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The season of Lent this year is pretty unique. Ash Wednesday is February 14th, 
Valentine’s Day and Easter Sunday is April 1st, April Fools’ Day. Now surely a 
preacher worth her or his salt can leverage that.

The early church felt that a remembrance of the crucifixion of Jesus and the  
celebration of his resurrection was not something that could be rushed into. One 
needed time to prepare and reflect on these events, their necessity and their  
impact, on the believer’s life. I hope you will enter into this holy season with this 
ancient intent. 

But even if you know what the problem is, it’s not the same as having a 
solution, is it? And applying the right solution to the wrong problem still leaves 
you at square one. It just makes you more frustrated. And chronic frustration, 
over time, leads to hopelessness. And that’s where some of you find yourselves. 
You’ve tried so hard for so long, and still finding yourself in the same spot, you’ve 
resigned yourself to the fact this is just how it’s going to be for you. Welcome to 
Lent, and the reality of being a broken human living in a broken world.

During this season, we will look at an explanation of what’s wrong 
according to the teachings of the Apostle Paul. We’ll look at what he says is 
wrong, spend a few Sundays on what he presents as a solution, then look at what 
our lives could be like on the other side of his solution. Then it will be Easter. 
And, I believe, if you will give yourself to what Paul teaches, it could be your most  
meaningful Easter ever.

So, if you are a person who would say, “I have had a hard time fixing me.” And  
maybe the problem is, I don’t know what the problem is, I want to invite you to 
step on a well-trod path our spiritual ancestors have journeyed on to the cross 
and an empty tomb. 

Pastor Scott

a:word:from
Rev. Scott Hearn

February 4 & 11
Classic Worship
Rev. Scott Hearn

FEBRUARY 
SERMON SERIES

SUNdAY SERvICES:   
        8:30am Classic Worship   
        9:30am Chapel Worship   
        9:45am Sunday Groups   
        10:55am Classic Worship   
        10:55am Modern Worship

WEdNESdAY ACtIvItIES:   
        6:00pm All Areas

Many of you 
have been  
trying to solve 
you for a  
long time.

February 4 & 11
Chapel Worship & Modern Worship

Rev. Jamey Prickett

If God sends His Son into the world to save us, what do  
we need saved from? If Jesus dies on a cross to fix a  
problem, what’s the problem? These are important  
questions to get the correct answers to, because it’s  
impossible to solve a problem if you don’t know what’s 
wrong to begin with. It’s not like you haven’t tried. 
Many of you have been trying to solve you for a long 
time. You’ve been trying to fix your marriage, your  
relationships, your finances, your self-esteem, your  
reputation, your child, your _________, you fill in the blank.



Gainesville First Kids Ministry experienced Christmas with a child-like wonder as we celebrated  
the birth of Jesus with a Breakfast with Santa, a Grinchmas Celebration and a special Christmas Eve  

Worship Service led by the kids themselves. Thank you to everyone who participated!  

tHANK YOU BECCA
Gainesville First is so grateful for the love  
Becca McConnell has poured into our children 
and parents over the last 7 years. We  
appreciate the work she has accomplished 
during her time here and will miss her greatly. 
Becca is moving on to lead the Children’s 
Ministy at East Cobb UMC.

Please join us in blessings for Becca as she  
begins a new season of her life and ministry  
and prayers for discernment as we search for 
the next member of our Discipleship Team.



Almost 40 years ago in a full sanctuary of worshipers I vowed to support the United Methodist Church, and 

specifically Gainesville First UMC, with my prayers, presence, gifts, and service. In the ensuing years, I’ve  

experienced countless opportunities to “live into” that vow and as a result have been blessed beyond  

measure. Small group study, opportunities to serve and be served, and cherished relationships nurtured at 

Gainesville First make the Good News of the Gospel come alive for me. Local and global outreach and service 

brings me such joy and grounds my faith. At GFUMC we indeed are a fellowship of many gifts and one spirit 

(1 Corinthians 12:4-6) and I am so thankful to be a part of a church using our many diverse gifts to love, 

serve and extend grace to each other and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).  - Susan Daniell

Community Worship Schedule



Thank you for giving to the Children and Youth First: Empowering 
Future Generations for Christ building project.  Your investment 
in future generations of Gainsville First United Methodist Church 
is greatly appreciated.

