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One of the most important things you can believe as a Christian is 
what you believe about Easter.

Easter is a celebration of what Jesus Christ came to do. Two  
thousand years ago, Jesus split history into AD and BC. It’s the 
most significant event in history! God came to earth in the form 
of a human being; died on a cross for our sins to reconcile us to 
Him, and rose again three days later to prove that He was who He 
said He was. 

Why? Why did He do it? The most famous verse in the Bible 
is John 3:16. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only  
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish  
but have everlasting life.” Jesus says whoever believes in Him will  
not perish but have everlasting life. 

But what does it means to really believe in Jesus? I think a simple 
acrostic says it all – FAITH.

F - Follow His Example
Twenty-one times in the Bible Jesus says, “Follow Me.” He didn’t 
say follow a principle. He didn’t say follow a program. He didn’t 
say follow a religion. He didn’t say follow a code of ethics. He said, 
“Follow Me.”

The takeaway is this: God wants a relationship with you. “Follow 
Me” implies a relationship. God isn’t interested in religion. He’s  
interested in you!

A - Accept His Grace
What is grace? Grace is when somebody does something for 
you that you don’t deserve, or in the case of  faith, when God gives 
you what you need, not what you deserve. One of the things we 
need most is forgiveness. How do you get grace for your life? You 
can’t earn it, work for it, buy it or deserve it. The only way to get 
God’s grace is to admit you need it, and then say, “God, I need Your 
grace. I’m not perfect. I need Your forgiveness and I need You in 
my life.” Have you accepted His grace?

I - Invest My Life For Him
You only have three choices with your life. You can waste your  
life, you can spend your life, or you can invest your life.

We all know there are many ways to waste and spend your life. 
You can spend your life making money, storing up possessions, 
trying to get pleasure, trying to have power and popularity,
trying to become famous.  But the purpose of life is not to pile up
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a bunch of possessions, because the greatest things in life aren’t 
things. I bet you’ve already figured that one out. 

God has a plan for your life. Great intentionality went into you. 
You’re not an accident. God made you on purpose and for a  
purpose. Living out His purpose brings satisfaction and  
significance, meaning and fulfillment. There is a difference  
between success and significance. Did you know you were made 
for more than success? God made you for significance. What 
are you doing with what you’ve been given? Are you investing  
your life for God?

T - Trust His Wisdom and Strength
Colossians 2:6 says “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk in him.” That’s how it works. You trust Him at the  
beginning of this life of faith and then you trust Him for each day’s 
problems, too. Sometimes you hear people say, I’ve tried that  
religion thing. It just didn’t work for me.

Here’s the problem with that phrase: it’s in the word tried. Faith 
is not about trying, it’s about trusting. Some of you are at the end 
of your trying. You’ve tried in your marriage, you’ve tried to make 
it at school, you’ve tried in a relationship, you’ve tried to make it 
work in your business. You’re at the end of your trying.

When we get to the end of our trying, Jesus meets us there and 
says, Trust Me. I will lift you up. I will give you wisdom, and I will give 
you strength.

H - Hold on to His Promises
Did you know the Bible contains over seven thousand promises 
from God to you? One of the great promises is found in Romans 
8:38 & 39: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any  
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ  
Jesus our Lord.”  

Hold on to His promises and believe your beliefs!

After all these years, what I’ve seen as the core reason people 
won’t believe in Jesus is fear. Not pride, stubbornness,  
intellectualism or ego, but fear. I’m afraid of losing control. I’m 
afraid of giving up control to God. I’m afraid of letting God be  
God in my life.

How do you get what Jesus offers at Easter? How do you take 
that first step? Simple. You let go of your fear and trust Him.  
You don’t let fear keep you from the greatest thing ever.

Keep the FAITH,

Pastor Scott

Sunday Services:   
        8:30am             Classic Worship   
        9:30am             Chapel@9:30   
        9:45am             Sunday School   
        10:55am          Classic Worship   
        10:55am          Modern Worship

Wednesday Activities:   
        6:00pm             All Areas

April 2
Classic Worship 

Rev. Scott Hearn

Chapel@9:30 &
Modern Worship

Rev. Jamey Prickett

April 9
Palm/Passion Sunday

*see Holy Week Schedule

April 16
Easter Sunday

*see Easter Sunday Schedule

April 23
Classic Worship 

Rev. Kathy Lamon

Chapel@9:30 &
Modern Worship

Charlie Conder

April 30
Classic Worship 

Rev. Jamey Prickett

Chapel@9:30 &
Modern Worship

Rev. Scott Hearn



Vacation Bible School
SAVE THE DATE! 

June 5-9  |  9am-Noon

All rising Pre-K - rising 5th 
grade are invited to attend.

Register kids and adults 
starting April 16 at 

gfumc.com/vbs

SAVE THE DATE!
JUNE 5-9

9AM-NOON
VBXtreme is an action-packed week for  

students in rising 6th and 7th grades.   
Students will engage in hands-on missions, 

Bible study, prayer, hangout time ,  
and wild and crazy games.  

 

Register preteens and adults 
starting April 16 at gfumc.com/vbs

Thank you 
to all the 

leaders and 
host homes 

who poured 
into our 

Middle and 
High School 

students 
over the Get 

Connected
weekend!



HOLY WEEK________________________

PALM/PASSION
SUNDAY________________________

APRIL 9 
Regular worship times and 
locations as we celebrate the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem and His journey to 
the cross.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
CLASSIC WORSHIP________________________

APRIL 13 
7:30pm  /  Join us in the 
Sanctuary as we remember  
the Last Supper of Christ
and the disciples.

