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A Thank You Leper 
Kids Small Groups: 4th-5th Grade 
November 26, 2017 
 

Bible Truth: A Thank You Leper (Jesus Heals 10 Men) • Luke 17:11-19 
Bottom Line: Say thank you. 
Key Question: What are creative ways to say thank you? 
Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens.  God wants you to thank him because 
you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV 
Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they helped you. 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

  

 
GET READY 
The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Elementary Kids Small Groups this week and 
can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Sunday Morning: 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Group, 15 minutes) (Choose as many of these 
activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Just for Fun 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 

2. Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 
 

3. Get Your Head in the Game 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 A box of candy (hard fruit candies are usually best if keeping allergies and melting in 
mind) 

 10 different layers of gift wrap or colored paper (it can be just 2 types that get alternated) 

 Scotch or clear tape 
o Wrap the box of candy in the 10 different layers; make sure it’s easy to unwrap 

one layer without unwrapping the others beneath it (tape each layer to itself and 
not to the layer below it) 

 Music you can start and stop 
 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Large Group Video: Movie @ 11:10 a.m. in the Children’s Worship Center 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Group, 35 minutes) (Choose as many of these 
activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 Sticky notes 

 Pens 
 
2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 Bibles as reference 

 Plain white paper 

 Pencils 
 
3. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 
4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 Large piece of paper 

 Marker 
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application  

 Sticky notes from Take a Snapshot Activity earlier  

 Make copies of this week’s GodTime; 1 per kid 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
(Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before the kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that they would begin to see the 
impact that simply saying thanks and showing gratitude can have on those around them. Ask God to 
reveal to them creative ways that they can thank the people who influence them the most this week. 
 

 
1. Just For Fun  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
  
What You Do:  
 

 Ask: Would you rather break your hand or your foot? Why? 
o OR What is the worst injury you’ve ever had? What happened?  

 Let students discuss the answer to the question. 

 Encourage them to ask each other why they chose the answers they did. 
 

 
2. Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  
 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

 

 Before heading to large group, ask each kid about a good thing (a Wow) that happened 
during the week and a bad thing (a Pow) that happened during the week.  Encourage 
each child to share at least one Wow.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Get Your Head in the Game  
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
 

What You Need: A box of candy wrapped in layers, music you can start and stop 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Ask everyone to sit a big circle. 

 Explain you’re going to play “Pass the Parcel” like you might have played Hot Potato as 
a kid. The person who unwraps the last layer gets to keep what’s inside. 
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o Whenever the music is playing, the students should pass the box to someone on 
either side of them.  

o They can change directions as much or as little as they want. (You can decide as 
the leader if you want them throwing it across the circle or not.) 

o Whenever the music stops, the person holding the parcel carefully unwraps just 
one layer of paper. (Tell them they’re looking for a different color underneath so 
they know when to stop unwrapping.)  

Note: Don’t tell them how many layers there really are. This is part of the fun and 
keeps the excitement up. 

 After the person unwraps the tenth layer and shows how excited they are, see if they 
say “thanks” in any way for the gift.  

o If they don’t, prompt them a little, but not in an embarrassing way, until they do.  
 
Wrap Up and Say:  
 
So here’s the thing: technically ten people received a gift but only one said thanks! I know what 
you’re thinking: “But we didn’t get to open it or keep it!” Well, what if I asked the lucky winner to 
all the candy? Then what would you all want to say? 

 
[Transition] Today’s Bible Story is a lot like this. Jesus was well known for being able to 
heal people. He healed 10 guys, but only 1 came back to say thanks. Let’s head to Large 
Group to hear more.” 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

(Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Lead your group to the Ms. Teresa Children’s Worship Center at 11:10 a.m. for the Large Group 
Movie Video.  Please sit with your Small Group in the Worship Center and enjoy the movie. 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(Small Groups, 35 minutes) 
 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 

 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Sticky notes, pens 
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What You Do: 
 

 Pass out the sticky notes and the pens. Put the extras close by in case they are 
needed. 

 Challenge your group to think of as many ways to say “thanks” as they possibly can. 

 Tell them to write one way on each sticky note. 

 Show them where to stick their ideas (a whiteboard, a door, a table, a wall). 

 After everyone has written a few, encourage some of them to start sorting the ideas so 
duplicates or similar ideas are close together. 

 Take three sticky notes and write “Very Creative” on one, “Pretty Creative” on another, 
and “Not-so Creative” on the last. 

 Find another nearby area (wall or door) and put the “Very Creative” note up high (but 
still reachable for your group), put the “Pretty Creative” in the middle in a straight line 
below it, and put “Not-So Creative” down closer to the ground. 

 Encourage them to work together to move the notes over, deciding where they fit on the 
creativity scale.  

o Not everyone has to agree; encourage students go with the majority opinion and  
move on. 

 
Wrap Up and Say:  
 
“That’s a lot of different ways to say thanks! You can almost never go wrong with a simple 
“Thank You” and eye contact, but you could also switch it up and surprise people by showing 
them you’re thankful in some new ways.  

