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A Thank You Leper 

SPLASH Small Groups: 4th-5th Grade 

November 15, 2017 
 

Bible Story: A Thank You Leper (Jesus heals 10 men) • Luke 17:11-19 

Bottom Line: Say thank you. 

Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because 

you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV 

Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you. 

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

  

 

GET READY 

The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Elementary Kids Small Groups this week and 

can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Wednesday evening: 

 

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (10 minutes)  

 

Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 
 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (10 minutes) 
 

Bible Story 

 Bible 

 “Bottom Line” poster 

 Leader 

 24 “emoji” puppets 
 

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (10 minutes) 

 
Business of Gratitude 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and 

designing 

 Print the “Business of Gratitude Cards” Activity Pages on cardstock; 1 page for each kid 

 Markers 

 Scissors 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  

(10 minutes) 
 

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 

today’s story.  

 

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that kids would understand the 

importance of making sure others know they are grateful for what they have been given. Ask God to 

help kids understand that even if they ARE grateful, if they don’t say thank you, the other person won’t 

know they’re grateful. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 

What You Need: No supplies needed 

 

What You Do: 

 

 If you haven’t already, welcome the kids to your small group. 

 Ask each kid to share a Wow and a Pow with the group.  Remember, a “Wow” is 
something good that happened during the week and a “Pow” is something not so good 
that happened to them.  Encourage each kid to share at least one Wow.   

 Connect with the kids by sharing a Wow and Pow from your week.    
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

(10 minutes) 

 
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story and prayer time. 

   

 
Bible Story 

 

What You Need:  Bible; “Emoji” puppets on a stick; “Bottom Line” poster 

 

What You Do: 

 
Gather kids in a circle.  Give each child an emoji on a stick.  

It doesn’t matter which one they have, just that each kid 

has one. 

 

SETTING UP THE STORY 

LEADER: “Everyone have an emoji? Great! Everyone look at your emoji and think about the 

emotion represented. Got it? Good, because throughout our story, I’ll ask you how someone 

felt. If you’ve got an emoji that you think represents that emotion, hold it up. Let’s get started. 

 

“When Jesus was on earth, He encountered all sorts of people, and many of them needed His 

help. One Jesus’ first followers, a man by the name of Luke, wrote down one of these 

encounters for us in the Book of Luke. (Open Bible.) You can read it for yourself in Luke 17.   

 

Open Bible to Luke 17. 

 

(Read Luke 17:11-12.) “Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem, He traveled along the border 

between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men met him. They had a skin 

disease. They were standing close by (NIrV). 

 

“We don’t know exactly how Jesus felt about that, but does anyone know how the average 

person at that time would have felt about having 10 men with a contagious skin disease 

approach? If you think your emoji is making that face, hold it up.  

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis.  

 

“Yes! They were probably nervous or anxious. Perhaps they were angry or shocked. Now, this 

might not seem so shocking to us, but it was a big deal at the time. You see, the skin disease 

they had was leprosy. Leprosy was really painful, and it caused awful sores on your body, and 

there were no doctors or medicines to treat it. Who has an emoji that could represent a leper?  

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis. 

 

“Not only that, but people who lived during that time didn’t really know anything about leprosy. 
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People were scared that they’d catch the disease. No one wanted to be near someone with 

leprosy. With that being the case, ALL of the lepers had to live by themselves outside of town 

and away from their families. How do you think that made lepers feel? 

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis. 

 

“Yes, they were probably sad and very lonely.” 

 

GOING TO JESUS  

LEADER: “Well, this group of 10 men had heard about Jesus and the miracles of healing He 

was performing, so they decided to go to see if Jesus could do something about their leprosy. 

As I was saying earlier, Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. And as He approached a nearby 

village, these 10 men with leprosy met Him. 

 

 

“The Bible says they called out in a loud voice: Jesus! Master! Have pity on us! (Luke 17:13b 

NIrV). What do you think their faces looked like when they cried out?  

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis.  

 

“I imagine they felt a mixture of sadness, hopelessness, and nervousness. They must have 

wondered if Jesus would even look their way or if He would go running like everyone else did 

when they saw lepers.” 

 

JESUS SPEAKS 

LEADER: “Jesus turned when He heard their cries. He saw them and their need for healing. 

And He didn’t run or turn away. Instead, He spoke. Listen to what Jesus said (read Luke 17:14): 

“Go. Show yourselves to the priests” (NIrV). 

