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Someone’s Gotta Give 
Kids Small Groups: 4th-5th Grade 
December 17, 2017 
 

Bible Truth: Someone’s Gotta Give (Be Rich) • 1 Timothy 6:18 
Bottom Line: Look for creative ways to give. 
Key Question: What are some ways you can give this Christmas? 
Memory Verse: "Command the rich to do what is good. Tell them to be rich in doing good 
things. They must give freely. They must be willing to share." 1 Timothy 6:18, NIrV 
Life App: Generosity—Making someone’s day by giving something away 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.. 

  

 
GET READY 
The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Elementary Kids Small Groups this week and 
can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Sunday Morning: 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Group, 15 minutes) (Choose as many of these 
activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Just for Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 

2. Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 
 

3. Get Your Head in the Game 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 Rolls of tape for students to share 

 Blindfolds 

 1 permanent marker 

 Wrapping paper that has been cut into 2-foot sections; enough for each student to have 
one section (Note: All the paper needs to be the same pattern/design.) 

 
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Large Group Video: Movie @ 11:10 a.m. in the Children’s Worship Center 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Group, 35 minutes) (Choose as many of these 
activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 Sheet of chart paper or a large piece of paper 

 Marker  
 
2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 Bibles 

 20 pennies 

 1 metal bowl or container 
 
3. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 
4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and 
designing 

 Bibles 

 1 piece of chart paper for every pair of kids 

 Markers 

 Tape 
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 12” section of aluminum foil for each student 

 Permanent markers 

 Yarn 

 Tape 

 Scissors  

 Make copies of this week’s GodTime Cards; 1 per kid 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
(Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before the students arrive, take a few moments to pray that they would be able to think creatively 
today. Pray for that one student who doesn’t have much confidence in his or her ability to be creative 
and will be stretched by today’s discussion and activities. Pray that your group will work together well 
and walk away armed with tools to creatively give this week. 
 

 
1. Just For Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  
 

 Ask a variety of “Would you rather have . . .” questions using two items from the list 
below.  

 Give each student a different combination of choices and add others if desired. 
o A best friend 
o An iPad 
o A happy family 
o A trip to Disney 
o $1,000  
o A cool phone 
o A hug 
o Good grades 
o Pizza 
o Love 
o Joy 
o Nice hair 
o Cool shoes 
o Health 
o Bible 
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 Let students discuss their choices. 

 Encourage them to ask each other why they chose the answers they did.  
 

 
2. Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  
 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

 

 Before heading to large group, ask each kid about a good thing (a Wow) that happened 
during the week and a bad thing (a Pow) that happened during the week.  Encourage 
each child to share at least one Wow.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Get Your Head in the Game  
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: Wrapping paper, tape, blindfolds, permanent marker 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Give each student a piece of the pre-cut wrapping paper and place the rolls of tape 
within reach. 

 Ask everyone to remove and wrap one of his or her shoes in the wrapping paper, 
making sure the package is taped up well.  

 Collect the wrapped shoes and place them in a pile. 

 Ask everyone to sit in a circle around the pile.  

 Blindfold one student then rearrange the pile of shoes. 

 Ask the student wearing the blindfold to reach into the pile and try to find his shoe from 
among the others. He can carefully squeeze the shoes but cannot tear the wrapping 
paper.  

 Remove the blindfold and let the student write his name on the wrapping paper of the 
shoe he chose. Don’t unwrap the shoes until everyone has had a turn being blindfolded 
and writing his name on the shoe he think is his. It’s okay if more than one kid marks the 
same shoe. 

 When everyone has had a turn, distribute a shoe to each person.  

 Before they unwrap their shoes, tell students to read any names written on the paper.  
o Those who guessed correctly can have their shoes back.  
o Everyone else must wait until they return from Large Group (if this works for your 

environment and location). 
 

Wrap Up and Say: 
 
“It’s easy to go through December and not think much about Jesus’ birth because we’ve heard 
the Christmas story so many times before. We know about the angels, Mary, Joseph, the 
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shepherds—it’s as familiar as a shoe you wear every day. But when we stop and take the time 
to look at Christmas in a fresh way, it’s as if God rewraps the story of Jesus’ birth and helps us 
discover something fresh and new that we hadn’t noticed before. Today we want to do some 
fresh and creative thinking about Christmas and the perfect opportunities it brings to share 
God’s generosity with those around us.”  

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

(Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Lead your group to the Ms. Teresa Children’s Worship Center at 11:10 a.m. for the Large Group 
Movie Video.  Please sit with your Small Group in the Worship Center and enjoy the movie. 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(Small Groups, 35 minutes) 
 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 

 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: Chart paper or large piece of paper, marker 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Ask students what it means to be creative with a gift.  
o Is it better (or more meaningful) to receive a cool, expensive gift like a phone or 

to receive a gift where you knew someone took the time to really figure out what 
you would like? 

o Why? 