 
Note: Leave the notes up on the wall; you’ll use them again later for the Make It Personal with 
Prayer activity. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Bible Story Extension  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 
What You Need: Bibles as reference, plain white paper, pencils 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Ask someone to sum up today’s Bible story from Large Group. (They can refer back to 
the passage in Luke 17:11-19 if needed.) 

 Challenge them to think of a modern-day version of this story—times when people 
should say thanks but very few do.  

 As a group, brainstorm some possible scenarios out loud.  
o Write (or ask a volunteer to) each idea down in its simplest form. 

 Then tell students they’ll have four options for presenting one of these scenarios: Live 
Play, Written Story, Telling a Story, Comic Strip. 

o Give them a moment to decide (on their own) which option they want to go with. 
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o Then assign each option a different corner or area of the room or space and let 
students divide themselves up according to the option they choose. 

 Show them where basic supplies like white paper and pencils are.  
o Pro Tip: It’s okay if everyone does a live play or no one creates a Comic Strip. 

Choices help them feel more in control and get excited about the process. 

 Encourage them to first decide what scenario where people aren’t often thankful they 
are acting out—if they choose one already brainstormed, they should come get that 
sticky note.  

 Explain that the goal is for each group to be acting out something different, so once 
another group has claimed an idea, it’s theirs. (The variety will help people pay attention 
and help them to feel more of a sense of urgency to decide and get to work if others 
might take their idea.) 

 Set a timer for 5 minutes and check in to see if they need more time. Add it if so. 

 Make sure you save enough time at the end for each group to share their work. Walk 
around and ask for estimates on how long they will need to share; they can time 
themselves if needed. 

 Remind them to be a good and respectful audience when others are sharing their 
scenarios.  

 
Wrap Up and Say:  
 
“Those are some great examples of times today when people forget to say thanks! We 
want to be the one, the guy or girl, who remembers. We don’t want to take for granted 
what God and what others do for us every day. Look for chances to say, “Thanks so 
much,” this week. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
3. Discussion Questions 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
 
Ask: 

 Have you ever had someone say thank you, but you didn’t really feel like they were 
actually grateful? What happened? How did you feel? 

 Does anyone want to share a story about a time when you did something for someone 
else and they didn’t say thank you? How did you feel? 

 Can you think of a time when you forgot to say thank you for something big? Did it cause 
a problem with the other person, or did you remember to come back and thank them? 

 What happens when someone feels grateful but doesn’t say it or express it in any way? 
Does the other person feel thanked? 

 What are some ways you’ve thanked friends, parents, or siblings in the past, other than 
just saying it? 

__________________________________________________________________________________  
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4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 
What You Need: Paper, marker 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Write in big letters the words of Proverbs 17:22 and then read it out loud. 

 Ask students how they’d make this verse dramatic—how would they act it out and go 
“over the top” with it? 

o Pro Tip: It might help to focus on one small part or section at a time and then 
put it all back together at the end. 

 Finish by asking why this verse is a good one to know.  
o Why is this a wise saying (a Proverb) worth remembering when they are out 

doing every day life?  

 How will this make them stand out in a crowd? 
__________________________________________________________________________________  
 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application  
 

What You Need: Sticky notes from earlier “Take a Snapshot” activity 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Ask kids to partner up. 

 Encourage them to personalize what’s been talked about today by thinking about a time 
when they honestly forgot to say thanks. (It can be about something that was a big deal 
or not a big deal.) 

 Instruct students to share with their partners. 

 Go over to the sticky notes with all the different creative ways of saying thanks.  
o Tell students to keep in mind the situations they came up with and to find a way 

on the wall that fits how they could say thanks.  
o Tell them to take that sticky note down and make sure their partner finds a good 

one, too. 

 Tell them to sit back down together and pray for the other person specifically—that they 
would remember to say thanks this week, especially now that they have a way to show it 
creatively, too. 

 Remind them to put the sticky up somewhere smart—where it will remind them of their 
goal to say thanks.  

o For example, if a student wants to thank a coach, he/she could put the note near 
his/her cleats or in the drawer where his/her jersey is kept.  

o Or if he/she want to thank a parent for making dinner, he/she could put the note 
by the pantry.  
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Before they leave, ask them to close their eyes and have their sticky notes in their hands so you 
can pray and send them out. 
 
Dear Jesus, there are so many different ways to say “thank you.” We admit that we get too busy 
and think of ourselves too much. We act like the nine in today’s story—going on with our days, 
instead of stopping and taking the time to say thanks like the one man did. Please help us this 
week to follow through on our plans to show that we are thankful for someone in our lives. And 
help us to remember that cheerful hearts are good medicine. We know you love us and want 
only the best for us, which is why you encourage us so many times in the Bible to give thanks. 
In Your name we pray, Amen.  
 
As each student leaves, hand out this week’s GodTime card to take home. 
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