In 2013, we began our giving campaign for many 
wonderful additions to our church.  We have  
enhanced many of our spaces with the main focus 
being the Facilities for the Children and Youth.  A 
new Children’s Worship Center, indoor playground, 
new classrooms and security for the children was 
added. 

New worship and gathering space was added 
for the youth, as well as new classrooms and  
renovations to the existing youth hall. 

Adult improvements included a new elevator near the Adult  
Lobby, new Sunday School classrooms, new restrooms near the 
Narthex, and a new stage in the MAC for Modern Worship. 

What we are seeing is how using these new spaces to facilitate 
learning and growing in God’s Word is impacting the future of 
GFUMC families. We know much growth is occurring as we seek 
to minister and lead people to a closer relationship with Christ.

Our plan was to build only what the church pledged 
to give.  And we stuck to that plan.  Five years  
later, we are excited to announce and celebrate 
with you that the building fund has been paid in full!  
NO DEBT! 

We celebrate your commitment to finish well.  Well 
done, good and faithful servants.

We look forward to a future at GFUMC 
where we continue to minister to many children, youth  
and adults.  

Ricky Presley,
Building Committee Chair

Wednesday, February 14  /  Noon & 6pm 
Ash Wednesday at Gainesville First

Wednesday, February 21  /  Noon
Community Service at Grace Episcopal

Wednesday, February 28  /  Noon
Community Service at St. Paul UMC

Wednesday, March 7  /  Noon
Community Service at First Baptist

Wednesday, March 14  /  Noon
Community Service at Gainesville First

Wednesday, March 21  /  Noon
Community Service at First Presbyterian

Community Worship Schedule



tHOUGHtS ON BUILdING BRIdGES

As a church, we have defined our identity as a congregation who 
“Transforms Lives and Communities by Building Bridges to Jesus 
Christ.”  This is a bold commitment and a call to action.  A call to 
action that we cannot accomplish by ourselves, but rather a call to 
action as the body of Christ, bound together through God’s love 
for us and our love for Him and one another.  

Living into our identity, is grounded in the very words of Jesus in 
Mark 12:29-31.  “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is one.  Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.  The second is this: Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”

     SUBMIt A dEvOtION
          Do you love to write or blog devotions?  If so, feel free to  
          submit one to Rebeccah Damon at rdamon@gfumc.com    
          for consideration to be printed in a future Anchor.

dO YOU LOvE pHOtOGRApHY?
Worship and ministry at Gainesville First is exciting and diverse, and we’re 
eager to show our community the environments they are being invited to 
before they visit us. With that in mind, in 2018 we’re building a Photography 
Team to do just that! Do you have a passion for photography and a willingness 
to serve a few times a year? If so, contact Aaron King at aking@gfumc.com.  

FROM tHE tRUStEES...
As you are aware, security has become a major issue for all of us. We take the protection of our members, staff, visitors and property 
very seriously. As part of our ongoing security review, beginning February 1, we will lock the church facilities during non-business 
hours unless there is an event scheduled. 

This decision was not made lightly and has been under consideration for some time. We do feel that taking this proactive approach will 
provide additional protection for all. Please know anyone who needs access to the facility during off hours will be able to get access 
simply by letting the office know. 

In addition to this new procedure, we all should be aware of things that seem odd or out of place. If you notice anything that does not 
feel right to you, please let a staff member know. The church is a welcoming place to all – but we have to recognize that the safety of 
everyone requires our full, ongoing attention. Thank you for your understanding.

Spend some time this month reflecting upon God’s love for you.  
Offer your praise and gratitude to the Lord your God.  As you’re 
spending that quiet time with God, seek guidance and wisdom for 
where God is calling you to join with others to share His love, to 
build a bridge to Jesus Christ so Christ’s love can transform lives 
and communities.  

