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Defy 
by Rev. Dr. Glenn Etheridge* 

“Cancer… again. My family has been chosen for a leading role in 

a new book, Second Job. My response is defiance. Defiance of a 

disease that attempts to define and destroy us. 

Cancer, I defy you to change who God is. I am a person of faith.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, Savior of the World, my Lord and Savior. 

Cancer, you cannot change the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Cancer, I defy you to change my love of life. I love life and the 

experiences of life. You can inflict my body with pain and nausea. 

You can frustrate and weary me. You cannot change me…. 

Cancer, I defy you to change my eternity. The Lord shall preserve 

my soul. You can affect breath and heartbeats, but you have no 

role in my eternity. My soul was with God before I was born.  

I am with God now, and I shall be with God in the life to come….  

Cancer, I know your limits, and I give you no authority over those 

things which you have ho power. I will choose who I will be as a 

person, a child of God, and a follower of Jesus Christ. I make that 

choice. And I choose to love, to laugh, to witness to the Lord, and 

to wake up in the morning excited about the blessings that await 

the day.  

Cancer, I defy you.  

In the end, I choose faith. I choose hope. I choose love.  

And these three shall remain long after you, cancer, is gone.” 

*Glenn was on staff at GFUMC in the 1980’s at the beginning of his 

ministry. Since then he has served well and is currently senior pastor at 

Oak Grove UMC.  Four years ago he and his wife Cathy lost their young 

adult son to brain cancer. He has recently been diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer and published this piece. I offer an excerpt in hopes 

that it  may be helpful to you or someone you love. The full essay can 

be found on the Oak Grove UMC Facebook page. 

                                         Grace and Peace, 

                              ~Rev. Carolyn Clifton 

 

Summer Book Club 

Monday, August 12 

12 - 1:30 pm 

Adult Lobby 

BYO Lunch 
No reservation required 

 

Barbara Brown Taylor, theologian and former professor at 

Piedmont College recounts her experiences of finding the sacred 

in unexpected places during 20 years of teaching undergraduate 

world religion classes. Weaving together classroom stories and 

personal reflections on her own spiritual journey, Taylor 

challenges us to examine our own understandings of God  and  

faith traditions. Take note of your questions and reflections as 

you read this book and bring them for discussion over lunch.  



Gadabouts meets most Wednesdays at 11 am in the Reception Hall 
for an entertaining or informational program and lunch. Newcomers 
and guests are always welcome to join us. Lunch is $4 unless 
otherwise noted. 
 

August 7                                                                 Magic and Comedy 
Dennis Aloia will bring his 40 years of experience with stage magic 
and humor to amaze and entertain us.  You won’t want to miss this 
show! Menu: Chicken tenders and shrimp, coleslaw, roasted 
potatoes, hush puppies, salad bar and dessert. 
 

August 14                                The Colorful Story of the English Bible  
Michael Morgan, Seminary Musician at Columbia Theological 
Seminary, is also a collector of English Bibles with more than 4,800 
volumes in his collection. Come see a variety of them up close and 
hear about their fascinating history. Menu: spaghetti with meat 
sauce, garlic bread, salad bar and birthday cake. 
 

August 21                                                                  Finding God in Poetry  
Retired English teacher and GFUMC member, Nancy Story, will share 
with us her current interest connecting faith with poetry. Menu: 
fried and baked chicken from Ingles, baked beans, potato salad, 
deviled eggs, and dessert.  
  

August 28                                                                                      BINGO! 
Straight  Line? Blackout? Picture Frame?  What’s your favorite 
game? Join us for some friendly rounds of Bingo! Menu: Salad bar 
with chicken salad, tuna salad, pasta salad, fresh fruit and dessert. 

 

 

 

      

     September 5 -  October 24 

               5:30 - 7:00 p.m.  

                     Room S-02 

Find hope and reconciliation as 

we share our experiences and 

learn about grief.  $25 covers 

the cost of materials. Community members  are welcome. For more 

information or to sign up, contact Rev. Carolyn Clifton.  

 

 

 

Sundays  
at 8:30am  

 

weather 
permitting 

Come enjoy the sounds  
of this professional string  
quartet from North GA as 
they play from their broad 
repertoire of music that 
spans from Baroque to  
Classical, Broadway to 
Pop, and Celtic to Jazz. 

An hour or two each 
week could be the 
investment needed to 
make the difference in 
the life of a child!  Come 
to this information 
meeting and learn how 
you can be a bridge 
builder with the Baker 
and Glover Path Project. 

August 18 at 12 pm 
in the GREAT Room.  

Tickets: $10 in advance and 

$15 at the door 

S.A.G.E 
Senior Adults Going Everywhere 

Activities for Adults 55+  

Thursday, August 29 

6:30 pm - 10:00 pm 

 

Enjoy an evening of classical four hand piano in Brenau’s  Pearce 

auditorium featuring Keith and Priscilla Jefcoat. The concert is 

free, but reservations for the bus are required. Contact Mildred 

Smith in the office to reserve your seat. Meet in the front church 

parking lot. 

Fall Bible Study Kick-Off 

Wednesday August 14 at 6 pm in the GREAT Room 

Come join us for supper, meet class leaders, and  

review course materials. Invite a friend to join you! 

Mondays: 

Sunday Scripture Study with Pastor Carolyn 

August 19—November 18 / 12 - 1pm /Honey Baked Ham on Thompson 

Bridge/ No cost. 

Tuesdays: 

Men’s Morning  Bible Study with Pastor Scott: The Book of Acts 

August 20—November 17/ 7 – 8am / Reception Hall / No cost. 

For Women: Amazing Collection with Sherri Duke 

August 20—November 17/ 10am –  12pm / Room S-01 / Book cost $10. 

For Women: The Amazing Life of Jesus Christ with Helen Wiltse and 

Cathy Burns 

August 20—November 17/ 10am –  12 pm / Room S-06 /Book cost $25. 

Wednesdays: 

Women’s Morning Bible Study with Michelle Alexander: 

August 21—November 18/ 10:45am – 12 pm / Lakeside Conference 

Room / No cost. 

Living the Jesus Way Today with Pastor Jamey 

August 21—September 25 / 6 - 7:15 pm /Room S-49 / No cost. 

Scripture and the Life of God with Pastor Scott 

August 21—September 25 / 6 - 7:15 pm /Room S-51/ Book cost: $20. 

Jonah with Pastor Liz 

August 21—September 25 / 6 - 7:15 pm /  Room S-02 / No cost. 

Testament of Devotion with Dick Baxter 

 August 21—September 25 / 6 - 7:15 pm / Room S-01 / Book cost: $12. 

A Case for Miracles with Steve Barnum 

August 21—September 25 / 6 - 7:15 pm / Bride’s Room / Book cost: $15. 

Thursdays: 

Faith Café: Twelve Extraordinary Women with Nancy Evans and Pam 

Katz 

September 5—November 21 / 10am / Panera on Dawsonville Hwy/ Book 

cost: $12. 

Membership Care 

In Memoriam: 
Paige Martin 
Sara Timpone    

In Sympathy: 
Amy Van Doorn on the death of her father. 
Vicki Bailey on the death of her mother.  

Recent Hospitalizations: 

Steve Danion  George Daves     Jean Hawkins 
Mary Myers  Sandra Romberg     Dot Strickland 


