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My first experience with Antioch UMC was the summer I became the  
part-time youth director of GFUMC before I began seminary that fall. 
Antioch had a new ministry for youth that was only a couple of years old 
called the Gainesville Aid Project. I decided to take my new youth group 
to two sessions of GAP. It was a wonderful experience for all. My youth 
kids ventured down streets they’d only previously driven by and met  
people who were really their neighbors but never knew even existed. The  
GAP experience and the people of Antioch changed my kids. They were 
hard-working folks who’d taken vacation time to serve both the forgotten 
members of their community as well as my youth and the youth of other 
churches in the area. You could feel the passion and joy as it all came  
together under the power and grace of God. I still remember how  
overwhelmed with emotion I was singing, “Surely it is God saves us, I will 
trust in Him and not be afraid...” in Antioch’s Sanctuary my first GAP Sunday. 
Relationships were created then that still remain a source of strength,  
encouragement and joy in my life to this day. I thought, “If I ever had the 
chance to serve this church as their pastor, I would just die and go to heaven.” 

Fast-forward five years. I’m in the second year of my first appointment. I’ve 
filled out the paperwork that I want to return a third year when the phone 
rings. It’s my District Superintendent. He tells me he’d like to send me to be 
the pastor of Antioch. I can’t believe it. I don’t sleep. I am so overwhelmed 
with joy. I go and experience three of some of the best years of my ministry. 
June Mathis’ daughter played footsie with me under the table at my first 
Antioch camp meeting that summer, and three years later, she became  
my wife.

I share all of that so you will know how overjoyed I am that I have a chance 
to once again to be a part of the ministry of Antioch UMC. Beginning in 
June, GFUMC and Antioch UMC will enter into a Cooperative Parish. 
The Book of Discipline speaks of a Cooperative Parish in this way: local  
churches, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may enhance their witness 
to one another and to the world by showing forth the love of Jesus Christ 
through forms of mutual cooperation. 

I’m especially excited that our very own David Lee will be appointed as the 
part-time Local Pastor of Antioch at Annual Conference this year. David has 
a true heart for God, the church, our community and is an extraordinary 
leader. We are just beginning to explore what this Cooperative Parish may 
look like, so please be in prayer for the Lord’s guidance. 

I’m just overjoyed to be back in ministry with hard-working folks who have a 
heart for serving youth and the forgotten members of our community. 

May the Lord be glorified.

Pastor Scott

a:word:from
Rev. Scott Hearn

Gainesville First has many ways you 
can be informed of church events and  
updates. Here are a few resources you  
can use to stay in the know this summer.

GFUMC.COM 
WEBSITE

Everything is here. Find info on current 
and upcoming sermon series, contact 
our staff, learn about our ministries and  
upcoming events, catch up on recent  
sermons, and give online.

EMAIL LISTS 
KIDS, STUDENTS,  

CHURCH UPDATES,
& MEMBER UPDATES

Prefer email? We’ve got you covered! 
Visit gfumc.com/email to make your  
selections and receive weekly emails  
about Kids Ministry, Student Ministry, 
Church Updates, Member Updates, and 
Death Notifications.

SOCIAL MEDIA 
FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, 

TWITTER, & YOUTUBE

We know you spend time using these  
social media outlets, so we’re all over 
them! Like, follow, or subscribe to any or 
all of our church and ministry pages. Find 
all these links at gfumc.com/socialmedia.  

HOW TO 
STAY IN THE KNOW 
ON THE GO

SUNDAY SERvICES:   
        8:30am Lakeside Worship   
        9:30am Chapel Worship   
        9:45am Sunday Groups   
        10:55am Classic Worship   
        10:55am Modern Worship
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CHAPEL & MODERN WORSHIP
SUMMER SERMON SERIES

July 8-29

In July we’ll explore the intersection of faith 
and culture through some of our favorite 

films. Pastor Jamey will use movie clips to  
illustrate biblical truths, along with some 

fun surprises. Don’t miss this engaging 
series during the hot summer months!

