
The GFUMC Endowment Trust Fund  
at work 
 

Let me express my sincere gratitude to the 
members of Gainesville First United 
Methodist Church for their generous financial 
support through GFUMC’s Endowment Trust 
Fund during the past few years. Upon 
receiving a call into the ministry, I promptly 
enrolled at Asbury Theological Seminary to 
begin working on a Masters in Divinity degree 
(MDiv). As of this writing, I have completed 
approximately four-fifths of the course work 
required to graduate. 
 
It is difficult to conceive how I would have 
made it this far in my faith journey, were it not 
for the support of Gainesville First United 
Methodist Church's Endowment Trust Fund. 
My prayer is that God will encourage you to 
continue to support the Endowment Trust 
Fund, advancing His kingdom here in 
Gainesville and around the world. 
 
David Lee 
Certified Candidate for Ministry 
North Georgia Conference 
United Methodist Church 

Need more Information? 
 

There may be tax advantages for donors.  You are 
encouraged to seek professional tax and legal  
advice in putting together a plan that is best  
suited to your individual situation and goals. 
 
For additional information or to request a visit by 
church staff or a member of the Endowment 
Trust Committee, contact the Betsy Eubanks, 
Church Business Administrator:   
beubanks@gfumc.com or  
770-536-2341, ext. 117.   

Open Hearts 
Open Minds 
Open Doors 

 
Trust Fund 



Why should I consider a gift to the 
GFUMC Endowment Trust Fund? 
 

As a steward of all that God has given 
you, you may experience the blessings 
and joy of continuing to support the 
mission of the church beyond your 
lifetime through gifts to this permanent 
fund.  Contributions become a living 
memorial to loved ones and friends and, 
thus, a legacy for generations to come. 

Enhancing the future and mission  
of Gainesville First UMC 
 

“God is able to provide you with every good  
gift in abundance, so that by always having 

enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work.”   

2 Corinthians 9: 8 
 

Each of us will be remembered by what we 
have shared – our life, our love, our time and 
talents, our treasurers.  A legacy gift to the 
Endowment Trust Fund of GFUMC provides 
permanent financial support for continuing 
the work of the Church and making a 
positive difference beyond our individual 
lifetimes. 

What is the Endowment Trust Fund and 
what is its purpose? 
 

GFUMC’s Endowment Trust Fund was 
established in 1983 by a generous gift from 
the estate of R. Wilson Smith, Jr. by Nolie 
Smith. The Fund provides a permanently 
endowed source of support to promote and 
finance religious, charitable, and 
educational programs and projects of 
GFUMC separate, apart, and outside of the 
regular operation budget of the Church.  
 

Gifts to the fund are invested and only the 
interest income and a portion of earnings 
may be used for church-related projects and 
programs that include, but are not limited to 
the following: 
 

 theological scholarships or  
preschool scholarships 

 seed money for new ministries 
 special one-time projects 
 new unbudgeted capital needs. 

How is the Endowment Trust Fund 
managed? 
 

On behalf of the Church Council and the 
Board of Trustees, an Endowment Trust 
Fund Committee provides oversight for 
the funds that are invested through and 
managed by the North Georgia 
Community Foundation.  This committee 
monitors fund activity, actively promotes 
fund growth, receives applications for 
distributions, and makes 
recommendations to the Board for 
expenditures, according to approved  
by-laws.  

How may I participate in the Endowment 
Trust Fund? 
 

Many gifts to the Endowment Trust Fund 
are “planned” or “legacy” gifts which allow 
you to support the future ministry of the 
church without giving up assets during your 
lifetime.  However, the fund welcomes gifts 
of any size at any time.  You may want to   

 Make a gift in memory or honor of 
family or friends or a special  occasion 

 Include a bequest to the Endowment 
Trust Fund in your will 

 Name the Endowment Trust Fund as a 
beneficiary in a life insurance policy, 
IRA or 401K 

 Donate cash, stocks, bonds, or real 
estate. 