Blessings as we journey together, my bridge building brothers  
and sisters.  - Rev. Liz Millar

tHANKS FOR COMING tO tHE 
dISCIpLESHIp FAMILY KICKOFF
The Discipleship Team and the Adult Ministries 
Team celebrate everyone who came out to share 
a meal and kickoff the 2018 year of classes and 
small groups for all ages. Sure, the food was 
great, but sharing a space, some prayer and 
good conversation of what the year is to bring 
was even better! Blessings to everyone who has 
committed to a small group this year. There is 
still time to do so! The framework of the bridges 
are in place. It’s up to us to complete the struc-
ture to Jesus Christ and each other!



Your gifts share the message of Christ by  
supporting local and global ministries.  
Find more information on giving at  
gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

DECEMBER2017

GOAL  $608,452 
ACTUAL  $614,821                             

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $3,287,425 
ACTUAL  $3,617,960                                    

UMW Member’s Lunch
Saturday, March 10 / 11am - 1pm / Reception Hall 
Gainesville First’s United Methodist Women are building bridges in 2018, too! Be our guest Saturday, 
March 10 at 11am in the Reception Hall for our annual Member’s Lunch. Our guest speaker will be 
Sam Haupt, Director of Sacred Roots Farm, one of the recipients of our 2017 Christmas Eve Offering. 
Feel free to invite a friend as we’ll share how the UMW is reaching our community and world. Plenty 
more surprises are in store as well! See you then!

Happenings in February & March
So much is going on at Gainesville First! See below and find more details and events at GFUMC.COM/EvENtS.

Lanier Chamber Singers: My Romance 
Sunday, February 11 / 4pm / Sanctuary 

The Lanier Chamber Singers, a 30-voice choral ensemble in its 26th season, presents an afternoon 
of music from the Great American Songbook that is befitting of Saint Valentine. Program selections 
will include such classic love songs as Embraceable You, Fools Rush In, It Had to Be You, Night and 
Day, And So It Goes, and Unforgettable. The Lanier Chamber Singers are conducted by John LaForge, 
director of Worship Arts at GFUMC. Tickets for this event are complimentary but recommended to 
ensure seating. Childcare available.

Joe Castillo: Sand Artist
Sunday, March 18 / 4pm / Great Room 

Joe Castillo is a master storyteller who shares a message of hope through sand art in a way that inspires, 
motivates, and touches the heart. SandStory consists of art images drawn in sand on a light table and 
projected on a large screen. This captivating performance is scored and choreographed to music. 
Videos of Joe Castillo’s work have been viewed online more than 54 million times. He has performed 
in more than 26 countries and was recently a finalist on the NBC hit television show America’s Got 
Talent. $10 for adults, free for those 18 years old and under. Childcare available.

Student Ministry Seder Meal
Wednesday, March 21 / 5:30-8:30pm / Cost: $20 

For almost 3,000 years, the Hebrew people have celebrated the Passover.  It is a remembrance of 
God’s deliverance from the hands of Pharaoh. Today, as Christians, we celebrate the Passover as we 
remember the meal that Jesus ate with His disciples the night before He went to the cross.  But, there 
is so much more.

Come and experience the full Passover Meal as it has always been.  Learn about the rich heritage of 
this meal and all it represents.  In our time together, you will see Christ in the Passover. 

1 Corinthians 5:7 tells us that ‘Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed.’

We will eat the traditional foods, recite the traditional words, and experience the history – all as they 
have been handed down from the very first Passover.  You will come away with a deeper understanding 
of the tradition and with a deeper connection to the Christ that was and is and is to come.  He is found 
in everything.

Our time together will be led by a Messianic Rabbi who has conducted this same meal for many years.
This is a special night you don’t want to miss! Seating will be limited, so sign up online early (by March 
11) at gfumc.com/students.
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1 The Gathering Night of  
 Worship 

3-4 5th Grade Retreat

4  Sunday Services 

7 Wednesday Night activities

9-11 Student’s Get Connected

11 Sunday Services 
 Lanier Chamber Singers   
 Sounds of Faith Concert

14 Ash Wednesday Services 

18 Sunday Services

20 Tuesday Lunch Club

21 Wednesday Night activities

25 Sunday Services

28 Wednesday Night activities
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