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2018 is the year we will explore and begin living into our Gainesville First  
identity statement. We sense God calling us to be about transforming lives  
and communities by building bridges to Jesus Christ. Paul says this in  
2 Corinthians 2: 17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  
The old has gone, the new is here!” 

We believe there are transformational values that if put into practice, will begin 
to transform the lives and communities we touch. In Mark chapter 12, Jesus is 
asked: “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” Jesus replies: The 
most important one is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.”

The GFUMC transformational values find their meaning and richness within 
these commandments of Jesus:

Love God – Foundation 

  

Love People – Application

When we begin to live from the foundational values of loving God, certain matter 
deeply:

Jamey and I will begin 2018 with a 3-part message series entitled: We Build  
Bridges. We’ll be exploring what it means to be a people God has called to  
transform lives and communities by building bridges to Jesus Christ. We think 
God is up to something significant in 2018, and we are so thankful to be on the 
journey with each of you.

Expectant,

Pastor Scott

a:word:from
Rev. Scott Hearn

January 7 - 21
all worship services

Gainesville First is transforming lives and 
communities by building bridges to Jesus 
Christ. When you look at scripture, it  
becomes apparent there are unique 
qualities and characteristics of a Jesus  
follower. As we begin 2018, we want to 
invite you to join us as we spend three 
weeks exploring what it means to live 
out the transformational values of a life  
fully committed to building bridges to  
Jesus Christ.

NEW YEAR 
SERMON SERIES

SuNdAY SERvICES:   
        8:30am Classic Worship   
        9:30am Chapel Worship   
        9:45am Sunday Groups   
        10:55am Classic Worship   
        10:55am Modern Worship

WEdNESdAY ACtIvItIES:   
        6:00pm All Areas

“This was our first experience with Trunk or Treat. Oh my, what a blessing to be a small part of reaching out  
to our community! This truly felt like being the hands of God. In a time of so much division, to bring so many  
together was very uplifting!  Thank you to all the leaders of this event for putting it together.”  - Janice Sadler

• Authentic Faith - The confidence that God is who He says He is, and  
    He will do everything He has promised to do. 
• Spiritual Disciplines - True spiritual transformation begins with a  
    renewed mind. To grow as disciples of Christ, we need structures and  
    disciplines in our life that call us to intentional time with our Lord.
• Ultimate Authority - True freedom is found under, not from  
    authority.  When we submit to God’s authority, we take the heavy  
    lifting off ourselves and put it on the One who can truly handle it. 

• Moral Integrity - We are created in the image of God, so let us live   
    as children of God.
• Healthy Relationships - Our friends influence the quality and  
    direction of our lives.
• Wise Choices - Wise choices lead to a full and abundant life.
• Others First - Consider others better than yourself. 



BAkER & GlOvER updAtE 
It has been a whirlwind since last spring when God began stirring in our hearts, it was time to 
grow our Baker & Glover Ministry! As we shared in church in early October, God began to 
open doors for us to move the bulk of the ministry from Gainesville First into the Baker & Glover 
neighborhood. We are so excited for this to unfold, as it will allow us to reach more kids  
(including preschoolers and middle and high schoolers) and empower moms to get more  
involved in their children’s lives.  

There is exciting news to share about one of our girls who has grown up in the Baker & Glover 
community and was involved in the After School Program from its very beginning. I met Nayeli 
Espinoza when she was in the third grade at Riverbend Elementary and attended our programs 
and have been able to keep in touch with her throughout her middle and high school years. She 
graduated from North Hall High School last year and has dreams of being a preschool teacher.  
It’s my pleasure to announce that she has come on staff as my assistant and will be serving as 
my right hand! The other exciting news is that we have purchased our trailer home. By the time 
you read this, it will have been delivered to the neighborhood and in the process of being made 
ready for our grand opening later this month!

