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Sour Grapes 

Kids Small Groups: Kindergarten-5th Grade 
November 12, 2017 
 

Bible Story: Sour Grapes (Parable of the vineyard workers) • Matthew 20:1-15 

Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude. 
Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because 
you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV 
Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you. 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 

 
GET READY 
The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Kindergarten-5th Grade Kids Small Groups 
this week and can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Sunday Morning: 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Group, 15 minutes)  
(Choose as many of these activities as you would like.) 

 
1. Early Arriver 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 No supplies needed 
 

2. Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 

 
3. Expectation Envelopes 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 Small gift bags or brown paper bags; 1 for each kid 

 Small treats or prizes (the same for the whole group); 1 for each kid 

 Place a treat or prize into each bag and fold the bags so kids can’t see what’s inside. 
 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Large Group Video: Story @ 10 a.m. in the Ms. Teresa Children’s Worship Center 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Group, 30 minutes)  
(Choose as many of these activities as you would like.) 

 
* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
 
1. Recompense & Reward 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 

 Small treats or prizes (the same for the whole group); 1 for each kid 
 

* 2. Find the Focus 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 Print the “Find the Focus Crowd Scenes” Activity Pages; 1 scene for each kid 

 Print the “Find the Focus Cameras” Activity Pages on cardstock, cut apart, and cut out 
the viewfinder area on the dotted lines; 1 camera for each kid 

 Crayons (optional) 
 
3. Stomp the Grapes 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 11 purple balloons  

 11 green balloons 

 Ribbon or yarn; cut into 22 2-foot lengths 

 Scissors  

 Print the “Stomp the Grapes Verse Strips” Activity Page and cut apart; 2 sets for each 
small group 

 Roll up the verse strips. Place one set in purple balloons and the other set in green 
balloons. Blow the balloons up and tie them off. Tie a 2-foot length of ribbon to each 
balloon.  

 
Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 Scenes and cameras from the “Find the Focus” activity 

 Several colors of cellophane, plastic wrap, or lighting filters 

 Tape 

 Make copies of this week’s GodTime card; 1 per kid 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
(Small Groups, 15 minutes) 

 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray especially for the kids who struggle with 
negative attitudes. Ask God to show them their chances to turn their attitudes around and find 
something to be grateful for. Pray that all kids would leave today knowing that they can always adjust 
their attitudes. 
 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 

 Greet kids as they arrive.  

 Ask them if they’ve ever needed to be reminded to say thank you.  

 When their parent or another adult reminded them, how did they say thank you? Quickly, 
sincerely, sullenly, etc.  

 Encourage the group to say thank you with a few different attitudes:  
o As if they’ve just gotten the best birthday present of their lives 
o As if they’ve just gotten the worst birthday present of their lives 
o As if their younger sibling got the exact same present they did at Christmas  
o As if their parents are reminding them to thank the dentist 
o As if they’re thanking someone who grabbed their lunch tray just as it was about 

to fall 
o As if they’re thanking someone who helped clean up the mess when the lunch 

tray splattered on the ground 
o As if they’re thanking a toddler who handed them her own blankie 
o As if they’re thanking a teenage sibling who handed them his own dirty laundry 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  
 

What You Need: No supplies needed 
 

What You Do: 
 

 Before heading to large group, ask each kid about a good thing (a Wow) that happened 
during the week and a bad thing (a Pow) that happened during the week.  Encourage 
each child to share at least one Wow.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Expectation Envelopes 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

 
What You Need: Prepared bags with treats or prizes inside 

 
What You Do: 

 

 Hand out bags. If you choose, write each kid’s name on a bag.  

 Give kids hints as to what’s in their bag.  

 Make the hints general but as different as possible. (For instance, for candy you could 
say, “It’s consumable, and it’s not meant to be eaten at certain times.”) 