“For me, the When Two Or More Are Gathered Group was initially a reason to get out of the house with 
our three young children and socialize with other women; a lunch hour to catch up with old friends and             
      hopefully make a few new ones. But it has become so much more. I love coming and seeing faces from    
      all walks of life and hearing those different perspectives. I love hearing from girls my age who are going    
        through the same struggles and also listening to the wisdom of women who have been there   
        themselves years before. I always leave encouraged and uplifted and cannot wait to see what  
       God does with this gathering.”  - Morgan Wood

Share your story at GFUMC.COM/YOURSTORY

This June and July, we’ll celebrate the hottest months 

as an informal time of worship, so “summer down” 

and come casual to all of our worship services. 

LAKESIDE & CLASSIC WORSHIP
SUMMER SERMON SERIES

begins June 17

Eugene Peterson’s book, “A Long Obedience 
in the Same Direction” has always stuck with 
me. We live in a culture that bores quickly 
and is always looking for the next new thing, 
but Christianity is about the long run. Join 
Pastor Scott for this summer series, as 
we’ll be following pilgrims on their way to 
Jerusalem as Peterson maps their journey 
through Psalms 120-134. 



Grow Day Camp
June 18-22 / on campus / for rising 1-6 graders / Cost : $135 
Grow brings the powerful experience of camp ministry to local churches. 
Packed with activities that contribute to learning new skills and building  
Christian community, the focus throughout is for each camper to grow deeper 
roots in their faith, in their ability to work as a team, and in self-confidence as a 
loved child of God. Learn more and register your child at gfumc.com/kids.

“My children loved this camp. The counselors were amazing. We are so grateful!  
It was truly the highlight of their summer!”  – Grow Parent

June 18 - 22  /  at Gainesville First  /  for rising 1st-6th grade  /  Cost: $135
Monday - Thursday 9am - 5:30pm, Friday 9am - 12:30pm 

Grow Day Camps bring the powerful experience of camp ministry to local churches. 
Packed with activities (archery, group games, belayed tree climbing, drama skits, arts  
and crafts, water day) that contribute to learning new skills and building Christian  
community, the focus throughout is for each camper to grow deeper roots in their faith, 
in their ability to work as a team, and in self-confidence as a loved child of God. Learn 
more and register at gfumc.com/kids. 

STUDENTS, IT’S ALMOST HERE! 

All 6-12th graders are invited to attend this life-changing 
summer camp.  The week is packed with inspiring worship 
and incredible teaching. You’ll experience small groups that 
will help us grow together and grow a stronger relationship 
with Christ. Registration is now open! Download the Retreat 
Packet at gfumc.com/students for more information.

Total Cost: $500 / Deposit (due at registration): $150 
Balance due by June 15.

SERvE IN STUDENT MINISTRY 

August 2018 is coming and as we begin to build into our next 
year in ministry, we are seeking great people who have a heart 
for students 6th through 12th grade. Our team needs 
leaders and support people who are willing to invest in students 
and families. There are short and long term commitments 
available. After we help discern your best fit, we will train and 
support you. We’re a ministry family dedicated to furthering 
the Kingdom of God in the lives of students. If this sounds 
exciting to you, contact Ric Clark at rclark@gfumc.com and 
we’ll get moving! 



When my 2 oldest children began attending GFUMC  
Preschool in the Fall of 1989, I knew I had something good. 
What I didn’t know then was just how great it was going to be.

As a young parent, I had a preschool director see something 
in me I hadn’t yet seen in myself. She said, “Have you ever 
thought of teaching?” I thought she had gone mad and if 
my old mind recalls correctly, I may have even laughed at 
her. With God at my side, he helped me make decisions that 
would shape my life. That was the Spring of 1991. I joined the  
preschool staff as the first class of Three Day Two’s and my 
life has never been the same. Teaching these little ones has 
been a joy, excitement, craziness and a love that I will treasure. 
Most importantly, it helped me realize that God’s children  
deserve love, respect and an open heart just as adults do. Two 
year olds are just coming into their own little beings and my 
heart was happy.

Eleven years later, someone else saw something in me I yet 
hadn’t seen and God was once again standing beside me,  
reassuring and guiding my life. Becoming the Director of  
Preschool the Summer of 2002 FOREVER changed my life. 
What an opportunity to watch children learn, love, and grow 
in an environment that if nothing else we’ve done right as a 
Christian preschool. Our students know they are loved by 
God and our staff. To see children stand tall with confidence 
and make their way into this big world - my cup runneth over. 