Other great news is that we are officially partnering with PATH PROJECT (pathproject.org), 
which is a non-profit organization doing this kind of work in nine trailer parks in Georgia and  
Tennessee. The Baker & Glover kids, Nayeli, and I would love for you to consider partnering 
with us as we make the big move. Please feel free to email me at meredith@pathproject.org.   
It’s so exciting to get to see God provide everything we need to serve our kids and their families 
in the Baker & Glover neighborhood!  - Meredith Pierce

GEt CONNECtEd IS BACk!
Students, join us February 9-11 for one of the year’s best retreats. Get the New Year started 
by connecting with your faith and with friends. It all happens right here on the Gainesville First 
campus and in host homes. Great teaching, great worship, really good food and some great 
times in small community groups. All meals, housing and transportation are included.

Jamey Dickens from The Echo Group will be our speaker again this year.  We’re also excited to 
have the UGA Wesley Worship Team leading us in worship.

Our theme for Get Connected 2018 is Others First: Considering Others Before Yourself.  
During the weekend, we’ll be moving out in teams for some pre-planned service opportunities, 
some random acts of kindness and… who knows?

Bring your friends and join us for a great weekend. You don’t want to miss this! Register online 
at gfumc.com/students.

“This was our first experience with Trunk or Treat. Oh my, what a blessing to be a small part of reaching out  
to our community! This truly felt like being the hands of God. In a time of so much division, to bring so many  
together was very uplifting!  Thank you to all the leaders of this event for putting it together.”  - Janice Sadler



WINtER Adult StudIES
Register now at gfumc.com/studies.

Discipleship Family Kickoff & Dinner
Wednesday, Jan. 10.  5 - 6pm.  Great Room.   
$10 per person, $20 family max. 
We’ll kickoff the winter semester with a great  
meal catered from Moes and give you a chance to  
have a bird’s eye view of the programs and studies that begin the 
following week, January 17. *Children’s menu also available.

Lunch Bible Study 
Led by Rev. Carolyn Clifton.  
Jan. 22 - May 21.  Noon - 1pm.
HoneyBaked Ham, 1237 Thompson 
Bridge Road.  No cost.
How would you hear the sermon differently 
if you prepared your heart in advance? 
Join us as we discuss the Scripture texts 
for the upcoming Sunday sermon.

Men’s Bible Study: The Book of Mark 
& A Firm Foundation in February
Led by Rev. Scott Hearn.  
Jan. 16 - May 15.  7 - 8am. 
Reception Hall.  Book cost: $10.
The Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 
will resume the study of the Book of Mark.  
Then, beginning February 13, we’ll begin 
an 8-week study, exploring what it means 
to remain faithful disciples in the  
theological tradition of historic Methodism 
in our day and time. From it’s beginning, 
John Wesley’s countercultural movement

The Amazing Collection is a very unique 
Bible Study. The material allows women 
who are new to God’s Word to comfortably 
begin their journey while a seasoned 
Bible student experiences ‘a-ha moments’ 
as she sees the pieces of God’s Word fit 
together. This winter, we will begin with 
Luke, John and Acts in the New Testament 
Historical Books. Then we will move on to 
Paul’s Letters to the Churches.  

Wednesday Morning Women’s  
Bible Study 
Led by Michelle Alexander.  
Jan. 17 - May 16.  10:45am - noon. 
Gathering Room.  No cost.
No matter what your age or where you 
think you are in your faith journey, there’s 
a place for you in this group. This is an  
in-depth scripture based study of one book 
of the Bible at a time.  We enjoy open  
discussion and fellowship in a casual 
setting. This winter we will start with the 
book of James, then read through the 
Gospels.
 

Mondays

Tuesdays
Wednesdays

has been guided by foundational principles.
Those principles remain a rich resource 
for the United Methodist Church today. 
Come and we will learn together. 

The Men’s Study meets for a free breakfast, 
study and fellowship each Tuesday  
morning at 7am in the Reception Hall.

