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Keep Psalm and Be Thankful 

SPLASH Small Groups: 4th-5th Grade 

November 1, 2017 
 

Bible Story: Keep Psalm and Be Thankful (A psalm of thanksgiving) • Psalm 100:1-5 

Bottom Line: Celebrate what God has done. 

Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because 

you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV 

Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you. 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

  

 

GET READY 

The following supplies will be prepared ahead of time for Elementary Kids Small Groups this week and 

can be picked up from the Upper Resource Room on Wednesday evening: 

 

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (10 minutes)  

 

Wows & Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 No supplies needed 
 

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (10 minutes) 
 

Bible Story 

 Bible 

 “Bottom Line” poster 

 Storyteller 

 Dry erase boards (divide your board into four equal sections, by drawing a vertical and a 
horizontal line across the middle section of the board.)  

 Dry erase markers 
 

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (10 minutes) 

 

Gratitude Garland 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and 

designing 

 Paper strips cut from construction paper or cardstock; 7 strips for each younger kid; 31 
strips for each older kid 

 Stapler or tape 

 Pens or markers 
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Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  

(10 minutes) 
 

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 

today’s story.  

 

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for what He has done already in 

the lives of your few. Take a few moments to celebrate the relationships God has given your group and 

thank God for the opportunity to lead them.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wows and Pows 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build relationships  

 

What You Need: No supplies needed 

 

What You Do: 

 

 If you haven’t already, welcome the kids to your small group. 

 Ask each kid to share a Wow and a Pow with the group.  Remember, a “Wow” is 
something good that happened during the week and a “Pow” is something not so good 
that happened to them.  Encourage each kid to share at least one Wow.   

 Connect with the kids by sharing a Wow and Pow from your week.    
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

(10 minutes) 

 
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story and prayer time. 

   

 
Bible Story 

 

What You Need:  Bible; Storyteller (Adult Leader); dry erase board; dry erase markers; “Bottom 

Line” poster (on classroom wall) 

 

What You Do: 

 
SETTING UP THE STORY 

STORYTELLER: “Hey, everybody! Let’s practice some gratitude right now. Everyone look at 

their neighbor and say, ‘Hey, thanks for being here!’” 

 

STORYTELLER and KIDS: “Hey, thanks for being here.” 

 

STORYTELLER: “See? Gratitude is cool! Do you know what else is cool? Discovering 

something amazing about God’s Word! And wow, we have something AMAZING to discover 

today!  

 

Hold up the Bible.  

 

“Did you know that there is a whole book of the Bible filled with lyrics to worship songs? It’s true! 

It’s called the Book of Psalms. These lyrics, that we call psalms, were written thousands of 

years ago, but we still use them in many of the songs we sing today! Crazy, right?! The writers 

of these psalms used their words to express their trust and hope in God. Many of them were 

songs of praise for all the amazing things that God has done! And the Psalm we get to look at 

today talks about taking time out to show gratitude to God and celebrate all He’s done for us! 

Let’s look at it together.  

 

 (Open the Bible to Psalm 100 and read.) “Shout for joy to the LORD, everyone on earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness. Come to him with songs of joy. Know that the Lord is God. He 
made us, and we belong to him. We are his people. We are the sheep belonging to his flock. 
Give thanks as you enter the gates of his temple. Give praise as you enter its courtyards. Give 
thanks to him and praise his name. The Lord is good. His faithful love continues forever. It will 
last for all time to come (Psalm 100:1-5 NIrV). 
 

 

“This psalm was written a really long time ago, but these are things we should remember right 

now too! Let’s dig in and find out how.  

 

Walk to the dry erase board, open a dry erase marker, and 

draw a circle in the top, left corner of the board. 
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“Raise your hand if you like drawing. (Scan the audience.) That makes . . . (pretend to count) 

well, that makes a LOT of us. Which is good, because I have some things I’ll be drawing this 

morning and I’ll need you to guess what those things are. Are you ready? (Pause for response.) 

Okay! Let’s do it!” 

 

GOD GAVE / CREATION  

Begin filling in details on the earth, with water and land.      

 

STORYTELLER: “The Bible tells us in the book of Genesis—you know, the very first book in the 

Bible—that God actually created some pretty cool stuff. One of the things that God created is 

super, super important for us. It’s round. It’s got land on it . . . and water. We live here. It’s . . . 

 

Point to the drawing. Hold hand to ear.   