I have met some terrific parents in my years here and made 
friendships along the way with many of them. I’ve stood 

“Joyce Jones and I go way back. I began teaching in a three 
year old classroom 26 years ago, and we had adjoining 
classes. Being new to the area and to the preschool, Joyce 
took me under her wing and welcomed me with open 
arms. I had been a stay at home mom and thought it would 
be a great place to have my children learn, grow and 
become better prepared for Kindergarten and know of  
God’s love. Three year olds…their hugs were the best, their  
little imaginations taught me the value of dreaming big 
dreams. And my all time favorite sound was laughter. I taught 
for three years before coming to serve in the Church Office. 

Once on this side of things, I learned what the preschool  
meant to this church and community.  I now get to hear  

proudly beside volunteers who wanted more for this terrific 
school as much as I did. I’ve watched many staff personnel 
come through the doors whose hearts were open for our kids. 
Some of them hadn’t yet seen their potential either. They are 
responsible for the day to day, and I’ve watched how they 
gave all of themselves, tirelessly and unselfishly. I’ve worked  
alongside church staff members who poured into me and  
imparted their wisdom and taught me that there is no greater 
gift than loving these children. In working together, the  
preschool has been able to offer a safe haven for these  
youngest of God’s children to explore, ask questions and  
be themselves. 

There has been no better place to be - EVER! My Dad once 
asked me several years into my role of Director - “When 
are you going to get a real job, sweetie?” My answer to that, “It 
couldn’t get more real!” I have loved every moment, opportunity 
and know that my time at GFUMC Preschool has been a 
blessing that I will be forever grateful for. 

After 27 years, I am off to be with my family. With two infant 
grandsons and a third on the way soon, I want to be a  
presence in their lives. I am going to use my wisdom learned 
by these years of teaching and guiding your little ones and 
show them that God loves them. I thank you for allowing me 
to travel this journey with you. 

Grace and Peace,

Joyce Jones

parents share stories of how their children are loved 
on and cared for and ready to make the leap to “Big School”. 
For many years, GFUMC has been a great place to minister 
to children and their families. 

So, I guess you could say I have seen it full circle. I have the  
opportunity to schedule weddings for the children I once 
taught and then baptisms for their children. When in some 
place out in the community, I am still loved on by my students 
as they call out my name, Mrs. Jackie! I’ve watched Joyce lead 
the preschool she has always loved. I personally think the  
preschool is a better place under the direction of “Mrs. Joyce” 
and I join the church in wishing her well in her retirement.” 
               - Jackie Powers



Happenings in June & July See more at GFUMC.COM/EvENTS.

The Believers Concert Band: Spring Concert
Sunday, June 3 / 3pm / Sanctuary 
Come enjoy the rousing selection of circus music that was heard under the 
big top through the years. You will hear cornets, trumpets, trombones, French 
horns, baritones, and tubas and maybe even a saxophone or a drum. Come 
hear Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite, and the Baby Elephant Walk just to name a 
couple. Admission is free and everyone is invited. 

Student Jumpstart Brunch
Every Tuesday in June and July / 9:30am / Longstreet Cafe 
Students, join us for a late breakfast at Longstreet. After, come and serve lunch 
at Baker Glover, and then head out for a fun afternoon activity.  See the  
schedule and activity for each Tuesday at gfumc.com/students.

Patriotic Celebration
Sunday, June 24 / 4pm / Sanctuary 
Join us for an inspiring afternoon of music in celebration of our nation’s heritage 
and freedom, as the Chancel Choir and Southern Journey Big Band combine 
to present a salute to the early days of Rock and Roll. Program highlights also 
include a tribute to the men and women who serve in the Armed Forces.
Childcare available.

Poolside Bible Study
June 27 & July 25 / 6:30-7:30pm 
Students, join us by the pool for snacks, swimming, and a look at Living Water 
- Student Ministry style! Visit gfumc.com/students for more info and location 
details.