Ladies’ Bible Study
Choose Joy by Kay Warren
Led by Sheri Duke.  
Jan. 9 - May 15.  10am - noon. 
Room S-02.  Cost $10.
We will begin the year with a 4-week 
video-based study, we will shatter common 
stereotypes about joy and uncover the 
unsatisfying sources of joy that many of us 
depend on. You may be surprised to discover 
that joy isn’t all what you expected it to be, 
but rather something deeper, richer and 
accessible to every woman.

Amazing Collection
Led by Cathy Burns.  
Jan. 9 - May 15.  10am - noon. 
Room S-06.  Cost $10.

Living As United Methodist: Our Story, Beliefs and Lives 
Led by Rev. Liz Millar.  
Jan. 14 - Feb. 11.  9:45 - 10:45am.
Reception Hall. No cost.
Whether you are new to Gainesville First, thinking about joining or 
have been with us for years, we invite you to join us for a 5-week 
discussion of who we are as United Methodist.  We will discover 
our Methodist history, examine our beliefs, look at what we have in 
common with other Christians and what sets us apart, and spend 
time exploring how we live our faith in our day to day lives.  This is 
also a great time to meet other people at Gainesville First.  

uNItEd 
MEtHOdISt

feature Sunday Study

living as



Prodigal God
Led by Dick Baxter. 
Jan. 17 - May 16.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-01.  Cost $10.
This study uses an intellectual approach 
to faith issues. We will uncover an  
unexpected message in the familiar and 
often misunderstood New Testament 
parable of the prodigal son. Participants 
will see Christianity in a whole new way 
and will learn how Christ’s followers are 
supposed to love.

John Wesley and the Early Methodists
Led by Rev. Jamey Prickett.  
Jan. 17 - Mar. 21.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-49.  No cost.
This class focuses on the history and 
theology of John Wesley and the early 
Methodist. Join us as we explore what we 
believe, where we came from and what it 
means for us today. 

We will discuss the following topics: The 
Wesley Family, Rise of Methodism, Maturing 
of Methodism, American Methodism, God 
and Human Understanding, Creation and 
Humanity’s Need, Jesus and the Gift of 
Salvation, Holy Spirit & God’s Presence, 
Means of Grace & The Church.

A Virtual Tour of the Holy Land
Led by Rev. Scott Hearn.  
Jan. 17 - Mar. 6.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-51.  No cost.
Have you ever read the Bible and wondered 
if the places mentioned really existed? Do 
you find yourself thinking you’re reading 
something more along the lines of The Lord 
of the Rings or The Chronicles of Narnia?

Well, the land of the Bible really does exist, 
and it is still there today. Join Pastor Scott 
for a virtual tour of holy sites throughout 
Israel and Palestine, the land of the Bible.

Some locations we’ll be exploring include: 
Bethlehem, Jericho, Jacob’s well, Samaria, 
Nazareth, Caesarea Philippi, Sea of Galilee, 
Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, site 
of the Feeding of the 5000, Mt. Carmel, 
Caesarea Maritima, Meggido, En Gedi and 
the Dead Sea.  Locations in Jerusalem will 
include: the Old City, the Mount of Olives, 
Temple Mount and Dome of the Rock,  
Garden of Gethsemane Via Dolorosa, 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the 
Garden Tomb. Seeing these sites will

Faith Café:  
Experiencing Contagious Joy
Led by Pam Katz & Nancy Evans.  
Jan. 11 - May 10.  10am. 
Panera Bread Co., 625 Dawsonville 
Hwy.  Cost $8.
Joy works its way from the inside out. 
When our lives are filled with joy, the 
symptoms are unmistakable. A twinkle in 
the eye. A skip in the step. A song in the 
heart. Joy lends a glow to the face and a 
lilt to the voice. Joy is contagious. It is also 
the birthright of every believer, but rainy 
days have a way of distracting us from 
that fact. In this study, readers will take 
a careful look at this uniquely Christian 
characteristic and discover they have  
every reason to be joyful. They will see that 
joy is their strength and their song and 
provides a solid foundation in their hearts.

