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Someone’s Gotta Give 
Kids Small Groups: 2nd-3rd Grade 
December 17, 2017 
 

Bible Story: Someone’s Gotta Give (Be rich principle) • 1 Timothy 6:18 
Bottom Line: Look for creative ways to give. 
Memory Verse: “Command the rich to do what is good. Tell them to be rich in doing good 
things. They must give freely. They must be willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:18, NIrV 
Life App: Generosity—Making someone’s day by giving something away 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

  

 
GET READY 
The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Elementary Kids Small Groups this week and 
can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Sunday Morning: 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Group, 15 minutes)  
(Choose as many of these activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Early Arriver 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 

2. Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 
 

3. Spy It 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and 
designing 

 Cardstock 

 Markers  
 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Large Group Video: Movie @ 11:10 a.m. in the Children’s Worship Center 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Group, 35 minutes)  
(Choose as many of these activities as you would like.) 

 
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.  
 
* 1. Rhyme Time 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 Print the “Rhyme Time” Activity Page; 1 for each kid 

 Print the “Rhyme Time Answer Key” Activity Page; 1 for each SGL 

 Pens 
 
2. Happy Trails to You 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 Anti-bacterial wipes 

 Snack-sized plastic baggies 

 Cheerios® (ensure all food items are gluten free if you have allergies in your group)  

 Frosted Cheerios 

 Honey Nut Cheerios 

 Raisins 

 Milk chocolate chips 

 White chocolate chips 

 6 bowls 

 6 3-oz. paper cups  

 NOTE: If you don’t want to provide the food items, you can substitute an assortment of 
travel-sized shampoos, conditioners, soaps, and tissues. 
 

3. Countdown to Christmas 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and 
designing 

 Print the “Countdown to Christmas” Activity Page on cardstock; 1 for each kid 

 Print the “Countdown to Christmas Boxes” Activity Page; 1 for each kid 

 Markers 

 Scissors 

 Tape 
 

Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 Trail mix baggies from “Happy Trails to You” activity  

 Make copies of this week’s GodTime Cards; 1 per kid 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
(Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to give your group creative and fun 
ideas for ways they can be generous and rich in good deeds. Pray that God would remind you of ways 
your few can use their time, talents, and energy to be generous toward others. Thank God for giving 
you that opportunity through leading your group.  
 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Welcome the kids as they arrive. 

 Talk to kids about their favorite traditions around Christmas. Ask: 
o What’s something you do every year around Christmas time?  
o What’s something you do as a family in December?  
o How does gift giving work? Do you open gifts Christmas Eve or Christmas Day? 

Do you buy your own gifts for your siblings?  
o Do you usually go to someone’s house or have certain people to your house?  
o What are you most looking forward to in the weeks leading up to Christmas? 

 

 
2. Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  
 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

 

 Before heading to large group, ask each kid about a good thing (a Wow) that happened 
during the week and a bad thing (a Pow) that happened during the week.  Encourage 
each child to share at least one Wow.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thinkorange.com/


 

©2017 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (Becca McConnell/Gainesville First UMC).  

4 

3. Spy It 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: Cardstock, markers 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Engage kids in a conversation about things you can give other people that don’t cost 
much money, like a smile, a hug, kind words, or doing something nice for them. 

 Give a piece of cardstock to each kid and set markers out where everyone can reach 
them. 

 Ask kids to draw a few simple illustrations of some of the things the group just talked 
about, like a hand reaching out for a hug, a smile, a video game (which can be played 
with someone to keep them company), a rake or snow shovel, etc. 

 After a couple minutes of drawing, gather kids together in a circle and instruct them to 
hold their drawings so everyone can see them. 

 Play a game of “I Spy” with the things in the pictures. For example, if someone drew 
arms that are giving a hug, a kid could say, “I spy something . . .” and then insert the 
color of the shirt in the picture. 
 

What You Say: 
 
“It was super fun playing ‘I Spy’ in a new way! You also came up with some good ideas of things 
that don’t cost much money but that people will love getting anyway. [Transition] Today in 
Large Group, we are going to hear about what Jesus tells us about how much gifts need 
to cost.” 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

(Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Lead your group to the Ms. Teresa Children’s Worship Center at 11:10 a.m. for the Large Group 
Movie Video.  Please sit with your Small Group in the Worship Center and enjoy the movie. 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(Small Groups, 35 minutes) 
 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
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* 1. Rhyme Time 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: “Rhyme Time” Activity Pages, “Rhyme Time Answer Key” Activity Page, pens 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Hand out a “Rhyme Time” Activity Page to each kid.  

 Explain to kids that these are short little poems with a rhyming word missing. They will 
try to guess what the missing word is and fill it in.  

