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In 1868, standing on the hills of Palestine, looking down 
on the town of Bethlehem, Philip Brooks wrote the words 
to O Little Town of Bethlehem. A line from the song says, 
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” 
Bethlehem, a town where even today hope and fear collide, 
becomes the birth place of God’s light.

For many, it has been more of a year of fear than hope: a 
job loss, a failed marriage, broken dreams, bad health, or the 
death of someone we love. We are surrounded by a culture 
of fear and governed by a politics of fear. 

What do you say to the fears that loom over Christmas, “pass 
more egg-nog” or “give me another slice of pie?” “Place more 
presents under the tree” or “switch aging-cream brands?” 

When the latest breaking news seems louder than the  
angel’s pronouncing good news, you lean in even more 
closely to the Advent and Christmas season. More than 
ever, we need to hear again the message of the angels to 
the shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people; to you born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 
2: 10-11). 

Our focus this Advent is that you and your family will be 
captured by the thrill of hope that comes with this season. 
We will pronounce hope boldly, because we believe God 
may act in us, through us, and beyond us in ways more 
than we could ever imagine. We will celebrate the season 
in hope, because we believe newness is on its way among 
us. Make plans to join us beginning Sunday, December 2, as 
we celebrate the coming of Christ in a message series called  
“A Thrill of Hope.” This series will be preached in all our  
worship environments. 

The message of hope in the midst of fear is something worth 
sharing. We want to encourage you to invite your friends, 
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A THRILL OF HOPE 
FOR YOU AND FOR OTHERS

co-workers, and family members to join you during this  
special season. Advent worship with all the beauty of candle 
lighting and seasonal music is a great time to invite others 
to be with you. 

Hope will also be communicated by our generosity. In  
Tanzania, 1 in 9 children die before their 5th birthday, and 1 
in 15 do not make it through their 1st year. Lack of quality 
medical care is a major contributor to these deaths.

An estimated 34% of Tanzanian children are growth stunted 
due to chronic malnutrition, well above global averages.  

We have an opportunity to invest in giving hope to these 
children through a partnership with Dr. Stephen Swanson 
and Selian Hospital in Tanzania. Our 2018 Christmas Eve 
Offering will go towards funding the medical needs of  
children suffering from malnutrition. Our $20,000 goal has 
the potential to provide medical care for 300-500 children 
a year. You can go to gfumc.com/christmas to learn more. 

Christmas has its affect, because it is evidence of God’s  
love for us. Christmas is God’s assurance to a frightened 
world that God is with us. “The Lord himself will give you a 
sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). Immanuel – God with us. In a 
world manipulated by fear, God dwells. This is the thrill of 
hope we are anticipating this Advent season. 

I look forward to being with you during Advent.

In HIM,

Jamey Prickett
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Advent Study: The Gift of New Hope
The Gift of New Hope invites readers to explore their yearning for God’s presence through a 
study of the lectionary Bible readings for Advent and Christmas. Each week’s Scriptures call us 
to praise God as we actively await the coming of Christ and prepare our hearts and lives for 
his arrival. Through the readings, we hear the invitation to claim and celebrate the new hope 
we have in Jesus Christ.

The season of Advent offers opportunities to prepare for God’s coming in human form in the 
infant Jesus and for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom with the second coming of Christ. Hope 
is the focus of Advent worship, study, and prayer. We will discover the light that began in the 
manger, which continues as we look forward with hope to Christ’s return.

The book costs $8 and is available now in the Church Office.

Saturday, December 8 
9-11am  /  Great Room

Join Santa and his helpers for a pancake 
breakfast you won’t want to miss!  

Our friend, Cameron the Camel, will  
read a Christmas story. Afterwards  
Santa will be available for pictures  

you can keep for a lifetime. 

This special morning is by reservation  
only, registration ends December 2.

Register now at gfumc.com/kids. 



CENTERING PRAYER FOR ADVENT
Thursdays, Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20  .  9:30am  .  Chapel

From shopping to parties, the frenzy of the holiday season can be demanding and exhausting. 
Come reclaim the heart of this season of hope and anticipation as we retreat into silence and 
seek to be sustained by God  in prayer. Experience in Centering Prayer is not required. Each 
gathering will begin with simple instructions.