John Wesley and the Early Methodists
Led by Rev. Jamey Prickett.  
Jan. 17 - Mar. 21.  Noon - 1pm.
HoneyBaked Ham, 1237 Thompson 
Bridge Road.  No cost
If you cannot make it to Jamey’s  
Wednesday evening group (see description 
under Wednesdays), take a lunch break 
with us Thursdays at noon. 

Accountability Groups:
Do you want more out of your spiritual 
journey? Take the next step forward by 
joining an accountability group. Groups 
are available for all. Contact Rebeccah  
Damon at rdamon@gfumc.com.

enhance your Lenten experience.  

All are welcome to join us in a virtual tour 
of the Holy Land. This class will also serve 
as a primer for pilgrims participating in 
Pastor Scott’s April 2018 trip to the Holy 
Land.

The Gospel of John
Led by Rev. Liz Millar & Stacey Terry. 
Jan. 17 - Apr. 24.  6 - 7:15pm.
Room S-03/04.  No cost.
The Gospel of John is a unique account of 
the life of Jesus Christ.  John, the devoted 
follower of Christ, has given us a personal 
and powerful look at Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son of God.  As we study this  
Gospel together, we will gain new  
perspectives on common Gospel stories 
and passages.  We will discover the 
original context in which this Gospel was 
written, while discovering its relevance for 
us today as we live as followers of Jesus 
Christ.  

Reading through the Bible: Revelation
Led by Ron & Betty Winkowski. 
Jan. 17 - May 16.  6 - 7:15pm. 
Room S-02.  No cost. 
We are ready! Revelation here we come.  
If you are looking for a group of fellow 
members of GFUMC to read and study 
each word and determine from a “layman’s” 
point of view of Revelation, we are the 
group for you. We have fun with it, we 
study, we pray, we share our thoughts and 
understanding of the Word openly with 
each other.

Lectio Divina for Lent
Led by Rev. Carolyn Clifton.  
Feb. 21 - Mar. 26.  6 - 7:15pm. 
Room N-120. No cost.
Have you considered trying a spiritual  
discipline during Lent?  Are you interested 
in a different way of encountering scripture 
besides a traditional Bible Study?  Lectio 
Divina is an ancient discipline of sacred 
reading that invites us to ruminate on 
scripture.  We will meet together in a quiet 
space to read and reflect, to pray and to 
listen that we might hear the voice of God 
in the silence of our hearts.  No preparation 
or experience is required for the class, 
though practice through the week will 
help hone skills.

Thursdays

Adult
StudIES 

tHIS 
WINtER

Register now at 
gfumc.com/studies.



HAppY NEW YEAR!
With these words, we celebrate a new beginning and often we 
make new resolutions, new commitments and a new beginning.  
Our calendars are not quite as full as they have been during the 
Christmas. We await the arrival of spring and may even be  
planning our vacations for the summer.  

As Christ followers, we celebrate each day as a new day, a day to 
give thanks to our Lord whose steadfast love never ends.  We do 
not need to worry about the days ahead or the days behind for 
the Lord’s mercies are new each day.  

Lamentations 3:22-23
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”

Let’s make one resolution this year. Let’s awaken each day with 
praise in our hearts and on our lips declaring the Lord’s great 
faithfulness, the everlasting love our Lord has for us and we have 
for Him.

Let’s begin one new habit each day. Let’s pray the covenant 
prayer adapted by John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist 
movement.

I am no longer my own, but yours.
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you,

praised for you or criticized for you.
Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service.

And now, O wonderful and holy God,
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 

you are mine, and I am yours.
So be it.

And the covenant which I have made on earth,
Let it also be made in heaven. Amen.

