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God continues to call Gainesville First deeper into a  
partnership of transforming lives and communities by  
building bridges to Jesus Christ. We are witnessing great 
things happening in the lives of people in our church and 
community. It’s so exciting to see!

When we think of transforming lives we often think of other 
people, but we as Wesleyans are changing too, we are  
moving on to perfection. This means our lives are being 
transformed by the Holy Spirit through the work of His 
sanctifying grace. Paul says this in Philippians 1:6 “being  
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will  
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” God is at 
work in us, completing the work He started.

In the Old and New Testaments, God is very interested in 
how we steward our material resources. God shows us there 
is a direct correlation between how we view money and the 
extent to which we trust Him. Jesus offers this insight: “The 
place where your treasure is, is the place you will most want to 
be, and end up being.” - Luke 12:34 (The Message) It’s true, 
isn’t it? 

During the month of October, we’ll be taking a closer look 
at how God is truly bringing about life and community  
transformation through the generosity of our people, 
and the ministries of Gainesville First. We have much to  
celebrate! You may also see where God is inviting you to 
respond with a generous heart to the work He is doing in 
and through us.
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a:word:from
Rev. Scott Hearn

REDISCOVERING THE PURPOSE  
AND POWER OF THE CHURCH

The October message series is entitled: We Build Bridges: 
Rediscovering the Purpose and Power of Church and our  
foundational scripture for the month is: “Giving, not getting, 
is the way. Generosity begets generosity.” - Luke 6:38 (The 
Message)

Have you been wanting God to do something new in your 
life? Does God feel far away? Over the years of my ministry 
I’ve found that the way God most powerfully does a new 
thing in the lives of His children is in the arena of their  
finances and time. What folks find is, it’s not the church that 
needs their money, but that the true blessing and freedom 
comes from trusting God with their finances. And when 
we move our eyes and hearts from ourselves to others, we  
become generous people. 

Will you begin praying for the month of October in the life 
of GFUMC? Ask God to increase our obedience that we 
might be even more eager to follow hard after Him. Pray for 
yourself and your family. Pray that God may use this time to 
draw you closer to one another and all of you closer to Him? 

I’m so grateful to get to be your pastor, and I’m eager to see 
the next thing God is going to do in our midst.

Prayerfully,

Pastor Scott

CONGRATULATIONS 
JACKIE POWERS

The Georgia Professional Administrators of the United  
Methodist Connectional Structure (PAUMCS) of the North 
Georgia Annual Conference recently met. At this meeting  
Jackie Powers was named the 2018 Administrative  
Professional of the Year for the North Georgia Conference. 
We are so proud of Jackie and thankful for all she does for us 
as a church staff and for Gainesville First. Thank you Jackie!



Wednesday, October 24  
6pm

Front Parking Lot  
Come out and join us for a fun-filled night the  
whole family will enjoy! The parking lot will be  

packed with games, inflatables, rock wall, bungee  
jump, petting zoo, free food, lots of candy  

and so much more!  

You and your family do not want to miss it!  
Costumes encouraged!  

Invite your friends to join us for this free event.

      ------------------ TWO WAYS YOU CAN HELP ------------------  
1. Volunteer to serve! We need people to run games, man stations, and serve food. 
This is a great opportunity to be a bridge builder! Sign up to help at gfumc.com/kids. 
2. Donate candy! Drop off your nut-free candy, from October 1-23, in the bins located 
around the church or buy from our Amazon Wishlist linked at gfumc.com/kids.

Student Ministry at Gainesville First is in full swing again for the 
2018/2019 ministry year. Our students are energized and attendance  
numbers are up from last year. Interestingly, we have 70+ students attending 
Wednesday Night Bible Study. As far as direct teaching, this is the most  
intense night of the week. Students do want to go deeper!   

Our leadership is a great combination of students and adults, and they’re  
excited as we look for ways to reach more students for Jesus Christ. We have 
excellent leaders, and if you feel a calling to invest in students, I know we have 
a place for you. I’d love to talk with you about where your interest, giftedness 
and passion lies. Just email me at the address below and I’ll quickly be in touch.  

If you have a student 6th-12th grade or know families that do, I want to invite 
you to get them involved in Student Ministry. This is a fun, exciting place. It’s 
an experience, not a class. We focus on lasting Christ-centered relationships 
and thoughtful, intentional Biblical teaching. What better way to prepare for 
the day when they leave for college and take on life’s new challenges.

