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Take on Thee  
Kids Small Groups: 4th-5th Grade 
September 17, 2017 
 

Bible Story: Take on Thee (Accept one another) • Romans 15:7; Acts 9:26-28 (Supporting: 
Acts 9:1-25, 26:12-18) 
Bottom Line: Friends accept one another.  
Key Question: What does it mean to accept a friend? 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. He is there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 
17:17, NIrV 
Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

  

 
GET READY 
The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Elementary Kids Small Groups this week and 
can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Sunday Morning: 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Group, 15 minutes) (Choose as many of these 
activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Just for Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 

2. Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 
 

3. Get Your Head in the Game 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 Flashlight (that can be taken apart) 

 Space to spread out where lights can be lowered but not so dark that it’s dangerous 

 Optional: Music 
 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Large Group Video: Movie @ 11:10 a.m. in the Children’s Worship Center 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Group, 35 minutes) (Choose as many of these 
activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Take a Snapshot  
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and 
designing 

 Artistic materials, such as: Play-Doh®, pipe cleaners, white paper, markers 
 

2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 Bibles 

 One chair or “hot seat” 
 
3. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 
4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 No supplies needed 
 
5. Making it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 No supplies needed 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
(Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray especially for the kids who have a hard 
time accepting those who are different from them or those they don’t have chemistry with. Pray that 
they would understand that God wants them to accept all people, no matter who they are. Ask God to 
give kids the wisdom to be accepting of everyone and also discerning of who they choose to befriend. 
 

 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  
 

 Ask: Would you rather be a 12-year-old still in second grade who is liked by your 8-year-
old classmates and your teacher OR be a 12-year-old in college who is brilliant but 
totally stands out? 

 Another Option: Ask students to talk about a time when they felt left out. 

 Let students discuss their answers to the question. 

 Encourage them to ask each other why they chose the answers they did. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships 
 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Ask each kid about a good thing (a Wow) that happened during the week and a bad 
thing (a Pow) that happened during the week.   

 Encourage each child to share at least one Wow.   
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Get Your Head in the Game 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Larger space to play tag, a flashlight that can easily be taken apart, optional: 
music 
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What You Do: 
 

 Ask everyone to cover his or her eyes or turn to the wall. 

 Take apart the flashlight and hide each of the parts throughout the play area. 

 Pick one student to be the “Grog.” 

 Explain the rules of the game: 
o The Grog’s goal is to tag and freeze everyone 
o When someone gets tagged by the Grog, he or she must freeze in place. 
o At the same time they’re running from the Grog, everyone must also work 

together to find and re-assemble the flashlight before everyone is frozen in place 
and the Grog wins. 

o Once the flashlight is put back together, someone should shine a light on the 
Grog, which will defeat it.  

o If the Grog tags everyone, he or she picks the next Grog and you hide all the 
flashlight pieces again and start a new game. 

 
Optional: Turn down the lights (but don’t make it so dark as to be unsafe). You could also play 
fun, upbeat music as they play. 
 
Wrap Up and Say:  
 
“Today’s Bible Story is also about a bright light and a guy who was once considered an enemy 
to people who followed Jesus. Let’s head to Large Group.” 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

(Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Lead your group to the Ms. Teresa Children’s Worship Center at 11:10 a.m. for the Large Group 
Movie Video.  Please sit with your Small Group in the Worship Center and enjoy the movie. 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(Small Groups, 35 minutes) 
 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 

 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
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Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: Artistic materials, such as: Play-Doh®, pipe cleaners, white paper, markers 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Challenge students to think of a time when someone helped them to be accepted with 
others or a time when they helped someone else to be accepted in a group. (You may 
want to share a personal story to help them start thinking in the right direction.) 

 Encourage students to make or draw an object to represent some part of their story. 

 When everyone is close to being finished, ask your group to partner up, show their 
objects, and tell about the time they thought of that involved someone getting accepted. 

 Remind them to really listen because they are going to share their partner’s story with 
the group, so will need to remember it. 

 Go around the group, letting volunteers share the other person’s story until everyone 
has had a turn. 