     SuBMIt A dEvOtION
          Do you love to write or blog devotions?  If so, feel free to  
          submit one to Rebeccah Damon at rdamon@gfumc.com    
          for consideration to be printed in a future Anchor.

new email options

At Gainesville First, we’re doing our best to help you stay easily informed of church events and member updates. Our Church  
Update emails, First Thing Monday and Don’t Forget Friday, share current church-wide news and events. The Membership 
Update Wednesday email, features a weekly membership prayer list, prayer focus, birth and death notifications, and an attendance 
and giving report. Death Notifications, sent as needed, inform you of the news and arrangements for our members who have 
passed away. Also, our Kids Ministry and Student Ministry Update emails, sent weekly, are a great reminder of all the things going 
on in those areas. Visit gfumc.com/email to make your selections and stay in the know!

SuBSCRIBE tO uS ON YOutuBE!
Our capacity to create video content at Gainesville First is growing, and we are focusing on 
putting that content online where people are already spending their time. If you regularly 
use YouTube, take a moment to search for Gainesville First UMC and click the big, red  
SUBSCRIBE button on our page. We’re hoping to grow our audience, and use this outlet to  
build bridges to Jesus Christ.

NEW YEAR’S CHAllENGE
At the beginning of every year, our members take collections of food, clothing and 
other items for local agencies serving the hungry and hurting in the Gainesville-Hall 
County area. Now through January 13, pick up a red or green reusable bag at the 
church, fill it with pantry items, (canned goods, boxed and dry food, personal hygiene 
products, cleaning products, etc.) and return it by Sunday, January 14 to help restock 
our local Community Food Pantry. Let’s start 2018 off right by helping others and, as 
always, thank you for your willingness to give!



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

NOVEMBER2017

GOAL  $212,743 
ACTUAL  $314,664                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $2,665,681 
ACTUAL  $2,989,552                                    

Esangalo Children’s Choir in Modern Worship
Sunday, January 21 / 10:55am 

Join us in Modern Worship to hear the Esangalo Children’s Choir. The acoustic style music, played 
on handmade native instruments gives a taste of authentic Africa. The colorful costumes and native 
dance energize the music and bring the culture to life. It’s the stories of the children and everyday life 
in Uganda that you will never forget!

Happenings in January
So much is going on at Gainesville First! See below and find more details and events at GFuMC.COM/EvENtS.

Discipleship Family Kickoff & Dinner 
Wednesday, January 10 / 5 - 6pm 

2018 is here, and we have huge plans in store for our Discipleship Ministry programs. We’ll kickoff 
the winter semester with a great meal catered from Moes (Cost $10 per person, $20 family max), and 
give you a chance to have a bird’s eye view of the programs and studies that begin the following week, 
January 17.  *Children’s menu also available.

UPDATE
- your own -
MEMBERSHIP

INFO 

Make sure your contact info 
is up-to-date to receive all  

the happenings at GFUMC. 

gfumc.com/contact

lOOkING FOR A plACE tO SERvE?
The VALT Team provides support for all video, audio, lighting, and technology on our 
church campus. VALT Team members must have a passion for, or would like to learn  
to use, technology to enhance and usher people into worship. If you are interested  
in serving with this vital ministry, contact Josh Saulsbury at 770.536.2341.

Family Promise Week
January 28 - February 4 

We are blessed with the opportunity to host Family Promise at Gainesville First. Volunteers are  
needed to help set up, provide dinners, enjoy fellowship, and stay as overnight hosts. We also need 
donations of breakfast, lunch and snack items for the week. Through our partnership with Family 
Promise, we are transforming lives and communities. Thank you for your consistent commitment to 
building bridges to Jesus Christ. Sign up to serve at gfumc.com/events.
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For more info on all events, visit GFuMC.COM/EvENtS.

1 New Year’s Day 
 (Church Office closed) 

7  Sunday Services
 Epiphany Sunday 

10 Discipleship Family Kickoff  
 & Dinner

14 Sunday Services 
 Family Worship Sunday

15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 (Church Office closed)

17 Wednesday Night activities

21 Sunday Services

24 Wednesday Night activities

28 Sunday Services

28-2/4 Family Promise Week

Feature Events CalendarJANuARY2018


