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Have you seen The Battle at Kruger? It’s a battle between a pride of lions, 
a herd of water buffalo, and two crocodiles at a watering hole in South  
Africa’s Kruger National Park. It’s witnessed and videoed by tourists on a 
safari. The pride of lions attack two adult buffalo and one of their young. 
The lions lunge at the young buffalo, their momentum taking them into the 
watering hole. This is where the crocodiles come in. After a struggle in the 
water the five lions manage to get the buffalo on land, where they prepare 
to enjoy their catch. 

It looks like it’s over for the young buffalo. Circle of life, right? But then 
the camera pans to the left and there you see literally hundreds of water  
buffalo coming to the aid of the captured one. The lions are not giving up 
nor budging. The water buffalo charge, hooking a lion with their horns, 
sending it flying. Then the predator becomes the chased! Eventually the 
young water buffalo is freed and returns to its herd. You can Google it and 
watch it for yourself.

Why did I tell you about the Battle of Kruger? Because I have an important 
question to ask you. Do you have a herd? Do you have folks who will come 
after you, even at great peril, if you would happen to find yourself in a bad 
situation?

We have a relational God, and we were created to be in relationship with 
each other. And yes, we need a personal relationship with God. But what’s 
even better than a personal relationship with God is a shared relationship 
with God. We need each other!

The writer of Ecclesiastes says it this way in 4:9-12:
“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If 
either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls 
and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep 
warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, 
two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”

We believe being involved in a healthy friendship is a value that will  
transform lives by building bridges to Jesus Christ. In the coming days you 
are going to see an intentionality in assisting you in finding your herd, your 
tribe, your peeps, folks with whom you can share your life. 

Some of you are vulnerable right now, because you’re alone. Some of you 
are one healthy friendship away from changing the course of your life.  
And many of you already have a group, so you know how satisfying, rich, 
comforting and fulfilling it is.

So thankful to have you as my people,

Pastor Scott

a:word:from
Rev. Scott Hearn

April 8 & 15
When it comes to marriage and  
relationships, expectations don’t always 
match reality. Join us in Chapel Worship 
and Modern Worship for this two-part 
series as we “real talk” about the 
challenges and goals of our relationships.

UPCOMING 
SERMON SERIES

April 22 & 29
Life is full of distractions and it’s so easy 
to focus on the wrong things. How do 
we keep our priorities straight and keep 
our attention on the things that truly 
matter in life? Join us in Chapel Worship 
and Modern Worship for this two-
part series on how to live through the  
distractions.

April 29 & May 6
Do you ever struggle with what it is  
exactly God wants you to do? We often 
get bogged down because we make it 
complicated. Join us in Classic Worship 
for this two-part series on the 10 second 
rule, as we look at how God really does 
want to lead, guide and direct our lives.

SUNdAy SERvICES:   
        8:30am Classic Worship   
        9:30am Chapel Worship   
        9:45am Sunday Groups   
        10:55am Classic Worship   
        10:55am Modern Worship

WEdNESdAy ACtIvItIES:   
        6:00pm All Areas
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ANCHOR NEWS  
As followers of Christ, we’re tasked with always looking for 
the next bridge we can build to Jesus for our community. That 
mindset often causes us to re-evaluate what we’re doing, and 
sometimes leads us to a place where change is needed. While 
the idea of change frightens some, I’m sure we can all agree, 
change isn’t scary when it’s made for the right reasons. 

After listening to the feedback of our church leaders over 
the last year, the communications team and church staff has 
decided to shift the Anchor to a bi-monthly format through 
the remainder of 2018, and to discontinue the newsletter in 
2019. This decision was made in order to focus our  
communication efforts more on those outside our walls, 

Saturday, April 21 / 9am-12pm / Great Room 

Students and adults, join us as we build bridges and target hunger together by supporting school 
feeding programs. We’ll package 20,000 meals and make a direct impact on poverty, disease,  
education, and the welfare of women and children. Don’t miss this fast paced, fun time! Only 

110 spots are available, so act fast! Find full details and register to serve at gfumc.com/events.

SENIOR GRAdUAtION RECOGNItION
May 20 / 12:30pm / Reception Hall
We are gathering information on our High School students graduating in 2018, and we 
don’t want to miss anyone! If you have a student graduating and would like to be part of 
this celebration, please email Ric Clark at rclark@gfumc.com by April 22.

those in need of the hope only Jesus Christ can provide. 