THE 2018 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL CONCERTS
Sunday, December 16  .  4 & 6:30pm  .  Sanctuary

Experience the joy and beauty of Advent and Christmas as the Chancel Choir and Festival 
Orchestra, conducted by Worship Arts Director, John LaForge, present this annual concert of 

holiday music you’re sure to love. Selections will include arrangements of timeless classics and 
traditional hymns, as well as new anthems of the season composed by some of today’s best-

known choral composers. Tickets for this event are complimentary but recommended to ensure 
seating. Childcare available.

THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
Thursday, December 20  .  6pm  .  Chapel

The loss of a loved one, broken relationships, life transitions, physical illness, so many things can 
make it difficult to share in Christmas cheer. Yet part of the wonder of Christmas is that God 
chooses to be with us in our pain. Join us for this time of reflective worship as we seek God’s 
peace and light in the darkness.

ANGEL TREES 

Stop by the Gathering Room or MAC Lobby, in early December, to select an ornament from an 
Angel Tree and make a difference in the life of a child. Our gifts support Murphy-Harpst  

Children’s Centers, an independent, not-for-profit organization committed to meeting the 
needs of abused and neglected children and young people. Learn more at murphyharpst.org.

STAFF LOVE OFFERING

Gainesville First, you are blessed with an outstanding and talented church staff who strives year 
round to be salt and light in our church and the Gainesville area. During the first weeks of Advent, 
you will receive a Staff Love Offering envelope with your weekly bulletin on Sundays.  Will you 
prayerfully consider brightening your church staff’s Christmas season with a monetary gift? If  
possible, we would like to receive your offering by Sunday, December 16. Thank you for who you are 
and for your generosity.  - Frank Norton, Jr., SPR Chairman



*Church and Church Office closed Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25. Church Office closed Wednesday, December 26.

Christmas Eve Offering  
Gainesville First has an incredible opportunity to demonstrate the love of 
Christ through our Christmas Eve Offering. We will be collecting the  
offering during the season of Advent and the final opportunity will be at  
our Christmas Eve Services. This year’s offering will benefit vulnerable 
children in the only Pediatric NICU in the country of Tanzania. You can learn 
more about this year’s recipient and give toward the offering online at  
gfumc.com/christmas.

For details, share graphics, and childcare information visit:  

GFUMC.COM/CHRISTMAS



Your gifts are building bridges to  

Jesus Christ. Find more information  

on giving at gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

OCTOBER2018

GOAL  $225,711 
ACTUAL  $223,792

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $2,522,111 
ACTUAL  $2,578,341                                 

Happenings in December See more at GFUMC.COM/EVENTS.

UMW Christmas Bazaar Brunch
Saturday, December 8  /  10am  /  Reception Hall 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Bring your food items to share, and 
your “White Elephant Gift” to exchange. We look forward to seeing everyone 
there! Find more details at gfumc.com/events.

GFUMC Weekday Preschool Children’s Christmas Musical
Thursday, December 6  /  6pm  /  Sanctuary 
Join us for this cuteness overload! Our preschoolers have been working hard 
to present their 2018 Christmas musical “Where’s Baby Jesus?” Come out to 
support the kids and enjoy the show! Learn more at gfumc.com/preschool.

Adult Christmas Gala
Friday, December 7  /  6pm  /  Reception Hall 
Ladies, put on your sparkle, and gentlemen, pull out your tuxes if you have 
them for this Black & White Christmas Gala! Singer and entertainer Gary 
Squires will delight us with Christmas songs and other tunes from the swing 
era as we enjoy a catered meal and share Christmas cheer.  Tickets are $10 
per person. Contact Mildred Smith in the Church Office at 770.536.2341 to 
purchase yours today!

Connecting Point Lunch
Sunday, December 2  /  12:15pm  /  Reception Hall 
Interested in learning more about Gainesville First? Join us after the 10:55am 
worship services for lunch to meet church staff and hear more about who 
we are and how we are building bridges for Jesus Christ. Let us know you are 
coming at gfumc.com/connectingpoint.