 Give kids a few minutes to try to fill in the missing words.  

 Encourage them to try on their own and not to tell others the answers when they figure it 
out.  

 As kids finish, ask them to try to write their own poem about giving.  

 Let kids share their poems with the group.  
 
What You Say: 
 
“These poems are a little silly, but they are still good reminders that we can [Bottom Line] look 
for creative ways to give. It’s not important to try to get everyone the fanciest gift, but what is 
important is following God’s instruction to love one another. One great way to show someone 
we love them is by doing things for them, such as one of their chores or letting them go ahead 
of you in line. Another way to show how much you care is by doing something the person will 
like, such as drawing a picture for them.” [Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time you did 
something for someone that they really appreciated.) 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Happy Trails to You 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Anti-bacterial wipes, snack-sized plastic baggies, Cheerios, Frosted Cheerios, 
Honey Nut Cheerios, raisins, milk chocolate chips, white chocolate chips, 6 bowls, 6 3-oz. paper 
cups (OR suggested substitutions of an assortment of travel-sized shampoos, conditioners, 
soaps, and tissues) 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Instruct kids to use the wipes to clean their hands. 

 Pour each of the food ingredients into a bowl and line them up on a table, assembly-line 
style. 

 Put the plastic baggies at one end of the line of bowls. 

 Put one cup in each bowl to use as a scoop. 

 Line kids up at the end of the table where the plastic baggies are.  

 Tell the group that they will be making trail mix bags to share with others.  
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 Instruct kids to grab a plastic baggie and put a small scoop of each item into their bag as 
they go down the line. 

 Remind kids not to eat any of the food as they are making their baggies. 

 At the end of the line, they should seal their baggie and leave it at the end of the table. 

 Let kids continue to circle around and keep making bags as long as there are enough 
ingredients. 

 When everyone is finished, tell kids they will be taking the bags of trail mix home to hand 
out to neighbors, friends, or people at a local homeless shelter.  
 

What You Say: 
 

“These bags you made could really make someone happy this week! Everyone should take at 
least one home and hand it out to someone who would like to have it, such as a friend, a 
teacher, a homeless person, or someone at school who is new or needs a friend. The items in 
these bags are simple and easy, but together they make something that could be a treat for 
someone and brighten up their day. It doesn’t take much to let someone know you care. We 
don’t have to have fancy or expensive gifts in order for someone to like what we give them. We 

just have to [Bottom Line] look for creative ways to give.” 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
3. Countdown to Christmas 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 
What You Need: “Countdown to Christmas” and “Countdown to Christmas Boxes” Activity 
Pages, markers, scissors, tape 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Give each kid a copy of each Activity Page. 

 Let kids know that they will be making an advent calendar to count down to Christmas.  

 Ask if anyone has an advent calendar at home that they’ve been using to count down.  

 Pass out scissors to the kids and instruct them to cut out the blank squares.  

 Ask kids to number the cutout squares 1 through 8.  

 Tell kids to tape the number squares over the verse boxes, in order, with one piece of 
tape at the top of each box.  

 When all of the verse boxes have been covered, give kids a few minutes to color and 
decorate their advent calendars.  

 
What You Say: 

 
“I bet you are all very excited for Christmas to finally be here! This week, hang these calendars 
in your room and use them to help you keep track of how many days are left until Christmas. 
Every day, tear off one of the number flaps and practice the piece of the verse that is printed 
below, as well as the parts printed in the days before. By the time Christmas is here, you will 
have memorized the whole verse! This verse tells us to be rich in doing good, not rich in things 
or rich in money. These calendars can also be a way to help you to remember to [Bottom Line] 
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look for creative ways to give. Remember this week that it’s not about what you get, but 
what you can give to others.”  

__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 

Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Trail mix baggies from “Happy Trails to You” 
 
What You Do:  
 

 Have each kid hold the trail mix bag they made earlier. 

 Ask kids whom they are planning to give their bags to. Encourage them to enlist the help 
of adult family members to take the bags to people who might not be in their immediate 
vicinity. 

 Take about 30 seconds and ask kids to silently pray for the person they are thinking of 
giving their bag to.  

 If they don’t have anyone in mind, ask them to pray for whomever they would end up 
giving it to.  

 Close with the prayer below.  
 

What You Say: 
 
“God, we pray that You will help us use these bags to bless others. Show us this week how to 

[Bottom Line] look for creative ways to give. We ask that You would help us to remember 

the wonderful gift You gave us when You sent Your Son Jesus to earth as a baby. Remind us to 
focus on Jesus and on loving you and loving others. Amen.” 
 
Give each child a GodTime card.  As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids who their 
bags of trail mix are for.   
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