All of our ministry programming and events can be found on our webpage at 
gfumc.com/students. - Ric Clark, rclark@gfumc.com

Other ways you can stay up to date with Student Ministry:
   - Sign up for our text messages: email your name and cell number to 
      jcauller@gfumc.com
   - Receive our Tuesday Student email: sign up at gfumc.com/students
   - Follow us on Instagram: @gainesvillefumcstudents



When we experience the grace and forgiveness of God in a personal way, it 
changes the focus of our lives. We trust that God is our Provider and  
Sustainer and that frees us up to see where He invites us to partner with Him 
in His ministry to the world. 

The fruit of a transformed life is generosity. It is the overflow of a full heart. 
God has richly blessed Gainesville First, not only with resources but also with 
opportunity. And a church that is open to the transformative power of  
generosity will have great influence on a world that is seeking hope. 

In the October message series, we will discover what happens when the 
church lives out generosity in transforming lives and communities by  
building bridges to Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7   -  Transforming Lives
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14   -  Creating Healthy Friendships
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21   -  Bridge Builder
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28  -  Living Out Authenitc Faith

UPCOMING MESSAGE SCHEDULE



Here are a few bridges we built in 2018...

Through the ministry of Dave and Jennifer Cox, missionaries we support in Romania, bridges are being built to the  

Muslim world. They’re equipping Christian believers in Bucharest to make disciples of Christ among Muslim refugees. 

We’re honored to financially support the Cox family in the work of building bridges to Jesus around the world. 

We funded the completion of the science lab 

at the Methodist School in Utila, Honduras. It 

is through the financial support and efforts of 

short term mission teams that the Methodist 

School on the North Shore in Honduras is 

empowering students education. The school 

is supported by the Methodist Church in Utila, 

Honduras. 

Through the financial support of Gainesville First United Methodist Church, Sacred Roots farm will be receiving its 

first guests in January 2019 who are escaping sexual exploitation. This dream would have been impossible without the 

prayers, volunteers, and financial support of Gainesville First United Methodist Church.

Just as bridges are built one piece at a time, 
kindness starts with one simple act. That act 
of service could change the course of  
someone’s life for the better.  
 
This October we invite you to be a bridge  
builder and engage our community with one 
simple act of kindness at a time. 
 
Here’s how you can be part of the movement:

BE A BRIDGE BUILDER & SHARE YOUR STORY!

--------   Step 1  --------
Pick up a bundle of Kindness Cards  

to show God’s love in our community.

&
--------   Step 2  --------

Tell us your bridge building story at

GFUMC.COM/YOURSTORY



Happenings in October & November See more at GFUMC.COM/EVENTS.

Middle School Lock-In & High School Lock-Out
October 19-20  /  full details online 
Middle schoolers, don’t miss a night of fun, food, games and no sleep! Invite 
a friend to join us. Cost $20, register now at gfumc.com/students.

High schoolers, we’ll be out all night with food, fun, friends and surprises! 
Trust us, you’ll be happy you came. Cost $50, register now at  
gfumc.com/students.

Off The Grid: Student Fall Retreat
November 3-4  /  Athens Y Camp 
When was the last time you had time to do basically nothing? Come and 
join us for a great weekend away. Just like last year, we’re going to Athens Y 
Camp to hang out, eat, sleep and not much else. What we really want to do is 
relax and continue to build a student community. Cost $110, register now at 
gfumc.com/students.

Family Promise Week
October 7-14  /  on campus 
We are blessed with the opportunity to host Family Promise each of these 
evenings at Gainesville First. Volunteers are needed to help set up, provide 
dinners, enjoy fellowship, and stay as overnight hosts. We also need donations 
of breakfast, lunch and snack items for the week. To volunteer, find details at 
gfumc.com/events.

The United Methodist Church and the Commission on a Way Forward Conversation

As many of you know, the General Conference of the United Methodist Church is meeting in a called 
session February of 2019 to receive the report of the Commission on a Way Forward. The reports offers 
three sketches of how we as a denomination can move forward from our deep division on the topic of 
homosexuality. We want you to be informed on this issue. Pastor Scott will be leading a presentation on 
this topic on Sunday, November 4 at 2pm and Thursday, November 8 at 6pm (the same information will 
be offered at both meetings). Both meetings will be held in the MAC. 