 One at a time, name a few people in your students’ lives and ask them to think of a 
creative gift for each of those people, with following parameters: 

o It has to be something that would cost under $15 
o There must be a personal reason for giving the gift (i.e., you know your mom 

needs a little “me” time so you buy her a new book and babysit your siblings for a 
couple hours, or your dad has fallen behind on laundry, so you wash the family’s 
clothes) 

 Make a list on the chart paper of the gifts as your students describe them, placing them 
in a “physical” and “non-physical” category, accordingly. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Bible Story Extension  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

  
What You Need: Bibles, pennies, metal container 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Give everyone a Bible and ask the students to look up 1 Timothy 6:18. 
 
Pro Tip: If your students need help navigating through the books of the Bible to find 1 Timothy, 
show them how to use the table of contents to find the book, then help them locate chapter 6 
and verse 18. 
 

  After everyone has read the verse silently, discuss the meaning. 
o What do you think it means to be “rich in doing good things”?  
o What would it look like to be “poor” in doing good things?  

 Next, ask half of the group to look up Luke 21:1-4 and the other half to look up a 
parallel passage in Mark 12:41-44. 

 Divide the verses so that everyone has a chance to read one or two. 

 Invite your group to draw some conclusions about generosity based on Jesus’ reaction 
to the gifts of the rich people and the widow’s small gift. 

o Define what it means to be “rich” based on what you learned in these verses. 
o In what way was the widow rich? 
o In what way were the rich men poor? 

 Remind them that we can be rich and have no money at all.  
o God wants us to be millionaires when it comes to doing good things.  
o That kind of “rich” doesn’t require “riches.”  
o It does, however, require some creative thinking in order to give in ways that 

don’t always involve money. 

 Set out the bowl and scatter the pennies on the floor around it so that they are within 
reach. 

 Brainstorm ways to be generous that don’t involve a lot of money and physical 
possessions.  

o Challenge the students to consider how they can be generous with their time, 
talents, and energy.  

o Each time a student shares an idea, let him or her toss a penny into the bowl.  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Discussion Questions  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

  
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 
Ask:  

 Would you rather be rich or poor? Why? 

 If you don’t have money, how can you be generous? 

 What advice would you give someone who doesn’t have any money to spend on 
Christmas gifts but wants to do something special for his or her family and friends? 

 What gets in the way of generosity? 

 Agree or Disagree: It’s much easier for a rich person to be generous than it is for 
someone who is poor. Why? 

 From God’s perspective, what makes a person rich? 
__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: Bibles, chart paper, markers, tape 
 
What You Do: 

 Remind your group that generosity is an action; we must DO something for generosity 
to happen. It starts by seeing a need and then GIVING or DOING something to help 
meet that need. 

 Pair up your students and give partners a Bible, sheet of chart paper, tape, and a few 
crayons. 

 Tell them to find and read 1 John 3:17-18. 

 Give them a few minutes to discuss with their partners what they think the verses mean 
in terms of giving and being generous. They can write their thoughts on one side of the 
paper.  

 Based on what they learned from 1 John 3:17-18, ask them to come up with a creative 
way to put that verse into action then illustrate their idea by drawing it on the other side 
of the poster board. They must follow these two rules: 

 The act of generosity shown in their picture cannot involve money or 
possessions. (In other words, it must be in the form of giving time, talents, or 
energy.) 

 They must draw the picture with something other than their hands. (They can put 
the markers in their mouths, between their toes, use their elbows, or whatever 
creative manner they come up with.) 

 When finished, invite each team to share their posters with the others (and decipher the 
drawings for them!) and explain what they learned from 1 John 3:17-18. 

__________________________________________________________________________________  
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5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Aluminum foil, permanent markers, yarn, tape, scissors 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Gather around (or bring out) the “Giving Tree.” 

 Follow up with the students who added ornaments last week.  

 Allow them to share how God helped them to be generous. 

 Give each student a foot-long section of foil.  

 Show them how to tear off pieces, form a ball, and then flatten the ball into the shape of 
a coin that’s a little larger than a quarter.  

 Instruct them to smooth the top and bottom and then use a permanent marker to write 
different amounts of time from 5 to 30 minutes on each “coin.”  

 Encourage them to make someone’s day by giving some time away this week.  

 Suggest that they give one of their coins to a friend, neighbor, family member, or 
whoever, and then tell that person that they get to pick how the two of them spend time 
together.  

o They can help that person with a project, play a game, prepare a snack, or do 
something fun with them. 

o Encourage students to take the challenge seriously and follow through with it this 
week. 

 
“Dear Jesus, today we talked about how You want us to be rich. Not rich in money and stuff we 
own, but rich in doing good things for You. Help us this week go all out in giving to others. Give 
us eyes to see opportunities to be generous and hearts that are willing to share what we have. 
We need Your help to think of creative ways to give. Teach us how to give the way You give. In 
Your name, amen. 
 
As each student leaves, hand out this week’s GodTime card to take home.   
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