 Encourage students to ask questions about the creations as they are being shared. This 
will promote discussion and conversation amongst the group.   

 

 
2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 
 

What You Need: One chair or “hot seat” 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Pass out the Bibles and encourage half the group to look up Acts 9 and the other half to 
look up Acts 26. 

 Put the “hot seat” chair in the front and center. 

 Let students take turns sitting in the “hot seat” and making a case for whether or not 
Saul should be part of the disciples (people who believe in and follow Jesus).  

 Remind students to be respectful of whoever’s in the hot seat, giving that person time 
and space to speak.  

o They can call out questions to ask of the person in the seat. 
o The person in the hot seat will then be challenged to respond to the questions, 

and they can refer back to the passages in Acts for help.  

 Wrap Up and Ask:  
o How do you think Paul felt when Barnabas stood up for him and accepted him 

into the group of Jesus followers? 
o Have you ever had a friend explain your situation or make a case for you to be 

accepted into a group or with another person? What happened? How did you 
feel? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
A note about discussion questions: these questions are not meant to be asked sequentially nor 
are they meant for every kid to answer or every group to answer. Rather, they are provided for 
you as the Small Group Leader to use to jumpstart some deeper discussion. Keep in mind that 
kids this age still need time to think and process, sometimes before they themselves even know 
what they think! It’s okay to have silence right after a question is asked. Or your few might need 
you to answer the question yourself to give them something to frame their answers in. We also 
hope that you use what you know about your few. Ask the specific questions you think they 
need to answer. If there’s something you know they’re struggling with or need to work on, ask 
the questions that pertain to those things and start a conversation about them! 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 

 When are some times that kids have to deal with whether or not they are accepted? Can 
you think of some examples? 

 What makes it hard to accept people sometimes? 

 If you’ve ever felt not accepted before, what do you wish you could say to the people 
involved? (No names) 

 If you’ve ever tried to help someone get accepted with other friends, what worked? What 
didn’t? 

 Do you have a story of something that really changed you? You were one way before 
this thing happened but different afterward. 

 Does following Jesus make you different than before you knew and trusted Him? In what 
ways? 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Divide your group into three smaller groups and instruct them to move around to make a 
left side, middle, and right side. 

 Share today’s verse, Romans 15:7, NIrV: “Christ has accepted you. So accept one 
another in order to bring praise to God.” 

 Tell the left side group they are the first third of the verse, “Christ has accepted you.” 
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 Tell the middle group they are the middle section, “So accept one another” 

 Tell the right side group they are the last third, “in order to bring praise to God.” 

 Let students practice saying their parts out loud, prompting them as needed, by pointing 
to whose turn it is. 

o Start on the left and moving across so that they say the verse in order.  
o Run through it a few times, going quicker and quicker. 

 Then ask them what they think the most important part of this verse is?  

 Encourage students to share this in one sentence or a phrase (just a few words). 

 Challenge them to see if they can sum up the most important part in just one word. (If 
they say, “Accept,” ask what that means—what’s another way to say that?) 

 Close by asking them why we should accept others (because Christ accepted us and 
because we want to bring praise to God—or however they say this in their own words). If 
they seem confused, ask them to help put these ideas into words that younger kids 
would understand. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Making it Personal with Prayer 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Gather everyone close. If you have a close-knit group or want to encourage tighter 
bonds between students, consider doing one of the following:  

o Gather the group in a tight circle and hold hands 
o Ask students to sit on their knees, leaning forward, and putting a hand out in the 

middle to make a “stack” of hands 
o Gather the group in a circle with their arms around each other’s shoulders, like 

they’re in a team huddle. 

 Ask them to close their eyes so you can pray and send them out. 
 
“Dear God, I was thinking how Saul who became Paul wanted us help others turn from 
darkness—their old ways and what came naturally to them—to this new light that would change 
them for the better. He says that he doesn’t care if it takes a short amount of time or a long time; 
he will keep praying that others will come to believe, too. Today God we are praying for these 
people to know and believe in you. (You can say their names in your mind right now.) (pause) 
God, help us to shine brightly this week, so that we stand out and get a chance to say that 
believing in You gives us hope. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 
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