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Someone’s Gotta Give 
Kids Small Groups: Kindergarten-5th Grade 
December 17, 2017 
 

Bible Story: Someone’s Gotta Give (Be rich principle) • 1 Timothy 6:18 
Bottom Line: Look for creative ways to give. 
Memory Verse: “Command the rich to do what is good. Tell them to be rich in doing good 
things. They must give freely. They must be willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:18, NIrV 
Life App: Generosity—Making someone’s day by giving something away 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 

 
GET READY 
The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Kindergarten-5th Grade Kids Small Groups 
this week and can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Sunday Morning: 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Group, 15 minutes)  
(Choose as many of these activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Early Arriver 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 Beach ball 

 Small ball or bean bag 
 

2. Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 

 
3. Spy It 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 No supplies needed 
 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Large Group Video: Story @ 10 a.m. in the Ms. Teresa Children’s Worship Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thinkorange.com/


 

©2017 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (Becca McConnell/Gainesville First UMC).  

2 

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Group, 30 minutes)  
(Choose as many of these activities as you would like.) 

 
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
 
1. 3 of 9 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 Print the “3 of 9” Activity Page; 1 for each kid 

 Pens or markers 
 

* 2. Orange, Paperclip, Sock 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 Orange 

 Paperclip 

 Sock 
 
3. Ribbon Tangle 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 Bibles  

 Long spool of thin ribbon 
 
Prayer 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 Optional: Mini-stockings; 1 for each kid 

 Make copies of this week’s GodTime card; 1 per kid 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
(Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to give your group creative and fun 
ideas for ways they can be generous and rich in good deeds. Pray that God would remind you of ways 
your few can use their time, talents, and energy to be generous toward others. Thank God for giving 
you that opportunity through leading your group.  
 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  
 

What You Need: Beach ball and small ball or bean bag 
 
What You Do: 

 

 Greet kids as they arrive.  

 Ask them what they think the word “creative” means. Have they ever done something 
creatively?  

 Give the group the beach ball and the small ball.  

 Designate a point in your small group area as the goal.  

 Tell them they have five minutes to think of the most creative way to get the balls in the 
goal.  

 If you have mostly younger kids, help them think of ways they could kick, roll, or carry 
the balls.  

 For mostly older kids, give them a few rules:  

o Everyone has to touch each ball on its way to the goal. 

o No one can touch it twice.  

 Play again with older kids, letting them make their own rules and encouraging them to 
challenge themselves. 

 Discuss how it’s fun to exercise the creativity that God gave us by looking at things from 
a new perspective. How could they be creative in other areas of their lives? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  
 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 

What You Do: 
 

 Before heading to large group, ask each kid about a good thing (a Wow) that happened 
during the week and a bad thing (a Pow) that happened during the week.  Encourage 
each child to share at least one Wow.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Spy It 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Play a game of “I Spy” with your group.  
o First, start the game yourself and choose something pretty normal: a door, 

someone’s shoes, a picture close by, etc. 
o Describe it to them in the most creative way possible: a portal, a floor-to-human 

interface, a moment frozen for all time, etc.  

 For mostly younger kids, just play the old-fashioned way.  
o If you have a couple older kids and majority younger kids, older kids could split 

off and play as a group, trying to challenge each other. 
o Then you could lead the younger kids yourself, giving standard clues like, “I spy 

something brown and made of wood,” for a door. 

 For older kids, they think they know this game, so make it as creative as you can! 
o “I spy something you would need in a basketball court but not at a dirtbike race” 

for a wood floor. 
o “I spy the most invasive species of craft supply known to humankind” for a jar of 

glitter. 

 After kids have gotten the idea, let them have a turn spying everyday things but 
describing them as creatively as possible while the rest of the group guesses.  

 
What You Say: 
 
“That was a fun version of this game. When you change how you look at something, you’re 
using creativity. [Transition] Let’s go hear about another way we can use our creativity at 
Christmastime.” 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  
(Large Group, 15 minutes) 

 
Lead your group to the purple chairs in the middle of the Mrs. Teresa Children’s Worship Center at 
10 a.m. for the Large Group Story Video.  Please sit with your Small Group and watch the video with 
the children. 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(Small Groups, 30 minutes) 
 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 

 
1. 3 of 9 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: “3 of 9” Activity Pages; markers or pens 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Pass out the Activity Pages and set the markers out. 

