Eden: Isaiah
Led by Rev. Scott Hearn.  
Aug. 23 - Oct. 11.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-51.  Book cost $20.
Often named “the fifth gospel,” the book 
of the prophet Isaiah has more to say about 
Israel’s coming Messiah than any other Old 
Testament book. Brilliant, courageous, 
uncompromising, this prophet declared 
that “the year of the LORD” had come and 
God’s people needed to either step up, or 
stand down. Indeed, when Isaiah spoke, 
kings trembled.

But too often, when Isaiah speaks today, 
God’s people have trouble hearing. Why? 
We often miss the larger context. In The 
Epic of Eden: Isaiah, we go back to the 
eighth century BCE. This eight-week study  
explains Israel’s religion and economy, 
explores the definition and role of the 
prophets, and helps us to apply the message 
of this great champion of the faith to our 
lives today.

Ephesians: Living Into God’s  
Immeasurable Blessings
Led by Rev. Liz Millar & Stacey Terry. 
Aug. 23 - Dec. 13.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-03/04.  No cost.
In this letter to the church of Ephesus, we 
will discover the blessings of God, claim 
our unity with Christ and with the church.  
Then, we will delve into understanding 
how these principals can guide our daily 
life.  No book to purchase as all study 
materials will be provided.

When finished, this study will transition 
into a second session on the book of 1 
Peter. (Cost $8.) In that study, participants 
will be challenged to look beyond their 
current circumstances to a future inheritance 
and the living hope of Christ.

Reading Through The Bible: Revelation
Led by Ron & Betty Winkowski. 
Aug. 23 - Dec. 13.  6 - 7:15pm. 
Room S-02.  No cost. 
After a two-year journey through the New 
Testament, we’re almost ready to tackle 
the incredibly deep and interesting book 
of Revelation. We will prepare ourselves a
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Your First Steps Start Here.
Are you interested in becoming a member of Gainesville First?  Maybe you just want to 
learn more about who we are and what we believe?  If so, Connecting Point is for you!
 
Several times a year, we host a Connecting Point Lunch, (Sunday, August 13 / Noon / 
Reception Hall) where you can hear about all the ministry that happens here, meet  
pastors and staff, ask questions, and get answers.  Then following that lunch, a few  
Sundays later (Sunday, August 27), we celebrate the new members God has brought to 
us on Connecting Point Sunday.

Register to attend at gfumc.com/connectingpoint, or for more info about Connecting 
Point, contact Pastor Jamey Prickett at jprickett@gfumc.com.

Since January 1, 2013, there have been 129 babies born, 86 people 
married, and 384 new members! 
That is a lot of people changes in 4 short years and it’s been that long since  we captured 
Gainesville First’s membership pictures and with all the staff changes occuring, we are 
asking you to email the church an updated photo of yourself or your family.  You get to 
choose the picture!  These pictures will be updated to the membership database, so  
simply attach a picture, along with contact information, to an email and send to Julie 
Julian at jjulian@gfumc.com. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Julie at 770.536.2341.

The Great Day of Service Golf Tournament directly funds the Great  
Day of Service and other local outreach ministries. On that Spring  
Saturday, the people of GFUMC reach out to the community by  
completing service projects and sharing the love of Christ. Join us  
Monday, September 18, for a fun day of golf, and leave an eternal  
impact on Gainesville!

For more information or to register, visit gfumc.com/golf  
or contact Misty Leach at mleach@gfumc.com.

We have a new look and a new website! 
Research tells us that 9 out of 10 people will visit a church’s website before 
they visit the church.  That’s why it’s critical to create a captivating  
experience online.  After months in the making, Gainesville First has a  
beautiful, new website.  It will be a great tool to inform our community of 
who we are, what we’re all about, and how they can be a part of all God is  
doing here.  The website is also an important tool for members to find  
information on ministries and events, listen to sermons, give online, and 
much more! We hope you enjoy the new look and find the website to be very 
useful.  Let us know what you think at gfumc.com/contact.



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

JUNE2017

GOAL  $210,244 
ACTUAL  $219,115                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $1,441,962 
ACTUAL  $1,658,531                                    

The Raleigh Ringers Sounds of Faith Concert
$15 in advance, $20 at the door  /  Childcare: RSVP by August 11.

The Raleigh Ringers is an internationally acclaimed concert handbell choir based in  
Raleigh, North Carolina.  Since its founding in 1990, The Raleigh Ringers has dazzled  
audiences with unique interpretations of sacred, secular and popular music, including 
famous rock ‘n’ roll tunes.  The Raleigh Ringers perform on one of the most extensive 
collections of bells and bell-like instruments owned by any handbell ensemble in the 
world.  This professional ensemble has made a significant impact on the world’s  
handbell music repertoire by commissioning more than 125 compositions and  
arrangements for handbells.  Don’t miss this Sounds of Faith Concert event!

Smart Lunch, Smart Kids Thank 
You & Staff Packing Lunches
You all accepted (and thouroughly destroyed) 
the Smart Lunch, Smart Kids challenge the 
Outreach Ministry presented us in May.  
Your monetary gifts and service, provided 
over 4,850 lunches to kids who may have 
gone without this summer.  Thank you to 
everyone who participated, even the church 
staff was able to pitch in, it was truly  
appreciated and made a big difference in the 
lives of families right here in Gainesville.
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For more info on all events, visit GFUMC.COM/EvENTS.

6 Move Up Sunday 
 Sunday Services 

13 Sunday Services
 Connecting Point Lunch

16 Discipleship Fall Kickoff

20 Sunday Services

22 Tuesday Lunch Club

23 Wednesday Night  
 Discipleship programs begin

26 Raleigh Ringers Concert

27 Sunday Services
 Connecting Point Sunday

30 Wednesday Night  
 Discipleship programs 

Feature  Events  Calendaraugust   2017