One Worship Service 
Sunday, December 30  /  10:55am  /  Sanctuary 
On Sunday, December 30, we invite you to join us for our combined, One 
Worship Service at 10:55am in the Sanctuary. Let’s come together and spend 
the final Sunday of 2018 in worship together.



Early Response Team Training
January 19 / 8:30am-4:30pm / Adult Lobby

Early Responders are certified by UMCOR to provide support and relief  
on the ground in times of natural disasters. Act fast, spots are limited! 
 

     >>>  REGISTER NOW  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

*Use your smartphone’s camera to scan and open the registration page now.

WINTER ADULT STUDIES
We’re gearing up for several new Adult Study opportunities  
in January. Learn more and register at gfumc.com/studies.

It’s Not Supposed to be This Way 
Led by Stacey Terry
What do you do when God’s timing seems 
questionable, His lack of intervention hurtful, 
and His promises doubtful? Life often looks so 
very different than we hoped or expected. 
Some events catch us off guard, but others 
shatter us completely. We quietly start to  
wonder about the reality of God’s goodness. 
Yet, our disappointments can be the divine  
appointments our souls need to radically  
encounter God. In this 12-week study, you  
are invited into lessons of faith, grit,  
vulnerability, and honest humor. We will 
discover the secret of being steadfast and not 
panicking when God actually does give us more 
than we can handle.

Naked Spirituality
Led by Ouida Stough
Naked Spirituality is an  
experience of life with  
God in 12 simple words.  
Its author, Brian McLaren,  
has been called a “bridge  
builder.” In the 13 weeks  
together, we will discover 
that stripping things down  
to the bare essentials and  
cutting through stale  
debates, old ideologies,  
and ethereal theology open 
us to a simple love for God  
and neighbor that is worth  
devoting our life to.

Romans
Led by Rev. Liz Millar
The book of Romans is considered by 
many to be the apostle Paul’s greatest 
written work. This study leads you 
to grow in knowledge and faith as 
you begin to discover the enormous 
breadth and depth of the scripture 
contained therein. Over the course 
of 12-weeks, this poignant study will 
guide you toward holy love, revealing 
more of Christ through deeper  
understanding. You will learn about 
the significance of Paul speaking of 
the Holy Spirit in his letter and what 
that means for our lives today.

New Year’s Message Series 
Two thousand years ago, a travelling Jewish preacher and miracle 
worker walked across Galilee, gathering followers and preaching 
the reign of God. The movement He launched was so threatening to 
the established order that He was captured, tortured, and executed. 
Three days later His witnesses proclaimed His resurrection. 

The revolution He started continues to spread. Who is Jesus and 
what relevance does His teachings have on our lives? 

Join us in January as we launch into the story of Jesus from the 
gospel of Matthew. The greatest story ever told promises to convict, 
challenge, and leave us changed.  gfumc.com/messages
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2      Sunday Services
      Connecting Point Lunch

5      Wednesday Night Activities 

6      Weekday Preschool Christmas Musical 

7      Adult Christmas Gala

8      Childrens Breakfast With Santa
      UMW Christmas Bazaar Brunch

9      Sunday Services
      Student Reindeer Games

12      Wednesday Night Activities

16      Sunday Services
      Connecting Point Sunday 
      Christmas Festival Concerts

19      Wednesday Night Activities
      SPLASH Christmas Party

FEATURE EVENTS CALENDAR  For more info on all events, visit GFUMC.COM/EVENTS.

DECEMBER

20      The Longest Night Service

23      Sunday Services

24      Christmas Eve Worship Services

25      Christmas Day (Church Office closed through   
        12/26)

30       One Sunday Service (10:55am Classic Worship  
        only)

Out of town? Miss a 
Sunday? Need to hear it 
again? No problem! You  
can catch up on previous 
Classic and Modern  
Worship messages on 
Apple Podcasts, Google 
Play Music, or Spotify. 
gfumc.com/podcast