 

“What Jesus said was a big deal. The lepers weren’t allowed to show themselves to the priests 

unless they had ALREADY been healed for the priests to confirm they had been healed. And 

here was Jesus telling the men to go see the priests BEFORE they had been healed. They 

couldn’t do that, right? What do you think they felt when they heard what Jesus said?  

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis. 

 

“I think you guys are right. At first, they probably felt sad, wondering if they would they EVER be 

healed. They also could have been confused and maybe even angry. They might have asked 

why Jesus would tell them that. After all, He knew the religious laws and customs better than 

anyone.” 

 

ALL ARE HEALED; ONE SAYS THANKS 

LEADER: “But no matter how they may have felt, the men did what Jesus told them to do. They 

left right away for the priests. And you know what? On the way to see the priests, they were 

healed! How do you think they felt now? 

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis.  
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“I’m sure you’re right! I think they were about as happy as they could be! They probably smiled 

and laughed and even danced since now they could do that without pain! 

 

“The men probably took off to see the priests with renewed energy and enthusiasm! But one of 

the men suddenly came to a grinding halt. Wait a minute, what was he forgetting? Hold up your 

emoji if it shows the man thinking.  

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis. 

 

“The man was thinking he needed to go see Jesus! He came running back to find Jesus among 

the crowd who was pressing in to hear what Jesus had to say. Hold up your emoji if it 

represents what you think the man did next.  

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis. 

 

“Luke tells us that he praised God in a loud voice, and he threw himself at Jesus’ feet, thanking 

Jesus for healing him.” 

 

WRAPPING UP THE STORY 

LEADER: “Listen to what Jesus said to the crowd about the man. (Open your Bible and read 

Luke 17:17-19) Jesus asked, “Weren’t all ten healed? Where are the other nine? Didn’t anyone 

else return and give praise to God except this outsider?” Then Jesus said to him, “Get up and 

go. Your faith has healed you” (NIrV). 

 

“When the man took time out to thank Jesus, he didn’t get to see his family right away. But it 

was worth it to thank the man who had given him back his life. The man who came back to 

praise Jesus demonstrated something you and I need to do every day. 

 

Point to the Bottom Line poster on the wall. 

 

[Bottom Line] “Say thank you. It’s only two words, but we so often forget to say them. Maybe 

it’s because sometimes it does take effort, like this man running back to Jesus. But saying thank 

you means a lot to the people you thank, just like it meant a lot to Jesus that the man took the 

time and effort to come back and thank Him. Hold up your emoji if you think it represents how 

people will feel when you thank them.  

 

Acknowledge the kids holding up appropriate emojis.  

 

“Yep, happy, loved, and appreciated. Let’s start by saying thank You to God right now.” 

 

PRAY 

LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for creating us and loving us, and thank You for sending Jesus 
to be our Savior. And thank You for putting people in our lives who help us every day. Help us 
this week to look around and see who we need to say thank you to for the way they help us. 
Then give us the courage and drive to follow through and make sure these people feel our 
gratitude. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(10 minutes) 
 

Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 

interactive activities and discussion questions.   

  

 

Business of Gratitude 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 

What You Need: “Business of Gratitude Cards” Activity Pages, scissors, markers  

 

What You Do: 

 

 Give each kid an Activity Page and scissors. 

 Instruct them to cut out the business cards, fill them out, color, and decorate them. 

 Encourage them to give out their cards at Thanksgiving (if you are in a country that 
celebrates this holiday), or tell them that they can keep their cards and hand them out 
whenever they would like. 

 Use the questions below to review the Bible story with your group. 
o What was the miraculous thing Jesus did for the 10 men? 
o What did the 10 men do after Jesus healed them? 
o How many men showed gratitude that Jesus healed them? 
o What do you think the other men were doing?  
o Have you ever forgotten to say thank you for something great someone else did 

for you? What happened? What caused you to forget to say thank you? 
 

What You Say: 

 

“Sometimes we forget to say thank you for awesome things that people do for us! Maybe your 

grandma buys you that toy you have been dreaming of, but you forget to say thank you because 

you are so excited that you run off to show all of your friends. Or maybe your parents let you go 

to that birthday party after all, and before you say thank you, you go call your friend to tell them 

the good news! No matter what we should always [Bottom Line] say thank you because 

gratitude is letting others know you see how they’ve helped you. [Make It Personal] (Describe 

a time when you forgot to tell someone thank you and you wished you had.) Remember to 

always [Bottom Line] say thank you.” 
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