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The Apostle Paul tells the church in Philippi, “Go out into the world as a 
breath of fresh air in a polluted society.” He encourages the church to live 
in such a way that the world will catch a glimpse of the living God. He  
challenges them to carry the light-giving message into the night. Paul is  
telling the Christians who gathered in the city of Philippi they can make a 
difference in their world.

We are faced with the same message. We are to be shining examples of 
the kind of life we can have if we let God’s love into our lives. We are to be 
a “breath of fresh air.” This is the motivation behind transforming lives and 
communities by building bridges to Jesus Christ. 

We are striving to carry the light-giving message by being in community 
with the families at Baker and Glover. Our presence through the Baker and 
Glover Community Center will allow us to be more intentional in the lives 
of children through after-school tutoring and preschool programs. There 
will be mentoring opportunities for middle and high school students. We 
will serve alongside the families of Baker and Glover to make a difference 
in our communities.

For more information, volunteer opportunities, or how to get on the email 
newsletter contact Meredith Pierce at meredith@pathproject.org.

In HIM,
 

Pastor Jamey

a:word:from
Rev. Jamey Prickett

through March 18 in  
all worship services

I do not understand what I do. 
For what I want to do I do not do, 
but what I hate, I do. ...For I have 

the desire to do what is good, 
but I cannot carry it out.

Romans 7:15, 18

That’s something we all can relate to,  
regardless if you’re a Christian or not. 

So what do you do when you just can’t  
seem to do what you know you ought  
to do? Fortunately, the Apostle Paul, who 
described the problem, provided the 
answer, and his answer is at the heart  
of Lent.

In this series, we will walk through some of 
the most complex, life-changing verses in  
the New Testament and see how I am no  
longer myself.

LENT 
SERMON SERIES

SuNdAy SERvICES:   
        8:30am Classic Worship   
        9:30am Chapel Worship   
        9:45am Sunday Groups   
        10:55am Classic Worship   
        10:55am Modern Worship

WEdNESdAy ACTIvITIES:   
        6:00pm All Areas

In a world 
filled with 
darkness,  
God has 
called us to 
light a candle 
of love.

It is true of all of us that we are called to carry 
the light-giving message into God’s world. One 
life to live. One life to shine. In a world filled with  
darkness, God has called us to light a candle of love. 
To be light-givers. I believe each and every one of 
us has something to offer the world, regardless of 
our life circumstances. I am honored to partner 
with you in serving God at Baker and Glover, in 
Gainesville, Georgia, and around the world. 



April 1-6 / Baton Rouge, LA / Cost: $300 / Deposit: $100
Students, join us for worship through service on our Spring Break Mission Trip. Our 
parntership with Baton Rouge FUMC and Revive 225 has been an integral part 
of Ignite Student Ministry’s missions focus for years. 

We’ll be doing repair work, light construction, and community outreach among 
other things. All travel, food and accommodations are included. This trip, open to 
all 8-12th graders, has limited capacity, so don’t wait. Register online at  
gfumc.com/students by March 18. 

We want to encourage students to get involved, so if this is your first mission 
trip, you get a $50 discount. Also, sign up a friend who doesn’t attend GFUMC 
Student Ministry and you both will receive a 10% discount.

This is going to be a great experience. Don’t miss it!

Sunday, March 25 / 12:15-1:30pm / Roper Park 
171 Virginia Circle Gainesville, GA, 30501  

Your kids will love our Easter Egg Hunt! Hop on down for a 
fun-filled day with an egg hunt, fun activities, and hot dogs 

and chips. You don’t want to miss this! Come one, come all! 
Bring your lawn chairs or blankets and your own drinks!

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Donations of plastic filled eggs with candy, stickers, rings, 
etc. will be greatly appreciated. Drop off donations in the 

Gathering Room, MAC Lobby and Children’s Area by  
March 18. Thank you for your donations!

Wednesday, March 21 / 6pm / Sanctuary 
Come hear the SPLASH Singers (ages 3 through 5th grade) 
at 6pm, Wednesday, March 21 in the Sanctuary, as they 
present their year-end program featuring songs based on 
God’s Word.