Healing Service
Thursday, June 21 / 7pm / Chapel 
Since ancient times it has been the practice of the church to lay hands and 
anoint with oil as we seek God’s healing and wholeness in our lives whatever 
our need or brokenness may be.  All are invited to participate in this worship 
service of reflective music, scripture reading and healing prayers for ourselves 
and for others.  A special time of prayer at the chancel rail will be available for 
all who so desire.

Shipwrecked VBS
June 4-8 / 9am-Noon / on campus 
Spark imagination with faith-building fun! Venture onto an uncharted island 
where kids survive and thrive. Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries them 
through life’s storms. Even when the ship gets rocky, He is always with us.  
Join us for a VBS that kids will remember for a lifetime. Learn more at  
gfumc.com/vbs.



Preschool Playdates
Wednesday, July 11, 18, & 25 / 10am-Noon / Kids Area 
Join the Kids Ministry for Preschool Playdates! This is a chance to give parents 
of preschool-aged children a free weekday opportunity to connect with other 
parents, while allowing the preschoolers to play with each other on our indoor 
playground. *Please note children are required to wear socks, be accompanied 
by an adult. Learn more at gfumc.com/events.

Your gifts are building bridges to  

Jesus Christ. Find more information  

on giving at gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

APRIL2018

GOAL  $254,711 
ACTUAL  $307,582                            

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $1,126,345 
ACTUAL  $1,110,899                                  

Happenings in June & July See more at GFUMC.COM/EvENTS.

Family Promise Week
July 29-August 5 / on campus 
We are blessed with the opportunity to host Family Promise each of these 
evenings at Gainesville First. Volunteers are needed to help set up, provide 
dinners, enjoy fellowship, and stay as overnight hosts. We also need donations 
of breakfast, lunch and snack items for the week. To volunteer, find details at 
gfumc.com/events.

School Supply Collection
July 15-29 / drop items in Gathering Room & MAC Lobby 
This year we’re aiming to provide school supplies to over 100 children at Baker 
Glover and Riverbend Elementary, and we need you to make it happen!  
Download the full list of items these students will need for the school year at 
gfumc.com/events. Thank you for your generosity!

Adult Combined Study
Sunday, July 8, 15, 22, & 29 / 9:45-10:45am / Reception Hall 
Join us Sunday mornings for a study of the movie Same Kind of Different As Me. 
We will watch clips of the movie and discuss how three unlikely characters in 
this movie find commonality through pain and laughter, doubt and tears. We 
will be reminded of our own bondages of this earth and the free possibility of 
heaven. Learn more at gfumc.com/events.

The Gathering
Thursday, July 26 / 7:30pm / Lakeside 
Come experience this intimate night of worship led by the Modern Worship 
Team. We’ll worship the Lord through music, scripture, storytelling, and prayer. 
We look forward to seeing what God will do in and through us all on this night! 
Childcare will be available (preschool & under). For more details, visit  
gfumc.com/events.

3 ways to GIvE  =  during SERvICE  +  from the WEBSITE  +  by TExTING
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ADDRESS SERvICE REqUESTED

GFUMC.COM gainesvillefumc

3      Sunday Services

4-8      Kids Shipwrecked vBS

6-10      Students GAP Session 1

10      Sunday Services

11-14      N. GA. Annual Conference 

17      Sunday Services 
        Father’s Day 

17-24      Family Promise Week

18-22      Kids Grow Day Camp

20-24      Students GAP Session 2

21      Healing Service 

24      Sunday Services
      Patriotic Celebration

27      Student Poolside Bible Study

28      The Gathering

FEATURE EvENTS CALENDAR  For more info on all events, visit GFUMC.COM/EvENTS.

JUNE2018

1      Sunday Services

4      Independence Day (Office closed)

8      Sunday Services 
      Adult Combined Study

8-12      Students BigStuf Camp 

11      Preschool Playdates 

15      Sunday Services 
      Adult Combined Study

18      Preschool Playdates

22      Sunday Services
      Adult Combined Study

25      Preschool Playdates 
      Student Poolside Bible Study

26      The Gathering 

29      Sunday Services
      Adult Combined Study

JULY2018