 

“. . . the EARTH! That’s right! God created the earth. He created the earth—the entire universe, 

actually—and everything in it. But God didn’t just create the earth so we’d have somewhere to 

live; He also created some pretty cool things on earth for us to enjoy, like flowers. 

 

Draw a flower.  

 

“And He created the sun. Think about how boring the sky would be without the sun in it.  

 

Draw the sun.  

 

And He created the ocean. Who likes swimming? 

 

Draw a wave.   

 

“And we CAN’T forget about all our favorite animals.  

 

Draw a puppy face.  

 

“Would you look at all that cool stuff? God didn’t have to create these things. He did it so we 

could enjoy them. So we could learn more about Him and so we could see His creativity, His 

sense of humor, and His love for us.  

 

Draw a stick figure man and woman. 

 

“But God wasn’t done! God created people! He created us too!  

 

“Let’s look back at the first thing Psalm 100 says: Shout for joy to the Lord, everyone on earth 

(Psalm 100:1 NIrV). You’re on earth, right?! Of course you are. That means the writer of this 

psalm wants YOU to shout with joy! On the count of three everyone shout, ‘Joy to the Lord.’ 

One, two, three!” 

 

KIDS and STORYTELLER: “Joy to the Lord!” 
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STORYTELLER: “That’s right! But why should we shout and sing joyful things to God?”  

 

GOD TAKES CARE OF US 

Move to the second square on your dry erase board (the 

top, right corner) and begin drawing a house.  

 

STORYTELLER: “Well, check out what’s written in the psalm: Know that the Lord is God. He 

made us, and we belong to him. We are his people. We are the sheep belonging to his flock 

(Psalm 100:3 NIrV). 

 

“And here’s the thing: God didn’t just create this big, beautiful world and then disappear. God 

keeps taking care of us like a shepherd takes care of his sheep. God does this every single 

moment of every single day in ways we probably don’t even realize. He gives us . . . 

 

Point to the house and hold hand to ear, as if listening. 

 

“Yes! God allows us to have a place to live! That’s right. Whether it’s an apartment or a house, 

whether it’s big or it’s small, God gives us a place where we can stay and be protected from the 

rain and the snow and the weather and the other things that could harm us.   

 

Draw a stick figure family. 

 

“God also gives us a special group of people to help care for us. This is usually who we live 

with, who we spend a bunch of time with, and sometimes we fight with them. This is our . . .  

 

Point to the family and hold hand to ear, as if listening. 

 

“Our family. That’s right! Now, every family looks different, but families and friends and teachers 

and Small Group Leaders are gifts God has given us.  

 

Start drawing fruits and veggies like apples, bananas, 

snow peas, carrots, etc. 

 

“We have place to stay, people to care for us, and we have something else that God gives us to 

take care of us. Maybe you have some of this in the morning before you get to school or 

throughout the day for snack or lunch. God gives us . . . 

 

Point to the fruit and hold hand to ear, as if listening. 

 

“. . . food! Yeah, we have fruits and veggies and breads and meats—all sorts of delicious food 

that gives us nourishment so we can do our best in school.  

 

“Those are just a few of the ways God continues to take care of us. But you know what’s 

awesome? God doesn’t just take care of us; God LOVES us.” 
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GOD LOVES US  

STORYTELLER: “The last bit in Psalm 100 says this: Give thanks as you enter the gates of his 

temple. Give praise as you enter its courtyards. Give thanks to him and praise his name. The 

Lord is good. His faithful love continues forever. It will last for all time to come (Psalm 100:4-5 

NIrV). 

 

“This is where things get really cool. God is good—and maybe you’ve heard people respond to 

that with ‘all the time.’ It’s totally true. There’s never a time when God ISN’T good. When the 

psalm talks about His faithful love lasting forever, it’s not just a saying. It’s forever. God’s love 

never ends. 

 

Move to the third section of the board (the lower, left 

square) and begin drawing a huge cross and empty tomb. 

 

“One huge reason for that love continuing forever is Jesus—not just Him as a man, but what He 

did for us on the cross when He died. There is no greater love than to give up your life for your 

friend, and Jesus did it for everyone. Jesus took it one step beyond what a normal shepherd 

could do, and He saved His sheep—all of US who believe in Him—from ever being without Him 

again. And some of you already know this, but Jesus didn’t stay dead. Jesus rose again! This is 

definitely something that deserves our gratitude!” 

 

WRAPPING UP THE STORY 

Go to the fourth section of the board (the lower, right 

square) and begin drawing a simple megaphone. 