We’ll still be sharing events and celebrations in our weekly 
bulletin, emails, social media posts, and website, yet now we’ll 
be focusing on better use of video and targeted group  
communications. For instance, our older adults receive a 
monthly newsletter by mail, while our Kids and Student  
ministries are communicated with by emails or texts. 

We ask for your patience during this transition, and we hope 
you are as excited as we are about taking the next step forward 
in creating great discipleship content, building bridges, and 
reaching people with the Good News of the Gospel. 



Over many years faithful GFUMC friends have prayed for him even when I couldn’t muster the strength and faith to pray one more 
prayer. Then when things were as bad as they’ve ever been,  just short of death itself, miraculously, he left his old life behind and started 
the journey to a new life. Now my brother at 51 years old isn’t just surviving, he is thriving. A growing man in Christ with a brand 
new start.  In just over a year he has met his Savior, publicly declared himself a follower of Christ through baptism and is now leading 
other men to Jesus at Miracle Hill Overcomers Center in Greenville, South Carolina. He now has a strong community of believers 
that encourage and hold him accountable, and you will often find him reading the Bible and books that grow and strengthen his faith 
and leadership skills. He also has a gentleness to his demeanor that is ever present even in the face of adversity and difficulty. He, in 
so many ways, is a new person, still my brother of course but now the core of who he is, his overriding personality and behavior, is a 
reflection of the grace that saved his life.  

I received this text from him not too long ago, “It feels good to know because of Jesus there is nothing I did yesterday that made 
Him love me less and there is nothing I could do today to make Him love me more.” I love that text and will keep it forever. Watching  
               my brother’s journey to a changed life makes me want to shout from the rooftops that there is hope and   
               Jesus is real! I don’t worry about my brother anymore, because I know he is connected to the strongest force  
    of love in the universe - Jesus. I see first-hand how the Holy Spirit is equipping him to walk this difficult  
    life. The ashes of his past are now being used for the Kingdom of God. I celebrate my brothers new life,  
    and I’m grateful for the change in me as a result of Russ’ resurrection story. From death to life,  
    from horror to unspeakable joy - I now have a front row seat to the most amazing and  
    undeniable life change story. Thank you Jesus!”  - Donna Weaver

“I’ve had the privilege of watching my older brother, Russ, discover the true meaning 
of God’s grace as he’s traveled the road to sobriety. Now his life is a modern day  
resurrection story. However in order for me to share the resurrection story with you, 
I must tell you the death story. 

Since his childhood he has battled addiction. It began with huffing glue even before 
he was a teenager and ended with meth till he was 49 years old. The continual cycle 
of hopelessness surrounding addiction is hard to understand unless you have lived it 
or witnessed it. Being his sister was like having a front row seat to a horror movie…
watching someone I love slowly destroy his life.

Share your story at GFUMC.COM/yOURStORy

HOW CAN yOU HELP?

Gainesville First is sending a mission team to  
North Shore Honduras, June 27 - July 5, to do  
construction at a Methodist School, treat  
patients at a medical clinic, and lead VBS.  
We will work with Rev. Esther Hanners, pastor  
of the Utila Methodist Church on the island  
of Utila off the north shore of Honduras.

1. You can donate supplies for the  
     mission by purchasing any of the  
     items listed on the downloadable  
     collection list at gfumc.com/events  
     and bringing them to the church  
     April 8 - 29. 

Collection bins are located in the Gathering Room, the rear entrance to the Sanctuary, and the MAC Lobby.  
Please drop off your donations by Sunday, April 29.

3. Pray for the people of  
     Honduras and those  
     going on the trip!

2. Give! Money is needed to purchase supplies  
     and children’s books, as well as, medicines  
     and vitamins for the medical clinics.  To donate  
     financially, please make checks payable to  
     GFUMC, “North Shore Honduras Mission” on  
     the memo line. 



OUR SPIRItUAL EyES

Read: John 9:1-38

         “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped Jesus.”

Easter! The celebration of Jesus, our Risen Lord!  

Have you always had the eyes to see Jesus as Lord? Perhaps 
we, like the man born blind in the Gospel of John, didn’t fully 
grasp Jesus as Lord on our first encounter with him. As you 
read this story in John 9, notice the way the man born blind 
refers to Jesus as the Pharisees are inquiring who gave him 
his sight. First, he identifies Jesus as “the man they call Jesus.” 
Next, he declares, “He [Jesus] is a prophet.” Upon Jesus’  
revelation to him that He is the Son of Man, the previously 
blind man confesses, Jesus as Lord. 