 Tell the group they can choose any three pictures to go together to make a creative gift 
for someone in their lives. 

 For example: 
o They could group the mittens, marshmallows, and mug together to give their little 

sister a day playing in the snow and then have hot cocoa together.  
o The cleaning spray, soda can, and car could be cooperating with their older 

sibling to clean Dad’s car and stock it with his favorite drink before they drive to 
see family for the holiday.  

 For younger kids, they can color in their choices and then draw a picture of the gift they 
would give.  

 For older kids, it can be a circle game:  
o The kids go around in a circle, naming three things and how they’d use them as a 

gift, but no one can name the same three things or the same gift.  
o Or they can challenge each other by choosing three objects and letting someone 

else come up with a gift. 
o There are more than 50 ways to combine these items with no repeats.  

 For the entire group, make sure you stay involved and listen to their conversations so 
you can ask helpful, hinting questions to get their ideas flowing. 
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What You Say: 
 
“This game really stretched your creativity muscles! There were a lot of opportunities to 
[Bottom Line] look for creative ways to give. If you ended up with the game controller, the 
laundry basket, and the marshmallows, you really needed to figure out something creative! We 
do have resources like time, energy, and talent to give to others, but a huge part of how we can 
give generously is by using our creativity. Our brains have about 50,000 thoughts per day every 
day. Talk about being rich! I don’t have 50,000 of anything else that I can share or give away, 
but creativity is like having a bank account that never runs out. 

  
“When God made us to be like Him and think like He does, one of the greatest gifts He gave 
humans is creativity. When we use our minds to [Bottom Line] look for creative ways to give, 
we’re showing God that we appreciate His gift to us. We could spend all our creativity looking 
for ways to get more stuff, but instead, let’s apply our creativity to generosity and see what 
happens.” 

 

 
* 2. Orange, Paperclip, Sock 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: Orange, paperclip, sock 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Divide up your group into three teams of roughly the same ages.  

 Give the orange to the youngest team. Give the sock to the middle team. Give the 
paperclip to the oldest team.  

 Each team has to come up with a creative way to give using that object.  

 Then they need to plan a scenario for that gift.  

 Help them assign parts and maybe even improvise some dialogue.  

 For the youngest group, it might look like one child narrating:  
o “Kate and Joel squeezed the orange juice and made toast. Then they took the 

breakfast to their mom. The kids cleaned up the kitchen afterward.”  
o The other kids will pantomime these actions. 

 Your middle group might be able to put together their own “scene,” but be aware of 
personality conflicts at this age. Make sure everyone is heard and all ideas, and all 
creativity, are respected. 

 Your oldest kids might want to take some extra time on this. If you have props or 
costumes that you could let them choose from, all the better.  

 Invite each team to perform their scene in front of the whole group. Applaud loudly and 
compliment the creativity that you see on display, as well as the generosity that allows 
for everyone to have a chance to shine.  

 Note: Another option is to divide the group into three teams of different ages, with the 
older kids leading the younger kids. If you have mature older kids who can lead younger 
ones without dominating them, this is a good option for your group. 
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What You Say: 
 
“I am so impressed that you came up with these on the spot! You are all rich in creativity! This 
upcoming week, it will be so easy for you to [Bottom Line] look for creative ways to give. 
Christmas is such a great time to be generous and creative. [Make It Personal] (Share an age-
appropriate example of a time when you were creative at gift giving. Perhaps you gave 
your parents coupon books for chores or fun activities, or maybe you surprised a friend 
with a thoughtful card or new experience instead of a more tangible gift.) 

 
“Gifts that come from your mind and your heart are way more valuable than gifts that come from 
the store. While there’s nothing wrong with giving your mom a beautiful sweater on Christmas, 
what if you printed a photo of the two of you from when you were a baby, and you wrote about 
your favorite Christmas memory with her on the back of it? She would treasure that forever. 
What are some other creative gifts you could give this year?” (Allow for a few answers, and 
respond to each idea.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
3. Ribbon Tangle 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Spool of ribbon, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Look up 1 Timothy 6:18 in your Bibles and say it out loud together.  

