
Acolyte Procedures and Definitions 
 
 

Arrival time   
 
25 minutes before the service start time:  8:05AM, 10:30AM for standard Sunday morning Sanctuary 
services.  This allows us ample time to put our robe on and go over the service in detail. 
 

Clothing and Presentation 
 
Please choose from the following neutral colors if wearing a white Alb:  Black, White, Khaki, Navy, Gray.  
No bright colors please…they bleed through. 
 
Boys - Dress pants and collared shirt.  Dark socks and Dress shoes.  Please no sandals or flip flops. 
Girls – Dress Pants or Skirt/Dress below the knee.  Blouse or collared shirt.  Please No sandals, flip flops, 
high heels or wedges. 
 
Hair needs to be neat in appearance and out of the face please.  
 

Robe Assignments  
 
Principal Acolytes who have served less than 2 years wear the white Alb, white rope cincture and 
multiple cross necklace. 
 
Principal Acolytes who have served more than two years will wear a black cassock and multiple cross 
necklace. 
 
Lead Acolytes wear a black cassock and red band cincture. 
 
Senior Acolytes wear a black cassock, red band cincture and large cross necklace. 
 

Service Guidelines 
 
We are involved in a production, in essence, so we want all of your actions during the service to be 
presented with excellence and in a professional manner at all times.  Since we are seated in front of the 
congregation, it is important that we are not doing anything to distract anyone.   

 
* No chewing gum. 

 * Acknowledge friends and family with a smile.   
* Please do not wave or make any gestures.   

 * Follow the service with everyone else using your bulletin, inserts or hymnal. 
* Whether seated or standing, it is important to maintain good posture. 

  
 
Children and Youth Acolyte Coordinator – Kimberly Pils   kgpils@gmail.com  
Adult Crucifer Coordinator – Ron Scroggins scroggins.ron@gmail.com  
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Alb:   A special long robe, which is usually white, worn by the Candle Lighters.    
 
Altar:   The altar symbolizes the throne of God, the presence of God, and serves as the Lord’s Table.    
 
Baptismal Font:  This piece of furniture holds the water for baptizing people into the Christian church.    
 
Bell:   The brass cup on the candlelighter that is used to extinguish the candles. 
 
Candlelighter:  A handheld device usually made of brass scored with a long wooden or brass handle 
used to light and snuff out candles.    
 
Candles: Represents the light of Christ that has come into our world. The candles are visible to all as 
Jesus taught in Matthew 5:15-16, “to let our light shine before men so they may give praise to God.”     
 
Cassock:  A fitted dark robe worn by the acolyte.    
 
Chancel:  The part of the sanctuary around the altar table and includes the chancel rail. The position of 
the altar table is in the center of the chancel area to remind us that God is the center of all our worship.    
 
Cincture:  A fabric rope that is worn around the waist as a belt while wearing the alb. It can be white or 
colored to coordinate with the liturgical season of the church.    
 
Communion:  Holy Communion, the sacrament known as the Lord’s Supper, is an expression of love. We 
come to this time of reverence to Jesus to gratefully recall His passion and death on the cross.  
 
Cotta:   A short white vestment worn over the cassock.    
 
Doxology:  A brief expression of praise and gratitude to God sung during the presentation of the 
offering.    
 
Lectern:  A podium that is opposite the pulpit in the chancel area and is significantly smaller.     
 
Liturgical Colors: The colors symbolizing the days and seasons of the Christian year, used for stoles and 
other vestments, altar cloths and other paraments, and church decorations.    
 
Narthex:  The entry way into the sanctuary.    
 
Nave:  Where the congregation sits. Also called the sanctuary. The meaning of the word nave is “ship”. 
This symbolizes that the church is an ark of safety which carries the faithful over the sea of life.  
 
Paraments:  These are cloths placed on the pulpit, altar, and other furniture. The color of the cloths 
changes with the seasons of the Christian year.    
 
Pulpit:   The scripture is read and the sermon is preached from here.    
 
       
Taper:   The long wick inside of the candlelighter that carries the flame.    
  