Please be in prayer for our denomination during this season. If you would like to read the three sketches 
offered by the Commission on the Way Forward, you can find it at: ngumc.org/wayforwardreport. 

Journeys Of Paul In Greece And Turkey Trip Info Meeting
October 7  /  12:15pm  /  Chapel 
Pastor Scott and Sandy Hearn invite you to join them on a Journeys of Paul in 
Greece and Turkey trip in April of 2019. Interested? Join Pastor Scott to learn 
more at this informational meeting or contact Pastor Scott at  
shearn@gfumc.com. Also, for more information, download the brochure at 
gfumc.com/events.

MODERN Watch Modern Worship LIVE 
Sundays morning at 11:20am at

worshipLIVE GFUMC.COM/LIVE



Your gifts are building bridges to  

Jesus Christ. Find more information  

on giving at gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

AUGUST2018

GOAL  $213,211 
ACTUAL  $183,257                            

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $2,058,689 
ACTUAL  $2,037,407                                   

3 ways to GIVE  =  during SERVICE  +  from the WEBSITE  +  by TEXTING

Sunday, November 4, 2018 we will remember:
Doug Bodine, Bill Brandon, Ray Burch, Fran Burkle, Jack Byrd,  
Jerry Cameron, Genie Deaton, Charles Dobson, James Easterday, 
Margarete Edmondson, Ruth Faulkner, Marjorie Fouts, David Fox, 
Lillie Mae Green, Palmira Griffin, Joyce Hayes, Mary Helen Hosch, 
Helen Johnson, Jean Leslie, Paul Martin, William McCalley,  
Graham Milner, Jr., John Morris, Jr., Anne Neal, John Newman,  
Lyn Orr, Al Pannell, Justo Perez, Polly Reins, Billy Rogers,  
David Silcox, Bev Uzzo, Margaret Ward, Ophelia Warf,  
Barbara Wells, Carl Whitehead, Jr., Bob Wofford, Millie Yarbrough.

During each of the worship services Sunday, November 4, 2018, 
a roll call of the Gainesville First UMC members who have 
passed away since October 1, 2017, will be read. Make plans 
to join your church family as we remember those who made a 
significant difference to our families, church and community.

If there is a church member who has passed and should be added 
to the list, please contact Julie Julian in the Church Office at 
770.536.2341 or email jjulian@gfumc.com by Wednesday, 
October 24. 

LISTEN OR  
LISTEN AGAIN
Out of town? Miss a Sunday? Need  
to hear it again? No problem! You  
can catch up on previous Classic  
and Modern Worship messages by  
subscribing to the Gainesville First 
Podcast on Apple Podcasts or  
Google Play Music. You can find  
those links at gfumc.com/podcast.

WATCH OUR  
MESSAGES ONLINE
Our reach with video is growing! Each 
week you can watch the messages from 
both Classic and Modern Worship on 
our website at gfumc.com/messages, 
or you can find them on our church 
Facebook and YouTube pages.

NOVEMBER MESSAGE SERIES

IN ALL WORSHIP SERVICES
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3      Wednesday Night Activities 

4      The Gathering

7      Sunday Services
      World Communion Sunday

7-14      Family Promise Week 

10      Wednesday Night Activities

14      Sunday Services

16      Tuesday Lunch Club

17      Wednesday Night Activities

19-20      Middle School Lock-In
      High School Lock-Out

21      Sunday Services 

24      Trunk or Treat
      Wednesday Night Activities

28      Sunday Services

31      Wednesday Night Activities

FEATURE EVENTS CALENDAR  For more info on all events, visit GFUMC.COM/EVENTS.

OCTOBER

4      Sunday Services
      All Saints Sunday
      *Daylight Saving Time ends

7      Wednesday Night Activities

11      Sunday Services
      Veterans Day
      Boy Scout Chicken Q
      Believers Concert Band Veterans Day   
      Concert

14      Wednesday Night Activities

18      Sunday Services

20      Tuesday Lunch Club

21      No Wednesday Night Activities

22      Thanksgiving Day

22-23      Church Office closed for Thanksgiving

25      Sunday Services

28      Wednesday Night Activities

NOVEMBER