 For younger kids: 
o Give each kid a hint and then let them open the bags all together to reveal that 

they all contain the same prize.  
 For older kids: 

o You could start a swap where kids can trade bags. This could get competitive, so 
keep an eye on attitudes.  

o When you judge the time is right, guide them to open the bags all together to 
reveal the same prize.  

 
What You Say: 
 
“That was surprising to some of you! When did you guess that they all might be the same? (For 
older kids) How do you feel now about the way you acted when you were trading the 
envelopes?  [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear about some other people who 
were very surprised and upset when their expectations didn’t meet reality.” 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

(Large Group, 15 minutes) 
 

Lead your group to the purple chairs in the middle of the Mrs. Teresa Children’s Worship Center at 
10 a.m. for the Large Group Story Video.  Please sit with your Small Group and watch the video with 
the children. 
 

 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(Small Groups, 30 minutes) 
 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
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1. Recompense & Reward 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 

 
What You Need: Small prizes or treats 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Select your oldest kids and ask them to start doing jumping jacks (or sit-ups, any 
physical activity that they can maintain for a few minutes).  

o Tell them they will get “paid” for their hard work in whatever type of prize you 
have.  

o Engage the rest of the group in cheering them on. 
 After a minute or so of the older group working hard, ask the age group right below them 

to start doing the same activity. Remind them that they, too, will get what’s due them.  

 After two minutes, ask the almost-youngest kids to join the activity. Tell them that they’ll 
get what’s coming to them for just a few minutes of work.  

 After three minutes, ask the very youngest kids in your small group to join in. Say 
nothing about prizes. 

 Stop the game and circle up.  

 Give everyone a few seconds to cool down, and then start handing out prizes.  

 Tell the youngest group what an amazing job they did, and you want to reward their hard 
work.  

o Give them the prizes.  
o Really play it up, as they worked incredibly hard for their small size.  

 Tell the two middle groups that they worked steadily through the middle of the project 
and that they should receive what you promised. 

o Give them their prizes.  
o Emphasize their faithfulness in the very middle of the job.  

 Lastly, come to your oldest group.  
o Tell them that they have worked hard—even harder than the littler ones—and 

that they were even more faithful to the task than the faithful middle workers 
because they did it the whole time.  

o Say to the group that they should definitely get what’s fair for all that work, which 
is the same prize that the younger kids got.  

 Allow for a few seconds of discord (if there is any), and for kids to check out their prizes. 
Then set the prizes aside so you can engage them in conversation. 

 
What You Say: 
 
“How did that ending feel to you guys? Did it feel fair? (Pause for responses.) Who can say that 
they felt real gratitude toward me for their prize? Did it have anything to do with how much you 
like the prize? No, it had to do with what you were expecting and what you were focusing on. 
When you look at it from the youngest group’s point of view, they got a great reward: an 
unearned prize. But if you’re looking from the oldest kids’ perspective, they just barely got what 
was fair. The only way it could have felt worse is if they got nothing at the end of their hard work.  
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“The problem in this game and the problem in our Bible story today was the same; there were 
people who focused on what felt unfair instead of having gratitude for what they got. Sometimes 
that happens in life too, and sometimes it is actually unfair. Around the holidays, a lot of kids get 
the newest game system and you get something else. Those are times when you really need to 
[Bottom Line] adjust your attitude. There are a ton of things you can have gratitude for even 
when things feel unfair. You can feel grateful for the people in your life that remember you at the 
holidays.” 

 

 
* 2. Find the Focus 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  

 
What You Need: “Find the Focus Crowd Scenes” and “Find the Focus Cameras” Activity 
Pages, crayons (optional) 
 
What You Do: 
 

 Hand out the “Find the Focus Crowd Scenes” and the “Find the Focus Cameras.” 

 Encourage kids to move the viewfinder screen of the cameras around on the paper until 
they find something happening that shows gratitude. Older kids can also find a scene in 
which they could find a way to show gratitude.  