Friday, March 30
7:30pm / Great Room

We honor Good Friday, not because it 
was the day Jesus died, but because 
it was the day God demonstrated his 
great love for us. Join us in Modern 
Worship at 7:30pm Friday, March 30 
for this special service.

Sunday, March 25
8:30, 9:30, & 10:55am 

Join us at regular service times and  
locations to celebrate Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem that set into the 
motion the events of Holy Week.

Thursday, March 29
7:30pm / Sanctuary

Believed to be the day of the Last  
Supper, we remember Jesus’ final  
address to his closest friends before 
his crucifixion. Join us in Classic  
Worship at 7:30pm Thursday,  
March 29 for this special service.

Community Worship Schedule 
Wednesday, March 7  /  Noon

Service at St. Paul UMC

Wednesday, March 14  /  Noon
Service at Gainesville First UMC

Wednesday, March 21  /  Noon
Service at First Presbyterian

*Each service will be followed by a light lunch for a  
suggested donation of $5 per person. The offering  

at these services will go to Family Promise.

HOLy WEEk

“I love Chapel Worship at Gainesville First! Not only is the Chapel gorgeous, with the 
colorful and majestic art in the stained glass windows shining bright, the service is a great 
spiritual blending of the traditional and contemporary services. The inspiring music is a 
mixture of hymns and contemporary Christian songs that fills my soul. Also, with an  
intimate crowd of around 100 people, Chapel Worship really feels like a church family. 
Pastor Jamey always does an amazing job delivering a sermon which relate to our lives 
and makes us laugh, and sometimes cry, as we explore how our Christian lives should be 
lived day to day. Each sermon ends with the precious act of communion and our tradition 
of the Apostles Creed which grounds us in a life of faith as we face the coming week.  
It’s such a blessing to me!”  - Gail Schnieder

Your Story Matters.  Share it.    GFuMC.COM/yOuRSTORy



Invite someone! 
We’ve got two ways to help you invite 
people to join us for Easter Sunday! 

1. Pick up a few invite cards on campus  
     at our Welcome Desks to personally  
     invite your neighbors, coworkers,  
     friends, and family. 

2. Download the Easter graphic at  
     gfumc.com/easter. Make it your  
     profile photo and share it as an  
     invite on Facebook, Twitter, and  
     Instagram.

We’re saving a seat for you.
Join us for Easter Sunday worship, April 1 at Gainesville First UMC.

7am
Sunrise Worship

at Lakeside with communion

9 & 11am
Modern Worship

in the Great Room

9 & 11am 
Classic Worship

in the Sanctuary

Childcare available at the 9 & 11am services, full details at GFuMC.COM/EASTER.



LENT dEvOTION

         “So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear  
         the word of God...” Luke 5:1

Being in a wheelchair in the midst of a “standing room only” 
crowd has its challenges. Often times if there is a speaker off 
the mic, up in the front of the crowd, I can’t hear their words, 
clearly. Therefore, I have to try and bring all my focus into my 
sense of hearing.

There was a multitude “pressed about Him.” I’m sure many 
had a hard time hearing what Jesus was saying.  

We live in a world that is crowded. What I mean by this is 
that there are many things that take our attention away from  
hearing the voice of God. The “crowd” is different for  
everyone. For some it’s relational, for some it’s work related. 
Maybe un-forgiveness? Or it could be a self-centered life.  
Nevertheless, the “crowd” comes in many forms, and they 
make it difficult to hear God’s voice in the midst of it all.

Being in a wheelchair definitely has challenges in a “standing 
room only” environment yet I am learning to “press in.”

     SubMIT A dEvOTION
          Do you love to write or blog devotions?  If so, feel free to  
          submit one to Rebeccah Damon at rdamon@gfumc.com    
          for consideration to be printed in a future Anchor.

FACEbOOk: SEE FIRST & SOCIAL MEdIA TEAM
Did you know Gainesville First reaches thousands of people through social media every 
month? Our posts have informed and inspired our community for years, yet due to recent 
Facebook algorithm changes, we need your help to continue and even further that reach.  

          To make sure you aren’t missing any of our updates:  
 1. Go to the church’s Facebook page at facebook.com/gainesvillefumc
 2. Click the Following button, and
 3. Choose See First.