 Keep the Bibles open to that verse so kids can refer to it during the game. 

 For younger kids (K-1st graders): 
o Arrange them into a standing circle.  
o Give one kid the end of the ribbon and the spool.  
o She will say the first word of the verse and toss/roll the spool to someone across 

the circle, while holding onto the end. 
o The next person will say the next word and toss the spool to someone else, while 

holding onto his section of the ribbon.  
o Continue until the verse is complete.  
o Kids will have tossed the spool to each other quite a few times, making a large 

crisscross web.  
o Invite kids to sit and carefully move their hands out of the tangle so that the 

ribbon web is on the floor in front of them.  
o Ask if the kids think that the ribbon looks like anything or if they can find shapes 

or patterns in the web.  

 For older kids (2nd-5th graders): 
o Help them to stand in such a way that they create a shape like a star or a heart. 
o For the really ambitious, use green ribbon and have kids stand in a triangle to 

make a Christmas tree shape.  
o If they succeed in making a cool shape, take a picture from above the shape so 

they can see how neat it looks. 

 At the end of the game, collect all the ribbon so it’s not a distraction. 
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What You Say: 
 
“That was a creative way to say our verse, and it looked really cool too! Our verse was also our 
Bible story this week, which is pretty great, because I’ve had some questions about this verse! 
What does it mean to be rich in doing good things? (Pause for answers.) Those seem like 
interesting ideas. I definitely want to have a ton of good deeds piled up around me! What about 
‘give freely?’ Is there a way that you give not freely? What do you think? (Pause for answers.) 
So giving freely is about giving without expecting something back. But what if you’ve done what 
we’re talking about this week, and you   [Bottom Line] look for creative ways to give, and 
you put a ton of time and effort and creativity into a gift, and someone still doesn’t say thank you 
or even realize how awesome your gift is? What do you do then? (Pause for answers.) Yeah, 
that can feel pretty crummy.  
 
“But if we’re giving freely, we don’t actually have to worry about being thanked or appreciated. 
We’re giving just to be generous, like God has been generous to us. Our verse doesn’t say 
anything about the people you give to, just the way that you give. That definitely helps me. 
Generosity allows me to be kind and compassionate without looking for anything in return.” 

 
 

Optional Additional Discussion Questions for Older Kids (2nd-5th graders) 

 Have you ever felt that your creativity has run out or that you just don’t have what it 
takes to be creative in giving to others? Where do you think creativity and skill come 
from? (Encourage kids to talk about how creative God is and how we’re made in His 
image.) 

 Read Exodus 31:1-6. God wanted His people to make a beautiful meeting place for 
Him—a sacred and special tent that people could go to and worship God. The only 
problem was no one had ever seen or heard of anything like it. But God gave two 
leaders incredible skill and creativity so that they could teach others and the holy tent 
could be made from rich and beautiful materials.  

 If God could give creativity and skill to two people in the desert who were trying to build a 
meeting tent, do you think He could give it to you? Why? Have you ever asked?  
Read James 1:5. Do you think creativity is like wisdom? How do you think God would 
give it to you? 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 

What You Need: Mini-stockings (optional) 
 
What You Do:  
 

 If you’re using the stockings, pass them out.  

 Ask kids to pray a sentence prayer asking God to help them [Bottom Line] look for 
creative ways to give this week.  
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 Challenge them to find a way to give something that fits into this tiny stocking to 
someone they want to show generosity to. 

 Close in prayer.  
 
What You Say: 
 
“Dear God, thank You for how creative You are. When You sent Jesus as a baby on Christmas, 
it was the most generous and creative gift in history! Please help us to be generous this week 
and to [Bottom Line] look for creative ways to give. Amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, if you’re using the mini stockings, invite families to help come up with 
a gift that fits in the stocking and a recipient to give the stocking to. If not, challenge any willing 
adults to come up with a creative way to give using an orange, paperclip, or sock.  

 
 As kids leave, give each one a copy of this week’s GodTime card to take home. 
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