While our blind man had his physical site restored  
immediately after washing in the Pool of Siloam, the opening 

     SUbMIt A dEvOtION
          Do you love to write or blog devotions?  If so, feel free to  
          submit one to Rebeccah Damon at rdamon@gfumc.com    
          for consideration to be printed in a future Anchor.

of his spiritual eyes was a process, a process that culminated 
with his confession, “Lord, I believe, and he worshiped Jesus.”  

As we enter this season after Easter, let us too remember 
our confession that Jesus is Lord.  May our response to our 
confession be to worship Jesus, not just on Sunday, but each 
day of our life.  

Blessings, my Easter people! - Rev. Liz Millar

Worship outdoors in our  
Sanctuary without walls!

Lakeside Worship begins Sunday, May 6 at
8:30am all will run through September.

Learn more at gfumc.com/worship.

All men are invited for a time of discussion, fellowship and to eat good BBQ. We’ll take this  
opportunity to discuss ways we can serve our church and community. This is a FREE, low key event, 
but please reserve your spot for supper at gfumc.com/events.



Your gifts are building bridges to  

Jesus Christ. Find more information  

on giving at gfumc.com/give.

GIVING
UPDATE

FEBRUARY2018

GOAL  $249,900 
ACTUAL  $224,629                            

YEARTODATE

GOAL  $638,305 
ACTUAL  $568,181                                  

Happenings in April & May
So much is going on at Gainesville First! See below and find more details and events at GFUMC.COM/EvENtS.

Family Promise Week
April 8-15 / on campus 
We are blessed with the opportunity to host Family Promise each of these 
evenings at Gainesville First. Volunteers are needed to help set up, provide 
dinners, enjoy fellowship, and stay as overnight hosts. We also need donations 
of breakfast, lunch and snack items for the week. To volunteer, find details at 
gfumc.com/events.

Connecting Point Lunch
Sunday, April 15 / Noon / Reception Hall 
Interested in becoming a member of Gainesville First? Maybe you just want 
to learn more about who we are and what we believe? Join us for a free lunch 
Sunday, April 15 at noon to hear about all the ministry that happens here, meet 
pastors and staff, ask questions, and get answers. RSVP now at  
gfumc.com/connectingpoint.

Spring Into Family Fun Nights: Family Paint Night
Wednesday, April 18 / 6pm 
Join us for a Family Paint Night! Let’s get creative with talented instructor  
Audrey Shuler. Cost is $10 per person, which covers cost of supplies and  
instructor fees. We are so excited for this family fun night! Let us know you’re 
coming at gfumc.com/kids.

Is your photo up-to-date?
We’ve had quite a few membership changes this year and our new staff 
appreciates being able to match faces to names while getting to know the 
congregation. Have you updated your membership photo lately? You get to 
choose the picture that will be updated to our membership database!  

Simply attach a photo, along with your contact information, in an email and 
send to Julie Julian at jjulian@gfumc.com. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Julie at 770.536.2341.

Orphanage Emmanuel Missions Update
Sunday, April 22 / 9:30am / Adult Lobby 
Mike and Karen Madsen, Gainesville First supported missionaries to Honduras, 
will be updating us on the work of the Vocational School and Orphanage  
Emmanuel. Everyone is welcome. 
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1  Easter Sunday Services

4 Wednesday Night activities

8 Sunday Services

8-15 Family Promise Week

11 Wednesday Night activities

15 Sunday Services
 Connecting Point Lunch

17 Tuesday Lunch Club

18 Wednesday Night activities

21 Rise Against Hunger

22 Sunday Services

25 Wednesday Night activities

29 Sunday Services 
 Connecting Point Sunday

FEAtURE EvENtS CALENdAR  For more info on all events, visit GFUMC.COM/EvENtS.

APRIL2018

3 National Day of Prayer 

6  Sunday Services 
 Lakeside Worship begins

11 GFUMC Preschool Mother’s Day Tea 

13 Sunday Services
 Mother’s Day

14 After School Program Skate Party

15 Tuesday Lunch Club

16 GFUMC Preschool Graduation

20 Sunday Services 
 Heritage Sunday

27 Sunday Services 
 Memorial Day Picnic

25 Memorial Day
	 Church	Office	closed

MAy2018