These three easy steps will ensure you will never miss any of our important updates.

Also, if you use any of our social media outlets such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and  
YouTube, you can be a part of our Social Media Team! By simply liking, sharing, and commenting 
on our posts, you are helping build bridges to Jesus Christ. Want to know more about how you 
can serve on the Social Media Team? Contact Aaron King at aking@gfumc.com.  

More importantly, in the midst of what seems like a “standing 
room only” life, I am learning to “press in” and listen to God. 

Is it “crowded” in your life? Take some inventory of the  
“standing room only crowd” around you. Then “press in” to 
where you hear God’s voice more clearly. Amen?

With love, Trey Wilson

SeeFirst
never miss a post

CHILdREN & yOuTH FIRST 
NOTE buRNING
It’s been 5 years and you remained faithful 
to your financial commitment and now the 
Children & Youth First expansion is paid 
in full! District Superintendent Richard 
Chewning, Chair of Building Committee 
Ricky Presley, and Rev. Scott Hearn were 
given the honor of burning the note 
Sunday, February 4, as we gathered for a 
brief service to celebrate God’s goodness 
and our final payment. Thank you for your 
investment in the future and the  
generations of children and students that 
will be impacted by Gainesville First.



Your gifts are building bridges to  

Jesus Christ. Find more information  

on giving at gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

JANUARY2018

GOAL  $389,711 
ACTUAL  $344,990                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $389,711 
ACTUAL  $344,990                                   

UMW Member & Guest Luncheon
Saturday, March 10 / 11am - 1pm / Reception Hall 
Join us for the annual Member & Guest Luncheon. Our guest speaker will be Sam Haupt, 
Founder of Sacred Roots Farm, one of the ministries GFUMC sponsored last Christmas Eve. 
The UMW have chosen Sacred Roots Farm as our mission for 2018. Sacred Roots provides a 
home for women who have been a victim of human trafficking. A covered dish will be provided. 
We look forward to seeing all of you for lunch!

Happenings in March
So much is going on at Gainesville First! See below and find more details and events at GFuMC.COM/EvENTS.

Joe Castillo: God’s Love Story
Sunday, March 18 / 4pm / Great Room 

Joe Castillo is a master storyteller who shares a message of hope through sand art in a way that 
inspires, motivates, and touches the heart. This captivating performance is scored and  
choreographed to music. Videos of Joe Castillo’s work have been viewed online more than 54 
million times. He has performed in more than 26 countries and was recently a finalist on the 
NBC hit television show America’s Got Talent. $10 for adults, free for those 18 years old and 
under. Childcare available.

GFUMC Preschool Spring Showcase & Silent Auction
Wednesday, March 21 / 10am- Noon / Great Room 
Join the GFUMC Preschool for the annual Spring Showcase and Silent Auction, our only 
fundraiser of the school year. We’ll have baskets of wonderful gifts and items for all, along with 
precious artwork, crafts, and photography from the students. The children will be performing 
at 10, 10:30, and 11am. Come out and help us celebrate our students! Reserve your lunch by 
calling the Preschool at 770.534.0409 and ask for Joyce Jones orShane Miller. See you there!

Healing Service
Thursday, March 8 / 7pm / Chapel 
Since ancient times it has been the practice of the church to lay hands and anoint with oil as we 
seek God’s healing and wholeness in our lives whatever our need or brokenness may be.  All are 
invited to participate in this Lenten worship service of reflective music, scripture reading and 
healing prayers for ourselves and for others.  A special time of prayer at the chancel rail will be 
available for all who so desire.

Student Ministry Seder Meal
Wednesday, March 21 / 5:30-8:30pm / Cost: $20 
As Christians, we celebrate the Passover as we remember the last meal Jesus ate with His  
disciples before He went to the cross. Come experience the meal and learn about all it  
represents. We will eat the traditional foods, recite the traditional words, and experience the 
history as it has been handed down from the very first Passover. Our time together will be led 
by a Messianic Rabbi who has conducted this same meal for many years. Seating will be limited, 
so sign up online early (by March 11) and find more details at gfumc.com/students.
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