GOOD FRIDAY
MODERN WORSHIP ________________________

APRIL 14
7:30pm  /  Join us in the Great 
Room to commemorate the 
crucifixion of Christ.



Be our guest for Easter Sunday as we honor the Risen King!

SUNRISE/LAKESIDE
WORSHIP
6:30am  *with Communion
Rev. Kathy Lamon

CLASSIC
WORSHIP
8:00, 9:30 & 10:55am
Rev. Scott Hearn

MODERN
WORSHIP
9:30 & 10:55am
Rev. Jamey Prickett

Childcare for children, Pre-K and younger, at all Classic and Modern Worship services. No Sunday School.

Use Facebook or Twitter to invite a 
friend to sit with you Easter Sunday 

GFUMC.COM/EASTER 



GIVING
UPDATE

The 2016 Missions Market Committee is completely humbled and 
grateful for the support of our church and community.  The generous 
outpouring of kindness from everyone involved has been overwhelming, 
to say the least.  God has blessed us way beyond our expectations.  

All of your purchases from our Global Market, Culinary Market, Give 
Hope Cards, ornaments, artwork and the beautiful book “The Ornament” 
have made lasting impacts on the lives of those who depend on the  
seven missions supported by GFUMC.  This year, each mission will  
receive a base allotment of $2,000 plus the Give Hope Cards  
designated for each mission area. You can see the total of what each 
mission will receive on the right.

Thank you all again from the bottom of my heart!
          - Kim Powell, 2016 Missions Market Chair

FoR HIS KInGdoM
(Kim & Reed Skinner)   

HeLPInG HAndS-VILLAGe oF eden 

JouRney oF TRuST 
(Karen & Mike Madsen) 

KoVoCICA uMC SeRbIA 

noRTH SHoRe/uTILA HonduRAS 

oRPHAnAGe eMMAnueL 

ReACH GLobAL RoMAnIA 
(Jen & dave Cox)

$3,040

$2,730 

$2,875

$2,445

$2,800 

$3,310

$3,175

Your  love  for  one  another 

will  prove  to  the  world

that  you  are  
my  disciples.  John  13:35

At any given time there are between 175 and 200 Hall 
County children in foster care.  Children rescued from  
abusive or neglectful situations need a safe place to stay 
while their future is determined.  Is God calling you to  
transform the life of a child? Fostering exposes children to 
spirituality, healthy loving families, and to the love of God.  
God has adopted you as His child and heir; here is a chance 
to give someone else the same opportunity.

Foster Care Volunteer Training
Sunday, April 30 / 2pm / Reception Hall

Interested in volunteering to support a foster family? You 
could take them a meal, be a personal shopper, run play 
dates, or provide transportation. Many more opportunities 
are available! RSVP to Misty Leach at mleach@gfumc.com.

Throughout April, GFUMC will be collecting various medical,  
personal care, and children’s items for our North Shore Honduras 
Mission trip in mid-July.  Please visit gfumc.com/missions for 
more information and to download a full list of items needed.  To 
donate financially, please make checks payable to GFUMC, “Jim 
Thompson North Shore Honduras Mission” on the memo line.  

Collection bins are located in the Gathering Room, the rear  
entrance to the Sanctuary, and the MAC Lobby.

APRIL COLLECTION



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

FEBRUARY2017

GOAL  $249,244 
ACTUAL  $265,437                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $549,487 
ACTUAL  $681,965                                  

Worship outdoors 
in our Sanctuary

without walls!
Lakeside Worship begins Sunday, May 7 at 8:30am 

and will run Sundays through September.

Learn more about Lakeside and all Sunday worship 
opportunities at gfumc.com/worship.

Your first steps start here
Are you interested in becoming a member of GFUMC? Maybe you just want to learn 
more about who we are and what we believe? If so, Connecting Point is for you!

We invite you to come to our next Connecting Point Lunch (Sunday, April 23 / Noon / 
Reception Hall), where you can hear about all the ministry that happens at GFUMC, 
meet pastors and staff, ask questions, and get answers. Contact Misty Leach at  
mleach@gfumc.com or 770.536.2341 to RSVP.

Then two weeks later (Sunday, May 7), we will celebrate the new members God has 
brought to us on Connecting Point Sunday.

For more information about Connecting Point, contact Pastor Jamey Prickett at  
jprickett@gmail.com or 770.536.2341.

gfumc.com/connectingpoint

$3,040

$2,730 
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Thank You, Richard Petty
Richard Petty, a co-founder of 
the Believers Concert Band,  
is stepping down as artistic 
director and conductor after 15  
years of service to the 
organization. Since its founding 
in 2002, the band has grown 
to more than 50 players and  
includes musicians of varying 
age and skill level. Each year, the 

Support Youth Music  
Youth Music will once again be holding a Parking Lot Sale Saturday, 
May 6.  We are accepting donations now (until May 5) in Room N-110, 
located in the hallway behind the Sanctuary.  All household items in 
good condition will be accepted.  Please direct any clothing donations 
to local thrift stores and drop off bins around town.  Thank you for 
your support of Youth Music!

Believers Concert Band and Sentimental Journey Jazz 
and Swing Band present numerous concerts at GFUMC 
and elsewhere in our community. Richard will be  
honored for his dedicated service at the BCB Spring 
Concert at 3pm April 23 in the Sanctuary.  The concert 
will be followed by a reception celebrating Richard’s 
accomplishments and retirement. 

Learn more about Richard and his thoughts on the band’s 
success at gfumc.com/worshiparts or on the Worship 
Arts Facebook page, facebook.com/gfumcworshiparts.
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 Wednesday Night Activities
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