 

STORYTELELR: “If we were to stop and think about it, we could think of TONS of things that 

God has done for us. We could think of all the ways He takes care of us and shows His love for 

us, like a full tummy, a warm bed, a toy to play with, and a hand to hold. God does all of that for 

us. And we should celebrate it. In fact, that’s our Bottom Line for today!  

 

Point to the Bottom Line poster on the wall. 

 

[Bottom Line] “Celebrate what God has done. Can you say it with me?” 

 

KIDS and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “Celebrate what God has done.” 

 

STORYTELLER: “One more time! How can we show gratitude?” 

 

KIDS and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “Celebrate what God has done.” 

 

STORYTELLER: “That’s right! (Motion to the four boards.) God loves us, He gives to us, and 

He takes care of us. We have so much to celebrate! Once again, let’s shout for joy to [Bottom 

Line] celebrate what God has done! On the count of three everyone shout, ‘Joy to the Lord.’ 

One, two, three!” 

 

KIDS and STORYTELLER: “Joy to the Lord!” 
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STORYTELLER: “Awesome! Let’s pray and thank God right now for all He has done!” 

 

PRAY 

STORYTELLER: “God, we celebrate YOU! You gave us the earth and everything in it. You give 

us families, and homes, and friends, and food. You even sent us Your only Son to so we could 

be in Your family forever. Thank You, God. We love You! We pray this in Jesus’ name, amen!” 

 

Host enters as Storyteller exits.  

 

CLOSER 

HOST: “Hey, everyone! We can celebrate all that God has done in more ways than one. We 

can pray and thank God for the things we have. We can tell others about all the things God has 

done for us. We can celebrate all God has done when we sing songs about Him. We can also 

celebrate what God has done by doing things for other people. There are MANY ways to 

celebrate the MANY things God has done for us. 

 

Point to the Bottom Line poster on the wall. 

 

“But no matter what that looks like, we need to be sure and [Bottom Line] celebrate what God 

has done. Turn to your neighbor and say that one more time.” 

 

HOST and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Celebrate what God has done.” 

 

HOST: “That’s right! God deserves all the gratitude we can give Him. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  

(10 minutes) 
 

Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 

interactive activities and discussion questions.   

  

 

Gratitude Garland 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 

 

What You Need: Paper strips; stapler or tape; pens or markers 

 

What You Do: 

 

 Pass out the markers or pens and place a large pile of paper strips in the center of your 
small group area.  

 Encourage kids to write or draw one thing they are thankful for on each strip of paper. 
They should use one strip for each day of the month or of the upcoming week (see 
below for details).  

o For older kids (2nd-5th grade), you can make enough strips for the entire month. 
o For younger kids (K-1st grade), you may want to only make a week’s worth of 

strips. If possible, do the writing for them as they dictate to you or let them draw 
pictures instead of writing words. 

o You can either make several individual chains (for kids to take home and tear off 
a link to count down to the end of the month/week) or you could make one large 
chain to decorate your small group space for the month.  

 After kids have written on the paper strips, use the stapler (or supervise older kids using 
staplers) to make the strips into a paper chain.  

 If kids need prompting:  
o Remind younger kids (K-1st grade) of what God has made, like plants, different 

animals, the sky, etc. 
o For older kids (2nd-5th grade) you could talk about molecules, elements, planets 

and galaxies, etc.  
o You could also encourage them to write the ways in which God has sustained 

them by putting them in families or in this small group, by hearing prayers, and by 
giving peace in various situations. 

 

What You Say: 

 

“These are great garlands! Make sure you take one link off your chain every day, and share 

what you’re thankful for with a friend or family member. (If you’re keeping the chain at church, 

plan to take a link off for each child who is present during Early Arriver this month.) There is so 

much to have gratitude for, and there are so many ways we can [Bottom Line] celebrate what 

God has done. God made us, cares for us, and saves us. What is something that you are really 

glad God has done for you? (Pause for answers.) God is with us when we’re lost or scared or 

sad. Even if you feel like things aren’t going well, or if you’re upset or frustrated, you can still 
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[Bottom Line] celebrate what God has done. We read from the book of Psalms today, and in 

that book are a lot of other poems and songs that show how we can celebrate God’s goodness 

and show gratitude even when life seems hard.” [Make It Personal] (Share a time when you 

saw God’s hand in a difficult circumstance, like losing a job, not getting what you’d 

wanted, or being disappointed in a friend.) 
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