 Let each kid share what they’ve found.  

 If time allows, let them color the scenes.  
 
What You Say: 
 
“There is a lot going in in these scenes! People are doing things everywhere. They’re giving 
gifts, dropping ice cream, carrying laundry, and going to school. Some things happening here 
seem great, like people helping each other and showing gratitude. Some things happening here 
seem not so great, and it might be harder to find a reason to have gratitude. But if you [Bottom 
Line] adjust your attitude, you can find all kinds of things to be grateful for.  

 
[Make it Personal] (Share a time when it was hard to focus on what you had because 
things seemed unfair or when you could have shown gratitude but a bad attitude got in 
the way.) What are some ways that you can [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude? (Pause for 
answers.) Yep, you can refocus and think of all the things you’ve been given and all the people 
who care for you. You can do something kind for someone else, or you can pray and ask God to 
help you. When you’re not focused on what’s unfair, you learn to [Bottom Line] adjust your 
attitude and see the opportunities for gratitude everywhere.” 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Stomp the Grapes 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 

 
What You Need: Prepared purple and green balloons 
 
What You Do: 

 

 Divide your group into two “harvester” teams: purple and green.  

 Instruct teams to tie their team’s color of balloons to their ankles; ask older kids to help 
younger kids with the tying. 

 On “Go,” kids must try to stomp the “grapes” on the other team’s ankles, while keeping 
their own grapes whole. Make sure that older kids are considerate of younger kids.  

 After all the grapes have been stomped, let each team “harvest” their verse strips from 
the balloons and put them in order.  

 
What You Say: 
 
“I don’t know if that was the exact job of the workers in our Bible story, but it sure was fun! This 
verse reminds us to give thanks to God—to show gratitude—no matter what happens. Reading 
this verse can help you when you need to [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude. Because we 
believe in Jesus, we always have something to be grateful for: Jesus rescued us!” 

 
 

Optional Additional Discussion Questions for Older Kids (2nd-5th Grade) 

 The Bible story was a parable about what God is like. Read it again in Matthew 20:1-16. 
Do you think this parable shows God as fair?  

 Why is it important to be fair? Is it more important to be kind? Or is that same? 

 What about God? Would you rather have a God who is fair, or God who is kind? Why?  

 What if God is kind to someone you don’t like or who has hurt you? What if you’ve been 
the one who hurt someone?  

 What link is there between our attitude of gratitude and our knowledge of God’s 
kindness?   

__________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 

 
What You Need: Scenes and cameras from “Find the Focus”; several colors of cellophane, 
plastic wrap, or lighting filters; tape; GodTime cards 
 
What You Do:  
 

 Hand the scenes and cameras back to the kids. Set out the tape and 
cellophane/wrap/filters.  
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 Encourage kids to pick a color of “filter” and tape it to the viewfinder screen of their 
camera.  

 Let them look around the room and at their scene.  
 
What You Say: 
 
“Check it out! Putting a color over my viewfinder screen changes things. [Kid’s name] now has 
[color] hair!  Then, when I change the filter, I see new things. Have you ever heard of someone 
changing how a picture looks on their phone with a filter? A filter means there’s something in 
front of the view that changes your perspective. We can have a filter that shows us everything 
that is ever wrong, unfair, or boring in our lives. No matter where we look, something is awful. 
But you can [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude and pick a new filter—a filter of gratitude that 
is actively looking for ways to be grateful and for people to show gratitude toward. Let’s set 
these filters aside and pray to ask God for a gratitude filter!  
 
“Dear God, thank You for all You’ve given us and all You’ve done for us. Thank You that You 
are kind and generous toward us and all people. Please help us to see things through the filter 
of gratitude, so that we can have the right attitude toward You and others. Amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, let kids show them their cameras with color filters, and encourage 
families to have a gratitude filter this week.  

  
 As kids leave, give each one a copy of this week’s GodTime card to take home. 
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